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For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Message

And I’m going to keep that celebration going because I know how it’s going to turn out.  Through your faithful prayers and the generous response of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, everything he wants to do in and through me will be done.  I can hardly wait to continue on my course.  
Paul was shut away from the world sitting in a prison chained to a Praetorian soldier 24/7 yet he proclaimed that he was filled with joy.  His upcoming trial before Caesar Nero was uncertain, daunting and very gloomy – he knew that he could be executed.  Yet Paul had this confidence.  Why?  Because he knew God was in control and he had access to His resources.

Early on at SP when we were doing a lot of missions, primarily overseas and some local, I had two brothers who independently came to me and said, “PSam, if you need anything especially for missions just let me know and I will take care of it.”  One of them is still at SP.  What a great joy and relief that I had a dependable resource at my disposal.  

When faced with difficulty we can easily become helpless, hopeless and depressed.  Paul could have easily succumbed to this given the situation he as in but he chose not to.  Paul knew he had resources at his disposal.

What were his resources?  The prayers of the Philippian church and the Holy Spirit.

1. Resource of their prayers

Of course Paul prayed but he also emphasized the value of their prayers.  This was a common theme in his ministry.

1 Thessalonians 5:25


Brethren, pray for us.

2 Thessalonians 3:1

Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;

2 Corinthians 1:10-11

who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope.  And He will yet deliver us, you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.

Philemon 22

At the same time also prepare me a lodging, for I hope that through your prayers I will be given to you.

Romans 15:30-31

Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints;

Notice Paul relied on the prayers of the saints to pray for his effectiveness in ministry, for deliverance from peril, evil men, for rescue, and even for safe passage.

I am sustained by the prayers of God’s people.  

During this season when many of you have spoken to me personally or sent me an email or a whatsapp to let me know that you are praying for me and my family it has greatly humbled me to know that so many of you care and brought Lisa and I great joy and comfort.  

Juanita.

The prayers of others are an amazing and powerful resource in our lives!

2. The resource of the Holy Spirit

People facing illness, betrayal, or a very difficult circumstance have told me that hey felt strength when they realized so many people were praying for them.  

When you know people are praying for you there is great strength in knowing that people care and are praying but the deepest and greatest strength isn’t because many people are praying.  Strength comes because God answers their prayers.

Paul recognizes that fact.  He doesn’t look on the prayers of the Philippians as a resource in itself but he rejoices that along with their prayers has come the resource of heaven – the Holy Spirit.

The prayers of the saints in Philippi had released the provision of the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of Christ.

What is the provision of the Spirit?

1. The provision of the Spirit means we’re never on our own.

Matthew 28:20b


…and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

Not just at the end but now.

John 14:16-17

I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

John 14:23

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.

Jesus was promising His people that they would never be abandoned, never left to cope on their own.  He would be there.  His power would be there.

Guns and boy scouts.

Knowing the Spirit of Christ is always there will transform our life.  

Paul knew he was never alone just like us.

2. The provision of the Spirit means we have the power for the impossible.

By the Spirit God illuminates our thinking, strengthens our bodies, puts hope in our spirit, gives us courage in our hearts, and opens our eyes to see great things ahead.

The Spirit is enlightening, empowering and enabling.  

We can now do things we could never do on our own strength.

Philippians 4:13


I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

Paul was an overcomer.  He faced so many difficult circumstances but he could get through them not by his own strength but by the Spirit.

Zechariah 4:6

Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbel saying, ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.

Romans 8:11

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Because the Spirit of Christ dwells in you, you have the resource of heaven and have access to the impossible.

For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance.

Soteria – deliverance, salvation, safety, preservation.

I’m not saying I’m the apostle Paul or anything like that but this is my personal testimony.

All-Son’s meeting.
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