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Philippians 1:20-21
according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
Message

I don’t expect to be embarrassed in the least. On the contrary, everything happening to me in this jail only serves to make Christ more accurately known, regardless of whether I live or die.  They didn’t shut me up; they gave me a platform!  Alive, I’m Christ’s messenger; dead, I’m His prize.  Life versus even more life!  I can’t lose.
Some people are changed for the better while in prison.  

Chuck Colson was White House Special Counsel for President Richard Nixon and known as his hatchet man.  He famously joked that he would run over his own grandmother for the president.  He played a key role in the Watergate scandal and was sentenced to prison in 1974.  After his release seeing the condition of his fellow prisoners he started Prison Fellowship to evangelize the inmates in America’s penitentiary system.  He became one of the architects of the Christian conservative movement.

Chuck Colson

I don’t think the job of the church is to make people happy.  I think it’s to make them holy.

Frank Abagnale was a confidence trickster, check forger and imposter all before he was 21.  His story was made famous in the Leonardo DiCaprio movie, Catch Me if You Can.  After his arrest and incarceration he worked for the banks that he once cheated by identifying fraudulent checks.  He worked for the federal government, became a consultant and lecturer at the FBI Academy and founded his own financial fraud consultancy company.  His work with the FBI was the inspiration of a show called White Collar.

The lives of Colson and Abagnale were changed for the better by being in prison.  But many are not changed like that.  Many become even more hardened while in prison and small time criminals learn to become menaces to society.  Others are consumed with regrets.  They’re distraught that they have lost their families and see nothing good in their future.  Despair grips them, hope disappears, and life isn’t worth living.  

Paul was imprisoned and very possibly would be sentenced to death – for the crime of witnessing for Christ.  His ministry had led him to be in chains.  He was a prime candidate to be a prisoner who lost all hope, maybe even blaming God for the mess he was in.  

But he neither lost hope nor turned against God.  His attitude was different.

Philippians 1:20-21
according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
These words are remarkably positive, optimistic, brave and faith filled.  Hope is not destroyed in Paul.  He is consumed with glorifying Christ.

What can we learn from Paul through this passage?

1. Paul’s boldness in honoring Christ.

Paul writes he earnestly expects that he will not be put to shame.  Those two words are just one long compound word in Greek.  

Apakaradokia – compound of kara – head and dokeo – watching. 

Straining the head to look at something intensely.

Imagine a basketball player focusing intently on a free throw to win the game or a husband searching through the crowd to find his wife after a long flight.  

Paul eagerly expects something to happen.  Just like a baller expects to make the basket and a husband expects to find his wife in the crowd.

What does he expect and hope for?  That in no way will he bring shame to Christ and in every way will honor Him.  Whatever happens next will exalt Jesus.

Romans 1:16a


I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God…
He meant it.  It’s one thing to say you’re not ashamed when life is settled and there’s no threat and another to say those words when you’re in jail with your life on the line.

Remember Agabus who prophesied Paul would be in chains if he went to Jerusalem and Paul’s resounding response?

Acts 21:13

Then Paul replied, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart?  For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

And then when sailing to Italy his ship was tossed into a huge storm.

Acts 27:22-23

And yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.  For this very night an angel of the God whom I belong, whom I also serve, came to me, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has graciously granted you all those who are sailing with you.’

Paul was able to endure prison because of what God had done for him and how He was leading him.  He could be bold in honoring Christ.

Spiritual markers – how God leads us.

God called me to lead this church.  He brought me to HK when I was a college student.  Wanted to live here then.  So stubborn so had to tear my acl to get me to leave and train, study, get married then come back for SP.

Shift – honor Christ.

Paul’s confidence in God’s leading led to a boldness in honoring Christ.

2. Paul’s indifference about his future.

Paul had a godly indifference about his future.  

Philippians 1:20b-21
Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

What I mean by godly indifference is simply that he has a God-inspired peace about what lies ahead. 

If he lives – it will be for Christ.

If he dies – it will be for Christ because he will be with Jesus.

For the believer death is a promotion!

Paul can’t lose.  When you can’t lose, it makes no difference which of two alternatives happens.

Fasting for an answer about my future – 3-4 different opportunities ahead of me.  

“Sam, you’re My son and I love you.  Choose whatever you want and I will bless you.”  Recognized that God would bless me whichever I chose – He would just bless me differently.  I can’t lose.
In Greek verse 21 is so simple.

For me:

To live.  Christ.

To die.  Gain.

Paul’s equal acceptance of living or dying is in sharp contrast to what most people would say.  

All the evidence suggests we’re very much in love with this world and want to postpone moving onto the next one as long as possible.

Billions spent on making people look younger.  Billions spent on supplements and exercise programs to maintain life.  Billions spent on treatments, surgeries and equipment to stave off death as long as possible.  We want to go on living.  We are heavily invested in it.

How could Paul be so indifferent to whether he lived or died?  

He had no other purpose in his life than to glorify Christ.

Paul’s life had been centered on his Judaism – dedication to learning and to observance to the Law.  But then the Damascus Road experience.  Now Christ was the center.

Now He lives for no one else, he lives for nothing else.

He desires no goal other than to serve Christ; he desires no end other than to be with Christ.

This can sound extreme but the judgment of what is extreme depends on where you start.  

For those still in love with the world an all-consuming passion for Christ will seem extreme.

For those who have given up everything to be a disciple:

Luke 14:33

So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.

Centering every goal, every action on Jesus isn’t extreme.  It’s the normal Christian life.

For Paul living in this world or leaving this world is not about him – it’s about Christ.  To glorify Him.

Westminster Confession of Faith


Q. What is the chief end of man?


A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.

May we also have this passion in our lives.

To live.  Christ.

To die.  Gain.

Paul didn’t let prison bring him down and he didn’t let his negative circumstances derail him from his passion – Christ.  

Whether we are in a prison or a palace let’s not lose sight of our hope.

Christ in me the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).
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