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Welcome to one of SP’s glorious traditions.  Started because I didn’t want to see my brothers and sisters get drunk in LKF so instead we started a New Year’s Eve service.

How do you prepare for the New Year? Here are some interesting New Year's traditions from around the globe: (https://visual.ly/community/Infographics/travel/50-new-year-traditions-around-world)

· In Japan Buddhist temples herald in the New Year ringing their bells 108 times – one for each of the human sins in Buddhist belief.  They believe the act cleanses them of the previous year’s sins.

· In Siberia it is tradition to dive into a frozen lake while holding a tree trunk, which is placed underneath the ice.

· In Burma the traditional Thingyan festival involves people splashing water on one another to start the New Year with a purified soul. 

· In Singapore wishing spheres containing people’s hopes for the New Year are released onto the Singapore River.  The wishes are written on the white spheres.

· In the Philippines circles have long been considered sacred so people wear polka dots, eat round fruits and toss coins into pans believing these practices will bring prosperity.

· Spanish tradition holds that eating 12 grapes just before the clock chimes midnight will bring good fortune for all 12 months of the upcoming year.

· In Russia people write a wish for the upcoming year on a piece of paper, burn it and place the ashes in a glass of champagne, which needs to be consumed right after the New Year is rung in for the wish to come true.

· In Germany they will welcome the year be eating a donut filled with jam or liquor called ‘Pfannkuchens.’  However as a practical joke some donuts are filled with mustard or something else, which is seen as bad luck. 

· In England the tradition of kissing at midnight stems back from an old English/German folklore.  It is said a midnight kiss will set the tone of your relationship for the coming year.  Pucker up.

· In Switzerland it is tradition to drop a dollop of cream on the floor on New Year’s Day to bring luck and a rich year.

· In Bolivia wearing yellow underwear on NYE will bring fortune.

· In Argentina wearing pink underwear on NYE will attract new love in the New Year.

At SP we come together as a community to pray and meet with God and ask for His favor for the New Year.

Philippians 3:4-15

The end of the year is a time for reflection.  Exploring what happened in 2021.  It’s important because if we don’t learn from our history then we are bound to repeat it.

George Santayana


Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

History is full of leaders and nations that failed to learn from history and repeated it to their own demise.

· Wars

Vizzini from Princess Bride


Never get involved in a land war in Asia.

Both Napoleon and Hitler failed to learn from history and lost horribly in Russia.

· Genocides

Jimmy Carter in a 1979 speech

…Never again will the world…fail to act in time to prevent this terrible crime of genocide

Since this speech there have been over two dozen instances of genocide around the world.

In order for us to 

1. Starts with an honest assessment

Philippians 3:12


Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect…

Paul admitted that he had not obtained it yet.  He was not there yet.  He had not yet arrived.  Perfect here is better translated complete (teleioo from root telos).

He knew he was not everything he knew he could be in Christ.

How amazing that one of the greatest men of God had not yet arrived in his Christian life.  

Living without regrets starts with an honest assessment.

Recognizing that we are not all that God ordains for us to be – and that bothers you.  

This year I have been more disappointed than ever.  Disappointed at God, at people.  But the most disappointed I have been is with myself.

It takes someone to say, “There is something wrong with this picture, Jesus Christ sacrificed and died for so much more than what I am living right now.”

Gideon’s journey started this way.  An angel of the Lord comes to him and calls him a valiant warrior and says that God is with him.  How would you respond if you were Gideon?  “Thank you Lord!  I am most grateful and humbled.”

Judges 6:13

Then Gideon said, “O my Lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us?  And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’  But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.”

How would you respond if you were the angel?  

Judges 6:14

And the Lord looked at him and said, “Go, in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian.  Have I not sent you?”

Gideon was chosen because he recognized there was something wrong here.  It was a gut level honest assessment.

This picture does not look right.  If we are God’s people then why am I threshing wheat in a wine press hiding from the Midianites?

Why is the man or woman of God living below the level of mediocrity?

Why is the man or woman of God struggling with sin?

Why is the man or woman of God entertaining thoughts that are beneath him/her?

There is something wrong with this picture.

That disgust you feel in your heart.  That piercing in your mind.  That is from God.  It’s a holy dissatisfaction.

We have to be honest and come to grips with it.

Sad part is people stop there.  It’s just the start.

2. Do the one thing

Philippians 3:13

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,

We got in this situation somehow.  It didn’t just come upon us.  Nothing comes out of a vacuum.  We didn’t wake up one morning and say, “Self, today we are going to love God less.”

Maybe we were disappointed with God or a pastor or leader let us down.

Paul says leave the past behind.  He puts his past to rest.  He gets over it.

We understand how difficult that can be but we need to be students to understand how we got into this predicament to begin with.  Use the same energy we do in our work to understand our spiritual condition.

Lisa and I – unresolved conflict.  One of the keys to our marriage is to forgive and forget. Don’t bring up the past or we will never get to our future.

Best way to put past to rest is to repent.

Jeremiah 31:34

They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Forgetting is an art.  It’s tough, difficult.  We are all different.

Conversation with a church member about dating.  He said I couldn’t relate to him because it takes me a day to get over a relationship with a girl whom I dated for a while – years.

If you can get over things right away, great.  If not, go to the River.  Talk to your accountability group.  Talk to your spouse, HC leader, and pastor.  Work on it.  Don’t be passive.

The best way to get over something – find something new to get into.

Love guys who can handle rejection – someone says not interested, there is always someone else.  How you doin’?

Paul says one thing he does but states two things:

1. Forgetting what lies behind

2. Reaching forward to what lies ahead

I believe Paul is saying forgetting happens when we can focus on what is ahead of us.  

We can let go of hurt because we know what God has in mind for us.

We can forgive because He forgave us and if we don’t we will be inflicted with that pain over and over again.

We can put our past to rest because God has a future for us.

Jeremiah 29:11

For I know the plans that I have for you declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

We can let go of that unhealthy relationship because He has a man/woman of God waiting for us.

Put the past to rest in your heart and resolve the conflict.

3. Apply the full court press

Philippians 3:14

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Paul must have been an athlete.  He talks about boxing, running, buffeting our body, goals and uses sports lingo and language.

He forgets his past and reaches forward and presses on.

Basketball – full court press.  All out man to man covering the whole court.  It’s fast, furious, energetic.

Malcolm Gladwell in his book David and Goliath tells the story of Vivek Ranadive, an immigrant from Mumbai who coached his daughter’s basketball team of 12 year olds to the national championships without ever playing the game himself. He simply used the full court press.

Let’s put our energies and effort in following God’s call for our lives.  The prize of the upward call of Christ.

I get emotional on airplanes watching movies – especially Korean movies.  Also, during the Olympics when the athletes get up on the podium.  All that effort, sacrifice and now the medal – the prize.

My mom would write me letters whenever I would go on missions trips.  In one letter she encouraged me to give my all for Jesus and she wrote this verse at the end.

2 Timothy 4:8

In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Brothers and sisters, a day is coming, it’s the moment of eternity where the Lord will put a crown on our heads that far surpasses any gold medal, Nobel prize, academy award or anything that this world lifts up.  A crown of righteousness.

Lets work for that prize!  Lets give everything we have and are for that moment of eternity.

Full court press.

Tonight I want to lead you to start the year right.  To forget and put the past to rest tonight at the cross.  No regrets as we start 2022.

Then to press on for the prize of Christ!
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