Persevere
James 1:12
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
Blessed is a man who perseveres
· That word persevere is often translated as “endure”
· Blessed is the man/woman who endures under trial
I feel like that’s the word for this season for me, and also for our church, in many ways. 
This has been a tough season. And it’s been a struggle. Dec 17 - EMP message on James 1:12
· Life is tough! These things happen. That’s why the Scripture talks about persevering. Even though quitting seems like it’ll be easier, what I’m called to do is to persevere! And it’s been on my heart since then. 
The Christian life, when we read through the New Testament, is all about persevering. That’s primarily our challenge. You know what to do. Now do it and don’t give up doing it. 
· Even the 21-day fast
Will primarily teach from Revelation 2-3. 
· John, the author, is an old man by now. Respected among the churches. 
· He’s exiled to the island of Patmos due to persecution
· He has a vision of Jesus, speaking to the seven churches in the area (show map)
· That’s Revelation 2 & 3
The general consensus amongst theologians is that although the message of Jesus is given to seven specific churches, this message is meant for all the churches (including us)
· At the end of his message to each church, Jesus says, every time: 
· “The one who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
· He expects everyone to heed what He is saying to the churches
· The number seven as symbolic number of completeness
We see a report card of sorts from Jesus in today’s passage for seven churches. Wouldn’t you want to know what Jesus, our King, has to say about us? 
No time to read all two chapters. We’ll look at one to see a pattern.

Revelation 2:1-7
To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:
‘I know your deeds and your labor and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil people, and you have put those who call themselves apostles to the test, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured on account of My name, and have not become weary. But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore, remember from where you have fallen, and repent, and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and I will remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. But you have this, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. The one who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who overcomes, I will grant to eat from the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.’
Pattern with all seven churches
a) Description of Jesus (the One who is speaking)
b) Affirmation
c) Rebuke
d) Exhortation to overcome
What are they commended for? 
· Persevering! Persevering in their labor, in their work. Persevering in sound doctrine (rejecting false teachers). Enduring. Not becoming weary. 
What are they rebuked for? 
· Abandoning their first love
· In other words, not persevering in their first love
Same exact phrase, “to the one who overcomes…”
· Overcome nikao - of Christians, that hold fast their faith even unto death against the power of their foes, and temptations and persecutions
Persevere in what? 
· When you read through chapters 2 & 3, you will see
· Persevering in our labor: in our mission, in our serving, in our calling
· Persevering in our devotion to God in the midst of persecution (not denying His name)
· Persevering in our devotion to God in the midst of all the things that pull at our affection and our attention
· Persevering in our love for God and for others
· Persevering in sound doctrine, our faith in God (holding firmly to Him)
· Persevering in our obedience, in our holiness, in our purity in the midst of temptation
This is what Sorge talked about. This was Jesus’ battle on the cross, and this is our warfare. 
· Temptation to lose faith in God’s goodness
· Temptation to grow bitter
· Temptation for our love to grow cold
Three observations on our motivation for perseverance
1) Jesus knows
a) Five churches - Jesus begins with “I know your deeds”. All seven begins with I know. I know your deeds. I know where you dwell. I know your tribulation. 
It’s at once super encouraging and yet kind of terrifying!
· All those times you have persevered and no one has recognized you
· serving your neighbors, praying for your HC members, praying for your leaders, doing manual labor, sacrificing, etc.
· It hasn’t escaped Jesus’ notice! 
· He will say - I know. I know your hard work. I’ve seen your love. I understand your sacrifice. And I’m proud of you. 
· My story of closing up church back in the day
· And at the same time, all those times you have given in
· Disobedience, giving in to sin, fear of man, closing our hearts to one another, turning a blind eye to someone in need, etc. 
· He knows! And He’ll say, I have this against you. 
But it’s a rebuke of love
· 3:19-20 Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.
· Laodicea - probably the worst one. It’s the only church where there is no positive comment. But Jesus says, I’m saying this because I love you, and I’m RIGHT there, longing to be with you. 
He sees your perseverance. Your endurance. Your devotion. 
2) The glory of Jesus 
Revelation 1:12-18
Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And after turning I saw seven golden lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and wrapped around the chest with a golden sash. His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. His feet were like burnished bronze when it has been heated to a glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 
In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
We need a renewed vision of who it is that we serve. 
John is trying to describe something that is indescribable. 
· Frustrating experience of trying to describe something amazing that you have seen
What's our vision of Jesus? 
· Nice guy?
We need a renewed vision of the glory of God… the majesty of God… the beauty of God… 
In chapters 4 & 5, after the messages to the churches, we get a glimpse of heaven. 
· In the presence of God and Jesus, these heavenly creatures cover their face and worship, over and over again, holy holy holy, bowing down before God 
We need a vision of Jesus that is more glorious, majestic, beautiful, and compelling than the difficulty of following Christ, if we are to persevere as followers of Christ. 
3) Rewards
With each church, Jesus ends with
· To the one who overcomes, I will…
· The final reward is different for each church, but the idea is the same. In the end, for the one who perseveres, there is a glorious promise of some kind of a reward
James 1:12
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
I think people have a hard time with the concept of rewards
· It somehow seems impure if you are obeying God / persevering for a reward
· We should be doing it regardless of the reward, whether we get anything out of it or not. Why? Because He is worthy. Because we love Him. He has given everything for us. 
· Intrinsic motivation
· Extrinsic motivation doesn’t work
· Intrinsic motivation has a longer term effect
· BUT, even for those who are motivated to work hard and persevere from within, there’s always a desire for some kind of recognition for their hard work
· Not necessarily a reward like candy, toys, money (these feel like bribes)
· But validation of their hard work, recognition, appreciation for what they have done
· Gold medal, Hall of Fame, Nobel prize, lifetime achievement
· None of the people that win these awards would have gotten there with extrinsic motivation. They are all motivated from within for the love of what they do. But, this type of recognition is so powerful, so moving, so encouraging, and something they do look forward to as a motivating factor to keep going
When all around has fallen, your castle has been burned
You used to be a king here, now no one knows your name
You live your life for honor, defender of the faith
But you've been crushed to pieces and no one knows your pain
When tomorrow has been stolen and you can't lift your head
And summer feels like winter, your heart is full of stone
Though all your hopes have fallen, your skin is now your only armour
Wear your scars like medals defender of the faith
Come, come, lay your weary head, be still my friend
Come, rise, I'll place my sword upon your shoulder
Come, come lay your faithful head, be still my friend
Come, rise with me
We’re not advocating for extrinsic motivation. We don’t persevere because we think there’s going to be some kind of heavenly candy or toy waiting for us. We are motivated from the inside out because we have fallen in love with His glory, His grace, His beauty. But we also know that one day, we’re going to have a glorious moment of returning home. 
