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Philippians 2:1-2
Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

Message

If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care—then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends.

The Philippians were staunch supporters of Paul since the beginning of his ministry but they had not seen Paul in years.  Then they heard he was under house arrest and poorly supplied with food and other necessities so they send to him Epaphroditus with some money and supplies to take care of him.  Epaphroditus returns to them with this letter. 

The letter was a way of Paul to say thank you to the church but also to address some minor disorders in the Philippian church:

· Pessimism over Paul’s continued imprisonment

· Timidity about pagan hostility

· Threat of Judaizers

· Disunity that was beginning to fall across the church

In Philippians 1:12-26 Paul had been speaking of his own attitudes toward his own painful circumstances.  

Now Paul focuses on how the Philippians should respond to their own circumstances.

Philippians 1:27

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

Chapter 1 finishes with Paul’s exhortation to steadfastness in the midst of their circumstances.  

Now in Chapter 2 he continues to exhort them in how they should respond and behave with each other.  The motivation of their behavior is their citizenship in another kingdom – the kingdom of God.

The Romans were in the habit of settling retired army veterans in strategic parts of their Empire.  The veterans were honored with the rights of Roman citizenship as well as with land to use and pass on to their heirs.  The citizens of these colonies were very proud of their identities as Romans.  They fully understood the value of their status and thus were totally loyal.  They modeled their city government after Rome’s including official titles.  

The colony of Philippi possessed fertile soil, gold and silver mines, and a tollgate on the trade route between Asia and Europe.  The Philippians had a great situation and they owed it all to Rome.  

This background helps us to understand Paul’s instruction to “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” (v. 27).

Politeuo – citizen.  We get the word polite and political from this word.

A polis was the basic unit of Greek society – an independent city-state.  In imperial times, citizens of a Roman colony like Philippi regarded the whole Empire as their polis in one sense, and their city as their polis in another.

They took their privileges and duties as citizens of Rome and Philippi extremely seriously with great patriotism and pride.

(Ralph P. Martin – Philippians)

The Philippian Christians had been brought up find their identity and pride in Roman citizenship, to make Rome and Philippi their first loyalty.  Paul wanted them to identify first of all with a different city and kingdom – the kingdom of God.

Paul asks the question – if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion.

These are all blessings we share as followers of Christ.  These are part of our common life in Christ.

If Philippians 1:27-30 were instructions on how to stay strong in the midst of external conflicts Paul now instructs them on how to stay strong in the midst of internal conflicts within the body of Christ.

Do we have access to the encouragement of Christ?  To the consolation of love?  To the fellowship (partnership) of the Spirit?  To affection and compassion?

If yes, then our behavior needs to change.

All of these centers on Christ that Paul will eloquently write about in a few verses later.

Charles Spurgeon

The Holy Spirit consoles, but Christ is the consolation.  If I may use the figure, the Holy Spirit is the Physician, but Christ is the medicine.

***Hong Kong needs the encouragement of Christ and the consolation (comfort) of love.  We are hurting and we need medicine, which is Christ!

How should our citizenship in the Kingdom of God change the way we behave towards one another?

1. Being of the same mind 

Having the same attitude not necessarily the same opinions. 

Donald. 

We can have different opinions about vaccines, government’s handling of covid, worship preferences, but we are to be united in love and purpose.

Christians are not very good at conflict resolution – people are not good at conflict resolution.

“You don’t believe in speaking in tongues?  You’re an idiot!”

The world says, “If you don’t agree with me then you are against me.”  No I love you but I don’t agree with you.

Not uniformity of thought but the common disposition to work together and serve one another.

Unity not uniformity.

Unity is vertical not horizontal.  When we all look to Christ then we become united.

AW Tozer

Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers [meeting] together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship. 

2. Maintaining the same love

Paul says we need to maintain – there is work involved.  It takes work to love others.  Sometimes a lot of work.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

I was challenged this week by a sister to replace love with I.

I am patient, I am kind, I am not jealous, I do not brag, I am not arrogant, I do not act unbecomingly, I do not seek my own, I am not provoked, I do not take into account a wrong suffered, I do not rejoice in unrighteousness, but I rejoice with the truth. I bear, I believe, I hope, I endure.  

3. United in Spirit

DL Moody

There are two ways of being united -- one is by being frozen together, and the other is by being melted together. What Christians need is to be united in brotherly love, and then they may expect to have power. 

4. Intent on one purpose

Our purpose is God!  To glorify Him.  To know Him, to be like Him and to make Him known.

Basically to get out of ourselves and get into God.  Move from self-centeredness to God-centeredness.

John Wesley wrote about his purpose.

John Wesley

I want the whole Christ for my Savior, the whole Bible for my book, the whole Church for my fellowship, and the whole world for my mission field.

All these speak of a deep, abiding internal unity among the Philippians and what we need as believers today.

Solomon's Porch | 4

