I am the Good Shepherd
John 10:11-30 NASB
11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters the flock. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and does not care about the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd, and I know My own, and My own know Me, 15 just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice; and they will become one flock, with one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it back. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it back. This commandment I received from My Father.”
19 Dissension occurred again among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?” 21 Others were saying, “These are not the words of one who is demon-possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes of those who are blind, can it?”
22 At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple area, in the portico of Solomon. 24 The Jews then surrounded Him and began saying to Him, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me. 26 But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep. 27 My sheep listen to My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give them eternal life, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
Shepherd metaphor
· Two main usage
· God and Israel (His people) 
· Jacob uses it. Earliest metaphor used to illustrate the relationship between God and man
· Genesis 48:15
Then he blessed Joseph and said,
“May the God before whom my fathers
    Abraham and Isaac walked faithfully,
the God who has been my shepherd
    all my life to this day,
the Angel who has delivered me from all harm
    —may he bless these boys.
· One the the last metaphors used in Scripture
· Revelation 7:16-17
16 They will no longer hunger nor thirst, nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.
· Psalm 23
· Leaders and people
· Moses
· Numbers 27:15-17
15 Then Moses spoke to the Lord, saying, 16 “May the Lord, the God of the spirits of humanity, appoint a man over the congregation, 17 who will go out and come in before them, and lead them out and bring them in, so that the congregation of the Lord will not be like sheep that have no shepherd.
· David
· Psalm 78:70-72
He also chose His servant David
And took him from the sheepfolds;
From the care of the ewes with nursing lambs He brought him
To shepherd Jacob His people,
And Israel His inheritance.
So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart,
And guided them with his skillful hands.
· Ezekiel 34
· Rebukes the leaders of Israel for not being a good shepherd
· Declares that He will be their shepherd
· But also points to another David who will come and be the good shepherd
· Ezekiel 34:23-24
23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the Lord have spoken.
The significance of Jesus' statement
· He’s claiming that he is God
· He’s claiming that he is the Messiah the prophets had been pointing to
HC Question
· What metaphor could God have used to describe his relationship with humankind in the 21st century? 
· The shepherd metaphor works because everyone in that time would have known what a shepherd does (even we can guess, even though most of us probably have never interacted with a sheep or a shepherd)
· Maybe a doctor? Maybe a teacher? Maybe a waiter who serves, provides, watches over you (a more humble profession, like shepherds would have been)?
What does the Good Shepherd do? 
· So many things

· Provides for us
· Protects us
· Leads us
Each of these could have been a sermon point!
· But suffice to say - the Good Shepherd takes care of us
· Isaiah 40:11 NIV
He tends his flock like a shepherd:
    He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
    he gently leads those that have young.
10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power,
    and he rules with a mighty arm.
See, his reward is with him,
    and his recompense accompanies him.
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd:
    He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
    he gently leads those that have young.
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,
    or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens?
Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket,
    or weighed the mountains on the scales
    and the hills in a balance?
13 Who can fathom the Spirit of the Lord,
    or instruct the Lord as his counselor?
14 Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him,
    and who taught him the right way?
Who was it that taught him knowledge,
    or showed him the path of understanding?
15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket;
    they are regarded as dust on the scales;
    he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.
16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires,
    nor its animals enough for burnt offerings.
17 Before him all the nations are as nothing;
    they are regarded by him as worthless
    and less than nothing.
18 With whom, then, will you compare God?
    To what image will you liken him?
19 As for an idol, a metalworker casts it,
    and a goldsmith overlays it with gold
    and fashions silver chains for it.
20 A person too poor to present such an offering
    selects wood that will not rot;
they look for a skilled worker
    to set up an idol that will not topple.
21 Do you not know?
    Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
    Have you not understood since the earth was founded?
22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth,
    and its people are like grasshoppers.
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy,
    and spreads them out like a tent to live in.
23 He brings princes to naught
    and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.
24 No sooner are they planted,
    no sooner are they sown,
    no sooner do they take root in the ground,
than he blows on them and they wither,
    and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.
He knows you
14 I am the good shepherd, and I know My own, and My own know Me, 15 just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
He knows you even better than you know yourself. Psalm 139. Nothing is hidden from him. He sees you, understands you, knows you.
Do you ever feel alone? Like nobody knows what you’re going through? 
· Nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen, nobody knows but Jesus
· Why is it so powerful? To know that others also know, is so powerful
· We all have secrets
· Secret pain that nobody knows, secret sins, secret addictions we cannot kick, secret doubts
· How powerful it is to know that Jesus already knows them, and hasn’t rejected you, hasn’t walked away from you, hasn’t written you off
He cares about you
11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters the flock. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and does not care about the sheep.
It’s implied here - Jesus is not like the hired hand who doesn’t care about the sheep. He cares deeply about the sheep, which is why, he is willing to lay down his life for the sheep (my next point). 
He knows you - all of your pain, all of your sorrow, all of your fears, all of your shameful things, worries, disappointments, struggles…
And he cares
Have you experienced care in the past? I’m sure you have. I’m sure you’ve also experienced “un-care” in the past as well. It’s not a nice feeling. Often we want to make relational connections when we begin a conversation
· Oh I saw the new Spider Man movie! 
· Oh how was it? - that’s care! Continues the conversation
· Ah, I hated it, it was probably the worst of the three - that’s not caring. No relational connection. Dead end. 
Phubbing
· Snubbing someone you’re talking to, in favor of your phone
Most parenting advice posts
· Show that you care
· Tantrums, acting out, emotional outbursts, etc - that’s a sign that something is going on
· Generally true
· Of course, sin also reigns in our hearts, we need correction, discipline, etc
· But it is powerful to show your child that you care. Usually a better outcome than a short-tempered cold remark
God cares. He cares that you are in pain. He cares that you are gripped with fear. He cares that you are bound to your own sinful ways, despite your sincere desire to live in obedience. 
Which leads us to the next point
He laid down His life for you
11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
Refer back to the knowing and the caring, and how in him knowing us, we’re talking about things that are hidden from others. 
There’s pain - physical pain, loss, suffering, “secret” because no one can know
There’s sin - shameful things, secret things, addictions
In His knowing of your pain, it’s not as if He merely sat on His throne, saying, oh man, I’m so sorry. Here’s a handout. 
In His knowing of your sin, He didn’t turn away in anger, rejection, disappointment
In His knowing, He truly cared. And in His caring, He became a man to truly know us, and He took our place on the cross to die for us. 
1 Corinthians 5:21
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Isaiah 53:1-6
1 Who has believed our message
    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
    and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind,
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
4 Surely he took up our pain
    and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
    stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
    and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.
Because He laid down His life for us, He is able to say, in verse 28, that He gives us eternal life. Through Him, we have a different kind of life here on earth, and we have hope of eternal life with Him in a short while. 
He brings in other sheep
16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice; and they will become one flock, with one shepherd.
It’s his desire to bring in other sheep who have yet to know Him as their shepherd. Other sheep who are lost, in pain, in sin. 
We should join him in this task! As we experience him as the good shepherd, we can in turn be a good shepherd to those around us who are in need of the Good Shepherd.
Response?
· Follow him! 
· Believe him
· Give your life to him
· Turn to him
· Thank him
The Pharisees sadly did not recognize Jesus as the Good Shepherd. They rejected him. They were offended by his suggestion that He was the Messiah, who is actually God Himself. 
You have an opportunity to follow Him this morning. Even if you are already in the fold, to come back to Him and to listen to Him, and to be carried close to His heart. 
Isaiah 53:7
He was oppressed and afflicted,
    yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
Rev 5 - the lamb that had been slain
