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Philippians 1:27-30
Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain silent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.  For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, experiencing that same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.
Message

Meanwhile, live in such a way that you are a credit to the Message of Christ.  Let nothing in your conduct hang on whether I come or not.  Your conduct must be the same whether I show up to see things for myself or hear of it from a distance.  Stand united, singular in vision, contending for people’s trust in the Message, the good news, not flinching or dodging in the slightest before the opposition.  Your courage and unity will show them what they’re up against: defeat for them, victory for you—and both because of God.  There’s far more to this life than trusting in Christ.  There’s also suffering for Him.  And the suffering is as much a gift as the trusting.  You’re involved in the same kind of struggle you saw me go through, on which you are now getting an updated report in this letter.
We all love reunions.  Since I’ve been in HK I have missed my high school’s 30th reunion.  It would have been fun to see old friends.  

Many of us can’t wait to be reunited with our friends and families overseas.

2006 Egypt and Israel trip.

In the previous verses Paul assured them that he would try to see the Philippian church again.  Before this happy reunion Paul gave them instructions on how they should conduct themselves before his arrival.

Paul’s instructions:

1. Be Holy

Paul wanted the Philippian church to be holy for the sake of the gospel.

They were to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

The ancient Greek word translated as conduct means to live as a citizen.  They understood what it was like to live as a Roman citizen but he wanted them to think about their citizenship in the kingdom of God. 

Citizenship comes with perks but also with responsibilities. 

People expect different behavior from believers.  

Irvine park basketball run and Christian t-shirt.

1 Corinthians 6:20

For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

We belong to Christ therefore we are to be holy.

1 Peter 1:16


because it is written: “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

2. Be United

Paul lets the Philippians know that he is keeping them accountable.  He will hear of their standing together and he will check up on them.

Philippians 1:27b

I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

He did not want them to become divided.  They had to fight to be united.

When we are divided the enemy is winning.  When we come together Christ is glorified.

During World War II, Hitler commanded all religious groups to unite so that he could control them. Among the Brethren assemblies, half complied and half refused. Those who went along with the order had a much easier time. Those who did not faced harsh persecution. In almost every family of those who resisted, someone died in a concentration camp.  

When the war was over, feelings of bitterness ran deep between the groups and there was much tension. Finally they decided that the situation had to be healed. Leaders from each group met at a quiet retreat. For several days, each person spent time in prayer, examining his own heart in the light of Christ's commands. Then they came together.  Francis Schaeffer, who told of the incident, asked a friend who was there, "What did you do then?" "We were just one," he replied. As they confessed their hostility and bitterness to God and yielded to His control, the Holy Spirit created a spirit of unity among them. Love filled their hearts and dissolved their hatred.

When this happens Jesus smiles from heaven because this was His prayer.

John 17:21a


That they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You,

One mind, striving together so that the gospel would be promoted!

3. Be Bold

Philippians 1:28a


In no way alarmed by your opponents

The ancient Greek word for alarmed is a unique term which means literally the uncontrollable stampede of startled horses.

Even in the face of this kind of danger the Philippians would need to be bold.  

And if the Philippians endure and overcome the temptations and intimidations of the enemy then it is a sign of their destruction.  

Philippians 1:28b


…which is sign of destruction for them,

When our spiritual enemies fail to make us afraid they have totally lost because all they have is fear and intimidation.

Psalm 23:4

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

Why was David not afraid?

1. Knew it was just a shadow.

2. Knew God was with him.

4. Be Surrendered

Philippians 1:29

For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.

Suffer – pascho – primarily in the sense of persecution, to undergo evils, to be afflicted.  But also used in the NT to mean suffering from illness or suffering from temptation.  But primarily means persecution.

The Philippian church was granted the privilege of believing in Christ.

Now it has been given the privilege of suffering for His sake.

Acts 5:41

So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.

F.B. Meyer

Everyone cannot be trusted with suffering.  All could not stand the fiery ordeal.  They would speak rashly and complainingly.  So the Master has to select with careful scrutiny the branches which can stand the knife.

Matthew 5:12

“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The Philippians and Paul’s present trial was not a sign of condemnation or punishment but as a tool in God’s hand.

James 1:2-4

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

FB Meyer

Look up and take each throb of pain, each hour of agony, as a gift.  Dare to thank Him for it.  Look inside the envelope of pain for the message it enfolds.  It is a rough packing-case, but there is treasure in it.

We can surrender because God is doing something in and with our suffering!
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