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Philippians 1:15-18
Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.  What then?  Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice.  Yes, and I will rejoice,
Message

It’s true that some here preach Christ because with me out of the way, they think they’ll step right into the spotlight.  But the others do it with the best heart in the world.  One group is motivated by pure love, knowing that I am here defending the Message, wanting to help.  The others, now that I’m out of the picture, are merely greedy, hoping to get something out of it for themselves.  Their motives are bad.  They see me as their competition, and so the worse it goes for me, the better—they think—for them.  So how am I to respond?  I’ve decided that I really don’t care about their motives, whether mixed, bad, or indifferent.  Every time one of them opens his mouth, Christ is proclaimed, so I just cheer them on!  And I’m going to keep that celebration going because I know how it’s going to turn out.

The Philippians had sent Epaphroditus to Paul because they had heard that Paul was in need.  Since Epaphroditus’ departure, they had probably heard nothing of Paul.  They may have thought that his ministry was at a standstill and that he is understandably depressed.  But the news that Epaphroditus brought was different than they expected.  Paul’s ministry was not sidelined but flourishing even while in chains and this had inspired others to go out and minister.

In this passage Paul describes two types of preachers.

· He doesn’t say some are sound in doctrine and others are heretics

· He doesn’t say some are great communicators and others boring

· He doesn’t say some are bold and others are too cautious

· He doesn’t say some bring people to Christ and others don’t

He focuses on their motivations: one group preaches out of love and the other out of envy.

Remember Paul’s concern here is not with the content of the gospel being preached but with the motives of those who preach.  

He is not saying anything about the content.  If the content were heretical Paul would have gone to war against it.

Galatians 1:6-9

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a contrary gospel to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a contrary gospel to what you received, he is to be accursed!

Anathema – worse curse given.

Paul is saying if the true gospel is preached then he isn’t bothered by what the motives are.  If the motives are bad, God will deal with that person.

1 Corinthians 4:5

Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.

But is the false gospel is preached, then it doesn’t matter how good the motives are, that is dangerous and the preaching must stop.

Good motives don’t excuse a false message.

Let’s go back to the two types of preachers.  

The first do so out of love and good will.  

We can understand that.  This is typical and what we should expect.  

You should expect that I preach out of love and good will.  

Even when I am rebuking it is done so out of love.

Hebrews 12:5-8

And you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.  It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.

I have seen people not handle discipline very well.  See it as rejection instead of love and become defensive.  We all need pruning.

Clearly the Lord is disciplining us but it usually comes through people.

My kids have brought on the Lord’s discipline on many occasions – Target store.

The second do so out of envy and strife.

Perhaps they wanted to surpass Paul.  They may have been jealous of his standing as an apostle and desired that.  These people were glad Paul was in prison so they could have a competitive advantage over him in increasing their status.

Paul says they preach Christ out of selfish ambition.

Ambition isn’t necessarily bad.  I want my kids to be ambitious – to want to be the best and do their best for God.  

When does ambition become a negative thing?  

When it becomes selfish ambition.

Selfish ambition is most concerned about a successful image instead of striving for true success before God.

Do you want freedom or the appearance of freedom?

Selfish ambition wants success at the expense of others – competitive spirit.

In order for me to rise I have to put others down.

Thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment – these preachers didn’t only want to win for themselves, they also wanted Paul to lose.

AW Tozer wrote in the Price of Neglect a powerful word on the attitude of competition that is common among those in ministry.

AW Tozer

Dear Lord, I refuse henceforth to compete with any of Thy servants. They have congregations larger than mine. So be it. I rejoice in their success. They have greater gifts. Very well. That is not in their power nor in mine. I am humbly grateful for their greater gifts and my smaller ones. I only pray that I may use to Thy glory such modest gifts as I possess. I will not compare myself with any, nor try to build up my self-esteem by noting where I may excel one or another in Thy holy work. I herewith make a blanket disavowal of all intrinsic worth. I am but an unprofitable servant. I gladly go to the foot of the cross and own myself the least of Thy people. If I err in my self- judgment and actually underestimate myself I do not want to know it. I purpose to pray for others and to rejoice in their prosperity as if it were my own. And indeed it is my own if it is Thine own, for what is Thine is mine, and while one plants and another waters it is Thou alone that giveth the increase.

I have to admit early on in ministry and even today I have battled the competitive spirit when it comes to ministry.  It’s a constant challenge.

The remedy is what Paul is suggesting.  

He didn’t care who got the credit for preaching Christ.  All that mattered was that Christ is preached.  

Paul’s thinking was the opposite of the badly motivated preachers.  They were absorbed with themselves, trying to catch everyone’s attention and win admiration for their preaching.

Paul wasn’t looking for attention or admiration.  He just wanted the good news told.

God can do remarkable things with a person who does not care who gets the glory.

Oliver.

Paul also saw the big picture.  If other leaders are doing well then praise God, the kingdom of God is advancing!

Paul could have indulged himself in a poor little me attitude of self-pity.

Look at all I’ve done to bring the good news and see what its cost me and this is how they thank me?  By trying to make my life more miserable.

But he didn’t.  He chose to rejoice instead. 

Second reason to rejoice so far.  The big picture is the gospel is being preached.

Paul’s example teaches us that the less we are focused on ourselves, and the more we are focused on God’s plans, the more we will be able to give thanks in all circumstances.  His purposes never fail.

Life on earth can sometimes be very tough but it’s not for nothing.  His promises never fail!

1 Thessalonians 5:18


In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
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