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Philippians 2:3-4
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Message

Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.

Paul is asking for a personal favor.  He asks the Philippian church to make his joy complete.  If they did this they would make the founding pastor very happy.   What is the favor?  

1. Being of the same mind – unity not uniformity.  Same attitude not same opinions.

2. Maintaining the same love – the love of Jesus, agape love.

3. United in Spirit – being melted together by the Spirit who brings unity to the body.

4. Intent on one purpose – our purpose is God, to glorify Him!

This incredible oneness and unity is the goal.  Do you realize how dangerous we become when we are one?

One of my favorite comics is Peanuts by Charles Schulz.

In a Peanuts cartoon Lucy demanded that Linus change TV channels, threatening him with her fist if he didn't. "What makes you think you can walk right in here and take over?" asks Linus. 

"These five fingers," says Lucy. "Individually they're nothing but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold."

***Show comic

 "Which channel do you want?" asks Linus. Turning away, he looks at his fingers and says, "Why can't you guys get organized like that?"

When we are one, we can overcome the world.

Romania 1989 Christmas revolution.

Dec 15 the secret police came to arrest Pastor Laszlo Tokes at his parsonage but he refused to surrender and around 200 parishioners stood with their pastor.  More joined a human chain around the pastor’s flat singing hymns.  

***Show picture

News from Timisoara spread and by Dec 25 the dictator Nicolas and Elena Ceausescu were tried and executed.

Unity is powerful.  

Paul desired for the Philippian church to walk in this incredible unity.  How would the Philippian church get there?

1. Avoid selfishness

This word is probably better translated as selfish ambition.  

The definition is electioneering or intriguing for office.  Before the NT usage this word was found in Aristotle’s works where it denoted a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means.

Strong’s Concordance

Apparently, in the NT a courting distinction, a desire to put one’s self forward, a partisan and fractious spirit which does not disdain the low arts.

We have to be honest and say that even our attempts to love others are more about the benefits we receive.

If I am nice to my wife, hopefully she will be nice to me…

Not all ambition is bad.  It’s good for us to be ambitious.  

I love watching kids be ambitious about sports.  There is that drive inside of them that can’t be taught.  Steph Curry, the baby faced assassin.  He reads negative Twitter feeds during half time to pump himself up.
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But we also aware of the selfish ambition that Paul is talking about too.  If we want unity then this kind of ambition needs to die.

2. Avoid empty conceit

This word in Greek means vain (empty) glory, groundless, empty pride.  A vain opinion or error.  In other words there is no reason to have any sort of pride.  It’s root word means glorying without reason.

Webster dictionary defines conceit as an excessive appreciation of one’s own worth or virtue.

We can easily see how conceit can take us away from unity.  If a person feels that they are so important or so talented it will be difficult for that person to work or cooperate with others.

Dating: How to Spot Mr. Conceited in No Time Flat by Dr. Alicia Clark:

The confident person conveys interest in others, while a conceited person focuses mostly on themselves.

Says it all.

3. Embrace humility of mind

Humility.  I won’t spend too much time on this today as my next sermon will address this point fully as we talk about the attitude that was in Christ Jesus (v. 5).

I will say though that what Paul is asking of the Philippian church is totally in opposition to the values and attitudes of the Roman world they are living in.  

The ancient Greeks considered humility to be a fault and not a virtue.  Think humiliation and not humility.  It was actually the NT and more precisely Jesus Christ who changed the meaning of the word – it is cruciform, or out of the cross.

Kenneth Wuest

In pagan writers generally, the word had a bad meaning, ‘abject, groveling.’  But when it comes into the New Testament, its meaning is ennobled.

Again I will spend more time discussing this point at length next time.

4. Esteem others as more important than yourself

This does not mean we should have low self-esteem.  We are sons and daughters of the King of all kings.  So don’t bow your head too low as your crown will fall off.  Self-hate is not glorifying to God.

But what we are to do is to esteem others first – think of others as more important than myself.  

The root word here means to surpass.  We want others to surpass us.  

This is a good parent.  We want our kids to surpass what we have done and accomplished. A good church wants others to surpass us.  

I want my sons and daughters to surpass me.

Jealousy kills unity.  When good things happen to others and then the what about me attitude is not conducive to unity.

When we put away our selfishness, our conceit, our tendency to think too highly of ourselves, our self-absorbed attitudes and esteem others are more important than ourselves then we will be more like Jesus and unity will become one of the byproducts.

Remember Paul is writing this.  He has been on this journey of humility and of truly looking at others as more important than himself.

Galatians 2:6, AD 48-49

But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)— well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.

1 Corinthians 15:9, AD 55

For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

Ephesians 3:8, AD 61-63

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,

1 Timothy 1:15, AD 65

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.

Most scholars place the writing of Philippians after Ephesians.  He has been growing in humility. 

May we continue to grow and esteem others as more important than ourselves – the key to unity.
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