Rev. Samuel Song 
                            I Am the True Vine                          10 April 2022

Thank you for your prayers.  We were able to give Juanita a beautiful celebration of life ceremony in California and burial service in Arkansas.

In the midst of the busyness, I could feel God’s presence.  I didn’t sleep much but I had supernatural strength.  
· Late for flight

· Quarantine

John 15:1-5
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

John writes at length about Jesus’ self-identification.  
There are a dozen “I am” phrases in John’s gospel.  

· 6:35, 48 – bread
· 6:51 – living bread
· 8:12, 9:5 – light of the world
· 10:7 – door of sheep
· 10:9 – door
· 10:11 – good shepherd
· 10:36 – son of God
· 11:25 – resurrection and the life
· 12:46 – light
· 14:6 – way, truth, life
· 15:1 – true vine
· 18:37 – king
John 15 is best understood as a single passage from John 14-16.

After the Passover meal Jesus predicts His betrayal and Judas goes off to do exactly that.  Jesus informs His disciples He is leaving and attempts to comfort them.
John 14:1


“Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.”

Better translated as “You believe in God, believe also in Me.”

John 16:33

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

Jesus’ teaching on the True Vine is book ended with two powerful teachings on the Holy Spirit in chapters 14 and 16.
Chapter 15 begins with Jesus’ last “I am” statement.  
They were probably passing by the temple complex where a sculpted vine decorated one of the walls.  He is the true vine as He is also the true light and true bread – the genuine reality of which all the references in the OT were only shadows. 
(Psalm 80:8-18; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; Ezekiel 15; Hosea 10:1).
The image of the vineyard was a very well-known and powerful picture of Israel.
Isaiah 5:7a

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah His delightful plant.

God is the gardener.

Isaiah 27:2

In that day, a vineyard of wine, sing of it!  I, the Lord, am its keeper; I water it every moment.  Lest anyone damage it, I guard it night and day.

But Israel grew wild and off the path which led to fruitlessness and began to wither because they followed other gods and has brought destruction to the garden.
Jeremiah 12:10

Many shepherds have ruined My vineyard, they have trampled down My field; they have made my pleasant field a desolate wilderness.

Jesus says He is the true vine.  What does it mean that Jesus is the true vine?  Does that mean that there are false vines out there?

YES there are.  
God is the gardener.

Jesus is the true vine.
Disciples are the branches.

So what can we do to stay connected to the True Vine?

1.  Remain
Meno (abide, remain, stay, dwell on, endure, to continue to be present) occurs 40 times in John.  The verb is clearly defined as permanence.
To continue to be present.  Don’t go anywhere.  Just stay.
How do we learn to become intimate with Jesus?  Starts by just staying put.

Peter Jennings interview with Mother Teresa.

PJ: When you pray, Mother Teresa, what do you say?
MT:  Say?  I don’t say anything, I listen.

PJ:  Then what does God say to you?

MT:  Nothing He listens and if you don’t understand that then I can’t help you.

Mother Teresa has just taught us a valuable lesson on abiding.  

We are so busy running around everywhere.  We need to just remain, abide.
2.  Recognize
We can’t do anything without Jesus.

John 15:5b


…apart from Me you can do nothing.

Do we really believe that?  If we did our prayer life would change drastically.

The root of prayerlessness is not laziness – its self-sufficiency.  We don’t go to God and pray because deep inside we think we can do it ourselves.  We have not recognized our frailty.
3.  Read
John 15:7

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.

So important that His words abide in us.  We need the Word of God to live inside of us.  Absorb ourselves with His Word.  Eat every day.

Psalm 119:9,11
How can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping it according to Your word.  Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You.
The Word of God needs to be in us.

Dan Sneed, our retreat speaker shared a story of a young man who had his brain fried because of extreme drug use and got into Stanford University.
Hebrews 4:12a


The Word of God is living and active…

There is too much competition out there for our attention.  The world with all its demands are shouting at us with all kinds of enticements but the Lord is calling us to come away with Him and just remain.  We can’t do anything of spiritual value without Him.
He is inviting us to come away with Him.  Just open up your hearts and let Him in.  
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