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Exodus 3:13-14

Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?”  God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

What’s in a name?  Such a blessing to have a great name.  Andrew & Hazel’s son Boaz.

Two essential things in a name – Identity and reputation.

Abraham – father of many

Israel – one who struggles with God

Sang Yol – constant heat

Proverbs 22:1

A good name is to be more desired than great wealth, Favor is better than silver and gold.

The significance and origin of the name of Jehovah are especially brought out in God's revelation of Himself to Moses at the burning bush.

Through 4 centuries of oppression in Egypt, the children of Israel had believed in God's existence, but they had not experienced God's presence.

God proclaimed to Moses that He had personally come down to deliver His people from bondage and to lead them into the Promised Land. But before Moses could lead God's people, he first needed to learn who God was and is.

God replied, "I AM THAT I AM." 

This name is known as the Tetragrammaton.  The Tetragram appears over 6000 times in the Bible.  It was considered by Hebrew scribes as too sacred to be spoken aloud or spelled out fully so they just used the consonants. Instead they put it into all capital letters YHWH and say Adonai – LORD.  

They put the vowels of Adonai into YHWH – YAHOWAH, which became Jehovah in English.  The English bible translates the Tetragram as LORD.

To understand the power of this name we need to look at the context of Egyptian slavery.  The Israelites lived surrounded by Egyptian gods and their temples dedicated to deities with faces and bodies and animals.  Each deity had a name and dominion over a certain aspect of life.  For example the god Set was the god of chaos, violence, deserts and storms.  Isis has dominion over women, children, and medicine.  Each god had power over only a few elements of life but not the God of Israel.

Before the burning bush the Israelites called God Elohim or El – which is a title, not a personal name, or El Shaddai – God Almighty.  

When God gives His Name to Moses it conveys His dominion over all things.  All aspects of life not just some.  He is the self-sustaining, self-sufficient, ever-present One – who was, who is and who is to come.  

Yahweh implies more than just God's existence, which is eternal; it implies His personal, intimate presence.                                                                           

I AM – I AM whatever you need.

I am the bread of life.

John 6:26-35

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
1. Bread

Central, critical food item.  Cannot survive without it.  Cannot live without it.

Artos – food composed of flour mixed with water and baked but also refers to food of any kind.

2. Life

Zoe as opposed to bios (exist).  Zoe is life, the state of one who is possessed of vitality or is animate, vigorous, and absolute fullness of life.

3. Believe

Pisteuo – to entrust oneself.  In the NT a conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul, saving faith.

Let’s unpack this passage in John.

John 6:26

Jesus answered them and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.

They sought Jesus because of what He did for them – filled their tummies.  He offers them something much better – eternal food.

John 6:27

“Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.”

How can they get this food they ask?

John 6:29

Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

Jesus doesn’t just offer us bread, He says He is the bread.  The crowd were thinking that Jesus would bring down manna from heaven like Moses did but He was not offering them bread, manna.  He was offering Himself.

He is the sustainer of our lives.  If we want to truly experience life to the fullest, it starts with a relationship with God.  

Matthew 4:4

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’”

Mankind is not sustained by bread – we are sustained by God.

We are very similar to the crowd of people who just filled their tummies.  We come to Jesus when we want something from Him.  

Jesus doesn’t just make our life a little better, helps us cope with our problems.  He is life!  

And the best part is all we have to do is believe.  This belief is not work.  It’s trust.  Belief is not laboring or working for God.  Belief is a personal relationship with a personable God.

The crowd was so fixated on what they needed to do.  Jesus says the work of God is to believe in Him.  It’s not about work but about a relationship.  If that happens then the work will take care of itself.  

Jesus is our life.  He is the sustainer of our lives.  Without Him we have no life at all.  

Let the Holy Spirit speak to you.  Do you see Jesus as a meal ticket?  Is He useful to you or is He your life?

It’s all about Jesus!

Philippians 2:9 

Therefore God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name.

God has given Jesus the name above all names. 

His name is higher than any name. 

Everything is a name and His name is higher than all those names.

Let’s worship the name of Jesus.  
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