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Luke 2:1-14

Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth.  This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his own city.  Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child.  While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  “This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”

I love Christmas carols.  Only time they let me sing in a choir is during Christmas time.

Do-re-mi

My favorite carol is O Holy Night.

Another favorite is Away in a Manger.

Originally thought of as Luther’s Cradle Song but no record of such a song sung by Luther to his children on Christmas.  

A completely American hymn.  Two stanzas but a third added as more of a prayer.

We are familiar with the story.  Poor Joseph and Mary need to travel for the census back to their hometown of Bethlehem.  While there she gave birth, wrapped the Savior of the world in cloths and laid Him in a manger – feeding trough for animals.

The Savior of the world was not born in a castle, mansion or penthouse but in a barn – the humble King.

We have been led to believe that the innkeeper was rude and denied them a room but that is not what happened.

No motels existed anywhere in first-century Palestine.  

Katalyma (kat-al-oo-mah) – inn, lodging place, guest chamber.

Luke correctly translates it as guest room.

Luke 22:11

And you shall say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room (katalyma) in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”

Katalyo (kat-al-oo’-o) – to dissolve, disunite, subvert, overthrow, deprive of success.

Of travelers – to halt on a journey, to put up, to lodge for the night.

The figurative expression originating in the circumstance that, to put up for the night, the straps and packs of the beasts of burden are unbound and taken off.

Combines two words: kata – down from and lyo – to loose

Translated as destroy in Matthew 26:61 – and said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days.’”

Translated as lodging in Luke 9:12 – Now the day was ending, and the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the crowd away, that they may go into surrounding villages and countryside and find lodging and get something to eat; for here we are in a desolate place.”

Translated as guest in Luke 19:7 – When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.”

Again there were no hotels or motels.  A typical Jewish home consisted of a large room for sleeping.  An anteroom (waiting room that leads into a larger more important room), which would be used for storage or a guest room for visitors.  At the other end would be a kind of garage or barn where the animals would be.
Luke 11 the parable of the friend that comes at midnight for 3 loaves of bread.  Getting up would not only wake the children but the animals in the barn.

Most likely because of the census this guest room would have already been occupied by the time Joseph arrived.  Since he is family his relatives let him in but only have space in the barn.

As I have been meditating on this season this story speaks to me a lot.
There is no room for Him but He squeezes in.
1. Following God is oftentimes very inconvenient.

I find that many times following God is so inconvenient.  I would rather do something else.  Sometimes I feel I am so busy that it bothers me that God wants something from me.  
The relative probably felt this way.  So inconvenient for Joseph to visit when already a packed house with other relatives over.

Flying to NY to speak at a retreat.  Layover in Dallas and missed my flight to NY because of a storm.

Even though at first I found it inconvenient – Jesus squeezes in.  
I had to make room for a wonderful encounter.
2. Following God is oftentimes very insincere.

He is my Lord but I don’t give Him that space in my life.  I want to do my own thing.  I relegate Him to the back room – not center stage where He belongs.
We give God our leftovers instead of our best.

Matthew 6:33

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Many times we are so focused on “all these things” that we forget to put Him first.
I say He is my everything but I am so preoccupied with my own thing.

Had the relative known this was the Messiah who was promised I am sure he would have given the baby King his own bed but instead He gets the garage.

Pastor Ed Teo starts off as just any one, then become some one, then first one, only one. 

In our heart we make very little room for Him but Jesus squeezes in.  

This Christmas season is tough.  Many of us haven’t seen our parents and friends in over 2 years now.  

This Christmas is about a God who so loved us that He sent Himself wrapped in a cloth born in a manger to set us free from our sins.

Even in a difficult, inconvenient time let’s be sincere and give God our best.  

Open up your heart and let Him in.

PAGE  
Solomon's Porch | 1

