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Philippians 1:12-13
Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else,
Message

I want to report to you, friends, that my imprisonment here has had the opposite of its intended effect. Instead of being squelched, the Message has actually prospered. All the soldiers here, and everyone else, too, found out that I’m in jail because of this Messiah. That piqued their curiosity, and now they’ve learned all about him.

Stuart Briscoe and prisoner Brian who was serving 3 lifetime sentences for killing 3 people.  Became a believer listening to Briscoe.  Accepted that he would never leave prison but asked Briscoe to visit him.  
He did but later found out Brian was moved to another prison.  Chaplain welcomed him and as Stuart was about to leave the chaplain asked him to stay and speak.  Brian’s changed life and witness had made an amazing impact on other men.  “Brian wants you to tell others the same message he heard in his cell.”  Had two services full of prisoners.
Brian, a life-sentence prisoner, had done an amazing job of opening up an opportunity for the gospel in a maximum-security jail.  
Stuart Briscoe
If you want to reach people in a maximum-security jail, what is the best way to do that?
You live there.
Brian had no choice but to live there.  He was a changed man through Jesus Christ, and he accepted his circumstances as an opportunity from God and many were reached with the gospel.
Brian’s story parallels what Paul is telling the Philippians:
Circumstances that seem so bad became used by God for so much good.
Paul is answering a concern the Philippian church had.  He wanted them to know that God’s blessing and power were still with him even though he was in prison.  He was not out of the will of God.  
Makes sense.  When Paul was with the Philippians there were amazing signs and wonders displaying God’s sovereign power - a miraculous earthquake that led to the prison doors being opened, the chief jailer becoming a believer and then total vindication before the civil authorities.  
The Philippians wondered where the power and sovereignty was in Paul’s present imprisonment.  
By the time Paul writes his letter to the Philippians he has been in prison for a few years already and his situation was quite serious.  Later in the letter he speculates whether he will live or die (1:19-26).
Philippians 1:21

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
It's important for us to pause for a minute and reflect on one thing that Paul doesn’t say and one thing that Paul doesn’t do.
1. What Paul doesn’t say

Paul is about to explain that his imprisonment has allowed the gospel to expand.  
What is bad (his imprisonment) has provided opportunity for what is good (the gospel being heard by people he would not normally reach).
But what Paul doesn’t say is that bad is good.  God can use what is bad and bring good from it, but bad is always bad and we should never pretend otherwise.
Romans 8:28
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
Like baking a cake - each ingredient by itself is not so tasty but added all together and thrown into the fire - something tasty comes out.
Genesis 50:20

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good…
Joseph provided for his whole family during a deadly famine but nothing of the outcome justifies the evil that he went through:
· Assault and kidnap by brothers

· Slavery

· Lies by scorned woman, Potiphar’s wife

· Wrongful prison sentence

· Neglect by fellow prisoner

Likewise, Paul never says that any of the wrong done to him was right.  He never claims that his many beatings and imprisonments were anything but bad, but God took what was bad and brought something good out of it.

2.  What Paul doesn’t do

What Paul doesn’t do is become introspective by focusing on his hardships. 
· He was held captive  

· Probably chained day and night to a Roman soldier 

· No privacy 

· Not comfortable

· Uncertain about his future

Paul could have looked for pity from the Philippians by pouring out his troubles to them and it would have been understandable and common if he had but he didn’t.  
As a pastor I have patiently listened to so many people squeeze out every ounce of misery from the challenges in their lives.
For sure for sympathy or maybe they thought no one going through such horrible experiences could be blamed for their shortcomings and bad behavior now in their lives.
“I have a right to be angry!”  “I have a right to take revenge!”
NO WE DON’T!!!
Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
Paul could have spun a heart-tugging sob story but he didn’t.
Paul’s focus was not on himself and not on his struggles.  Before anything else, he wanted the Philippian church to know that the gospel was still spreading.
He was focused on the mission of God.  His personal comfort was a much lower priority.
3.  God doesn’t waste our time
While in prison truly the progress of the gospel is confirmed.  
God didn’t waste Paul’s time.  
God never wastes our time.  
The Greek word Paul uses for progress or advance is prokope.
It’s the picture of an army in ancient times marching across rough terrain.  Not ideal circumstances for a large body of soldiers to make swift progress.  So the army to help their progress - prokope, would send an advance team to clear the way for the main army.  Their work meant bold progress for the army’s cause.

Because of Paul’s imprisonment the gospel is advancing especially to people who would never have heard – Praetorian Guard, prisoners, everyone else.

Praetorian guards were a special class of Roman soldiers, Emperor’s official bodyguards who also watched imperial prisoners.

Imprisonment or chains – short length of chain by which the wrist of a prisoner was bound to the wrist of a soldier who was his guard so escape was impossible.  24 hours a day.  Each soldier took his turn chained to Paul – a captive audience.

God never wastes a crisis.  He is the Man with the plan.

Genesis 50:20

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good…
Need further proof?  While in prison Paul wrote Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians.
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