
Intro
· Facebook: Seeing people ski causing fomo.
· Life circumstances:
· Relationship: Saying Sorry
· Friends: I’m always initiating
· Work: You are more qualified but someone else got the promotion.
· HC: I’m always on time but others are always late
· Sermon on the mount
Matthew 5:38-42 (Eye for an Eye)
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, do not show opposition against an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other toward him also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.


Verse
Matthew 20:1-16 (The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard)
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 When he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and to those he said, ‘You go into the vineyard also, and whatever is right, I will give you.’ And so they went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did the same thing. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing around; and he *said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day long?’ 7 They *said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He *said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’
8 “Now when evening came, the owner of the vineyard *said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, starting with the last group to the first.’ 9 When those hired about the eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius. 10 And so when those hired first came, they thought that they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they grumbled at the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day’s work and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he answered and said to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go; but I want to give to this last person the same as to you. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I want with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last shall be first, and the first, last.”
1 denarius = a Roman silver coin = a days wages
Early in the morning = 6am
3rd hour = 9am
6th hour = 12 noon
9th hour = 3pm
11th hour = 5pm


1. Shift our focus from fairness to grace
The problem: Workers are fixated on fairness. They feel it’s not fair to be paid the same.
The reality: The landowner wasn’t being unfair, he was being generous.
“Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius?”
I’m sure the people who worked one hour had no problem with the landowner’s generosity.
Such is the case when we are the recipient of grace.
But when we are asked to extend grace or see other’s receive grace… get something they don’t deserve, we feel like it’s unfair.
Grace is receiving something good that you don’t deserve.
a. Fairness
i. Golden rule → Platinum rule → Jesus rule
ii. Sermon on the mound: Eye for an eye → turn the other cheek
b. Grace
i. Turn to the cross and remember:
1. Jesus demonstrated grace
2. We received the grace
3. We are under grace
Eg. Forgiveness


2. Shift our focus from comparison to gratitude
Matthew 20:15
Is it not lawful for me to do what I want with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?’
The problem: Envious eye. Comparing because of the land owner’s act of generosity.
The reality: They should be grateful.
· Comparison
· Work of the flesh (feeling)
· Galatians 5:26 - Don’t envy… looking up
· Galatians 6:14 - Don’t boast… looking down
· Eg. Adam and Eve in the garden.
· They should of been grateful
· They should of not taken what they had for granted
· Gratitude (reflection. Takes thought)
· 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
· Psalm 103:2-5
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.
· Eg. Nate got a word
· Ultimately gratitude in God


3. Shift of focus from results to stewardship
The response: They were focused on a result based on the number of hours they worked.
The reality: They should have been focused on doing a good job.
What happens when we focus on the results? We have expectations.
When expectations are not met, we become disappointed. We feel like things are unfair.
Eg. Fasting
Matthew 20:16
Last shall be first, and the first, last.
Stewardship explanation:
My grandfather was what the Bible calls a steward. He farmed 140 acres of citrus trees for a landowner who lived far away. The Hollow Hill Farm was entrusted to his care. He devoted himself to his trees, and he wanted them to bear fruit. But every season, he knew that it was God who gave the increase. So, if God did the decisive work, what did my grandfather do? He managed the environment that nurtured the orchard. Like Paul and Apollos, he spent his days planting and watering. While he could not guarantee a harvest, he could control the water, the soil, and the temperature that encouraged growth.
A farmer will go to great lengths to maintain that environment. For example, there were winter nights when my grandfather stayed up all night trying to deal with the cold. In the Southern California valley where he labored, the temperature occasionally dipped below freezing and threatened to kill the trees entrusted to his care. On those nights, he set up between each pair of trees what were called “smudge pots”—tall, fat pipes filled with burning motor oil. As they belched a smelly haze, they kept the trees from freezing. Smudging was exhausting and dirty work. All night long, he made sure each inky mess continued to burn. In the morning, my grandfather was covered with an oily residue, but his trees had survived. My grandfather was a steward with an orchard entrusted to his care. His planting and watering could not guarantee growth, but he could focus on creating an environment conducive for growth.
We look to the mighty men of God:
· Moses
· Joseph
· Daniel
Their results were spectacular, but it was God who did those miracles.
The part they played was they were good stewards.

