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Philippians 1:22-26
But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.  Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to you again.
Message
As long as I’m alive in this body, there is good work for me to do.  If I had to choose right now, I hardly know which I’d choose.  Hard choice!  The desire to break camp here and be with Christ is powerful.  Some days I can think of nothing better.  But most days, because of what you are going through, I am sure that it’s better for me to stick it out here.  So I plan to be around awhile, companion to you as your growth and joy in this life of trusting God continues.  You can start looking forward to a great reunion when I come visit you again.  We’ll be praising Christ, enjoying each other.
We all must face the crisis of death.  Death looms around all of us.
My mother’s bday is Nov 17 so I have been thinking about her a lot these past few weeks.
Sermon – Bethel student.  “We all die.”
Camus said that death is philosophy’s only problem.
Albert Camus
Deciding whether or not life is worth living is to answer the fundamental question in philosophy.
Paul is answering the fundamental philosophical question – continue in this world or leave for the next?
This was Paul’s dilemma.
The Clash

Should I stay or should I go now?
Some men have wished to die because they are gripped by the darkness and gloom.
Others have been so tired of this world and the cruelty of others that they thought death was better.
Some have wanted to die in the midst of crisis and suffering.
Paul’s desire to depart was different.  
Going to heaven meant he would finally be done with sin and temptation.
Going to heaven meant he would see those brothers and sisters who had gone to heaven before him.
Most of all, going to heaven meant being with Christ in a closer and better way than ever before.
1. The encouragement of not knowing
To live or to die?  He has already told us that dying is better so he can be with Christ – to die is gain (1:21).
He says he does not know what to choose and is hard pressed from both decisions.
Paul uses one Greek word to describe the feeling of being hard pressed, torn apart – sunechomai.  It’s a word that carries implications of violence or control by an external power.  
Paul is caught between the pull of death and the pull of life.  Each has a hand on him.  
He doesn’t know what to do.  This should be an encouragement to all of us.
Paul is an apostle, a prophet who hears from God.  His life is totally given over to the Lord.  He is a true servant and filled with the Holy Spirit.  Yet he doesn’t know what to do.
Every time I’ve struggled making a decision I thought – if I was only more spiritual, if I only spent more time waiting on God, if I could think more clearly and unclutter my mind to hear God more clearly then I would know what to do.
Paul had everything we think we lack – he was a truly spiritual man, an apostle who’d had a miraculous meeting with Jesus.  He was in prison so he had plenty of time to wait on God.  His mind was very clear yet he still had no idea and was completely torn apart by the decision.
Again, this should be an encouragement to all of us.  We imagine that we should always know what God wants and we feel bad when we don’t.
We think surely intelligent and prayerful people like us should know and if we don’t then surely we’re just not spiritual enough.
Reading Paul gives me great encouragement.  Maybe we don’t know not as a result of our lack of spirituality or our lack of trying.
Maybe simply we don’t know because God hasn’t told us yet.
We can’t rush God.  He is wise and we can’t force Him to tell us His plans earlier than He decides.  
He is our good shepherd.  He will lead us and He will feed us.  
Stop killing ourselves.  Paul didn’t know either.  His lack of certainty should be a comfort to us.
2. The encouragement of purpose
But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; 
Paul was a prisoner.  That was hard.  All prisoners experience multiple and traumatic deprivations.  And this moment wasn’t the beginning of a tough life for Paul.  For years he suffered difficulties and hardships.
2 Corinthians 11:23b-27
…in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death.  Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.
After his release he may have wanted to hide away and live at peace.  He could retire.
Never understood young people who wanted to retire early.  Play golf?
But that’s not who Paul was.  He was a man of purpose.  If he were to stay alive on the earth it was because God had a purpose for Him.  He knew that fruitful labor waited for him.
We are wired to want significance and therefore do things that matter.  
If you lack purpose at your work maybe its not about what you are doing but how you are doing it.
How could Paul keep enduring all the trials and hardships?  
His purpose gave him perspective.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man in decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Paul had purpose and that gave him perspective to handle whatever came his way.
3. The encouragement of security
Paul could be totally at peace with either decision because he knew this was not his home.
Philippians 3:20
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
The International Space Station is now the largest artificial body in orbit around the earth.  It’s a research laboratory in space and can carry up to 6 astronauts at a time.  Most crews spend 5 ½ months but some stay longer.  This is where they live.  But no astronaut believes the space station is where they belong.  They have a job to do there but one day they will come back to earth.
Paul thought like the astronauts on ISS.  It’s where he’s put as long as God needed him but it wasn’t where he belonged.
Paul was wrapped in total security.  While on earth he would be useful to God, content to be in this world as long as the Lord had work for him to do but this world was not his home.  Home was in heaven with Jesus.
That’s why Peterson translates it “I can’t lose.”
Do you have this security, this assurance today?
1 John 5:11-12, NIV
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life, He who does not have the Son of God does not have life.
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