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Philippians 1:9-11

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Message

So this is my prayer: that your love will flourish and that you will not only love much but well. Learn to love appropriately. You need to use your head and test your feelings so that your love is sincere and intelligent, not sentimental gush. Live a lover’s life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud of: bountiful in fruits from the soul, making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in the glory and praise of God.

V. 9 And this I pray,

Paul doesn’t just give us a model for prayer, now he actually prays.  

What exactly does Paul pray for?

1. For More Love

V. 9 that your love may abound still more and more

The Philippian church already had a lot of love expressed in their emotional, prayer and financial support for Paul and his ministry from the early stages.  Yet Paul didn’t hesitate to pray that their love would abound more and more.  

Let’s be honest – no matter how much love we have, we can always have more!

I can’t think of a more appropriate prayer considering the fractured world we live in.  Political divide, social unrest, families divided, churches divided.  We need more love!

2. For Wise Love

V. 9 in real knowledge and all discernment

The love Paul wanted the Philippians to overflow in was not a blind love.  It was a love based on knowledge and all discernment.  

It wasn’t just feelings.  It was informed feelings.  We are living in an age where our feelings trump everything.  Yes, you are entitled to your feelings and for many of us we are stunted in them because of our upbringing.

“Stop crying!”

But as maturing adults we also need to take ownership of our feelings and make sure they are based on truth.  

Example of getting mad at my brother for eating my food, but it was my mom who ate it.

The word discernment in Greek is used only here in the whole of the New Testament. 

We get the word thesis from this word.  It means perception, by the senses but also by the intellect; of moral discernment in ethical matters. 

But in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, it is used 22 times in the book of Proverbs, which gives us good insight into what Paul means.

He means a love that is practically able to see what’s right and wrong.  

It’s a wise love – the person knows how to love.

Just think, how many of our problems result from withheld love?

When is there not a reason to love?  It’s always a matter of how, not if.

This is the kind of love that we need in our world and church today.  

How can you get this kind of love?  Pray!!!

3. For Sincere Love

V. 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ

This kind of abounding, wise love allows us to approve things that are excellent which results in us being sincere and blameless.

Sincere or pure is literally ‘sun-tested.”  Combines two Greek words: heile – sun’s rays and krino – judge or determine.

Fine pottery was fragile in ancient times and if often cracked when fired.  Instead of discarding flawed pottery dishonest merchants often filled in the cracks with a hard wax.  The wax was undetectable indoors in a shop but could be seen when help up to sunlight.  Honest merchants marked their unflawed pottery sine cera – “without wax” because it held up to sun testing.  

Thus the word sincere – pure.  

Sincere speaks of inner righteousness.

Blameless or without offense speaks of outer righteousness – or that which can be seen.

Being sincere is important but is not enough alone.  Being outwardly blameless is important but is not enough alone.  God wants us to be both sincere (inwardly righteous) and blameless (outwardly righteous)

Newspaper columnist and minister George Crane tells of a wife who came into his office full of hatred toward her husband. "I do not only want to get rid of him, I want to get even. Before I divorce him, I want to hurt him as much as he has me."

Dr. Crane suggested an ingenious plan "Go home and act as if you really love your husband. Tell him how much he means to you. Praise him for every decent trait. Go out of your way to be as kind, considerate, and generous as possible. Spare no efforts to please him, to enjoy him. Make him believe you love him. After you've convinced him of your undying love and that you cannot live without him, then drop the bomb. Tell him that you're getting a divorce. That will really hurt him." With revenge in her eyes, she smiled and exclaimed, "Beautiful, beautiful. Will he ever be surprised!" And she did it with enthusiasm. Acting "as if." For two months she showed love, kindness, listening, giving, reinforcing, sharing. When she didn't return, Crane called. "Are you ready now to go through with the divorce?"

"Divorce?" she exclaimed. "Never! I discovered I really do love him." Her actions had changed her feelings. Motion resulted in emotion. The ability to love is established not so much by fervent promise as often repeated deeds. 

Her actions (outer righteousness) changed her heart (inner righteousness).

God wants us to be sincere and blameless.

4. For Fruitful Love

V. 11, having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

The work of becoming sincere and blameless is really God’s work within us and it results in being filled with the fruit of righteousness.  

We can’t do this on our own.  

Bearing fruit is always the result of abiding in Christ.

John 15:4-6

Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

What is the overriding goal of Paul’s prayer?  Glory and praise of God.

John 15:8

My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.

When this kind of love is manifested we bear much fruit leading to the Father being glorified and praised!

How does this happen?  We pray!!!

Solomon's Porch | 1

