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Philippians 1:14
And that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.
Message

Not only that, but most of the followers of Jesus here have become far more sure of themselves in the faith than ever, speaking out fearlessly about God, about the Messiah.

Paul could minister effectively and bring glory to God even in less than ideal circumstances.  He didn’t need everything to be easy in order to be fruitful.

Can you be fruitful in a drought?  Can you be prosperous in a famine?  Can you inspire others when your own chips are down?

When circumstances are dire, can you still stay the course?

Philippians 3:13-14

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one things I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 9:22

To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak: I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.

Paul’s goal was the gospel and he didn’t let bad circumstances stand in the way of doing what he was called to do.

Revelation 2:10

Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.  Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Samuel Lamb first went to prison in 1955 for 18 months then for 20 years in Guangzhou died in 2013.  Over 30k mourners came out.  Bold as a Lamb.

“More persecution, more growth.”

Samuel Lamb

We must be prepared to suffer.  We must be prepared for the fact that we may be arrested.  Before I was sent to prison, I already prepared a bag with some clothes, shoes and a toothbrush.  When I had to go to the police station, I could just pick it up.  I was ready.  People are still being arrested.  You don’t know what will happen tomorrow.  Today the authorities are not bothering us, but tomorrow things may be different. I pray that we will receive strength to stand firm.

He handed me a business card that he passes out to international guests.  Simply had his name and “be faithful unto death.”

I was so struck and inspired by his life – especially how he advanced the gospel in China.

How you respond to suffering and negative circumstances have an effect on you and those around you.

You can’t control your circumstances but you can control yourself – self-control.

You can’t control what happens to you but you can control how you react.

You can’t control others but you can control yourself.

Paul couldn’t control his circumstances but he stayed the course and continued to do what He was called to do.

Trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment

Paul’s imprisonment gave Christians around him, who were not in chains, to have greater confidence and boldness in proclaiming Christ.

The Christians around Paul saw the obvious.  Here was a man held captive, kept from his normal preaching, his life in danger and yet he still witnesses to everyone he can.

His example inspired and emboldened them.

My mom in seminary inspired me to study.

The Christians around Paul trusted the Lord because of his chains.  Exact opposite effect that the enemy had intended.

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that you might have life, and have it abundantly.

The devil hoped that the believers would be afraid and stop doing what they were all called to do but because of Paul’s example they didn’t.

Have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.

Not only did they trust in God more because of his chains they became even bolder.

I’ve seen men like Samuel Lamb be bold as a lion.

Young guy at Berkeley street preaching.

I’ve also seen Sunday Christians too scared to share with their colleagues for fear they might offend or fear being seen as weird so they keep quiet about their faith.

Paul would not keep quiet.

His door to personal freedom was shut but the door to the gospel was wide open.

He would not be intimidated.  He shared the message of Jesus with the Praetorian guards and the whole prison and then other Christians shed their fear and witnessed more boldly than ever.

The enemy is out to get you.  Plan A is for you to not know who Jesus is – no heaven.  If you are here today that plan has failed.  He then quickly pivots to Plan B – you are going to heaven but make sure you take no one with you.

How does he do that?  Gets us preoccupied, busy.  Also, brings negative circumstances in our lives to neutralize our faith.  

How do we share the good news when there is so much bad going on around us?

Circumstances are often difficult for the believer, either personally or because of pressures against our faith.

Christians can stay silent, and their message dies with them.

Or they can see what Paul saw, how God can still find a way for the good news to be spread.  What’s bad can be used for good.

Paul unconcerned for his own comfort and even his life told the good news to whomever God brought before him.  It was a bold choice in his day and it’s a bold choice even today.

But it’s a choice that allows the gospel to advance in ways, which only God’s wisdom could conceive.

How do you react when bad things happen to you?  Can you inspire others to have more courage and boldness?
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