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There are so many prophecies in the Old Testament about Jesus but the most harrowing one is found in Isaiah 53 known as The Suffering Servant.

Isaiah 53:1-12

Luke 23:34 

But Jesus was saying, "Father forgive them; for they know not what they doing."  And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 

At His birth there was no room in the Inn, which foreshadowed the treatment He was to receive at the hands of men. 

Again and again, His enemies attempted His destruction.  Now the cries of "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" screech through the Jerusalem skies and now the deed is done. 

No ordinary death would suffice.  It had to be a death of intense suffering and shame. 

A cross has been secured; the Savior had been nailed to it. And there He stands silent but His lips begin to move.

· Is He crying for pity?  NO! 

· Is He pronouncing guilt upon His crucifiers?  NO!

· Is He cursing God for this inhumane treatment?  NO!

What is He doing?  Jesus is praying for His enemies!

His public ministry had been opened with prayer (Luke 3:21), and now we see it closing with prayer. 

· He can no longer touch the sick with His hands since they are nailed to the Cross. 

· He can no longer go on errands of mercy for his feet are fastened to a tree. 

· No longer may He engage in instructing His disciples, for they have forsaken Him and fled. 

So what does He do?  He engages Himself in the ministry of prayer. 

When we are unable to do anything...we can always pray! 

First time in recorded history that someone on the cross prayed for forgiveness for those crucifying Him.

· Most people cursed the people. 

· Some begged for mercy.

· Many protested their innocence. 

But Jesus prays but more importantly – prays for the very people who are crucifying Him!

What lessons can we learn from His reaction on the Cross-?

1. Jesus is a man of His word

Jesus really lived out what He preached. 
· Turn the other cheek

· Give them the other garment

· Walk the extra mile

· Love your enemies

These weren't just nice thoughts.  Jesus lived them out.

We can trust what Jesus says to us because He does what He says.  He is not a hypocrite.  

Hypokrites – actor.  Made up of two Greek words that literally translated means “an interpreter from underneath.”  Greek actors wore large masks to mark which character they were playing so they interpreted the story from underneath their masks.  First appeared in English in 13th Century religious texts to refer to someone who pretends to be morally good or pious in order to deceive others.

He made free use of Christian vocabulary. He talked about the blessing of the Almighty and the Christian confessions, which would become the pillars of the new government. He assumed the earnestness of a man weighed down by historic responsibility. He handed out pious stories to the press, especially to the church papers. He showed his tattered Bible and declared that he drew the strength for his great work from it as scores of pious people welcomed him as a man sent from God. 

Who was this man?  Adolf Hitler.  A master of outward religiosity with no inward reality – a hypocrite.

Jesus was not a hypocrite.  Even with His last breaths He fully lived out His convictions.

2. Jesus identifies with us

Luke 23:34 

But Jesus was saying, "Father forgive them; for they know not what they doing."  And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 
He is identifying Himself with His people – us. 

On no previous occasion had He made such a request of the Father. 

He always forgave Himself.

· To the man sick of palsy, He said "Take courage, My son, your sins are forgiven" (Matt. 9:2)

· To the woman who washed His feet with her tears, Jesus said, "Your sins have been forgiven" (Luke 7:8) 

Why should He now ask the Father to forgive instead of directly pronouncing forgiveness Himself? 

Forgiveness of sin is a divine prerogative.

The Jewish scholars were right when they reasoned:

Mark 2:7

Why does this man speak that way?  He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?

Jesus is fully God and fully man. He was the Son of God who became the Son of man with the express purpose of offering Himself as a sacrifice for sin. 

While on the cross He did not exercise His divine prerogatives.

Matt. 9:6

“But so that you know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” – then He said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.”

He was no longer on earth. He had been lifted up from the earth.

John 12:32

 
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.”

When He prayed, He was absolutely identifying Himself with His people. 

He placed Himself in the position to be like us and He interceded. 

He really is Emmanuel, God with us. 
3. Jesus teaches us about sin

Luke 23:34 

But Jesus was saying, "Father forgive them; for they know not what they doing."  And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 
There seems to be conscious sins.  You know very well what you are doing.

Conversation with a church member who was living with someone and engaging in pre-marital sex…

There also seems to be ignorant sins.

Sin is always sin in the eyes of God whether we are conscious of it or not. 

Sins of ignorance need atonement just as do conscious sins.

Leviticus 5:15-16

“If a person acts unfaithfully and sins unintentionally against the LORD’S holy things, then he shall bring his guilt offering to the LORD: a ram without defect from the flock, according to your valuation in silver by shekels, in terms of the shekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt offering.  “He shall make restitution for that which he has sinned against the holy thing, and shall add to it a fifth part of it and give it to the priest. The priest shall then make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, and it will be forgiven him.

Numbers 15:22-25

Psalm 19:12


Who can discern his errors?  Acquit me of hidden faults.

God is holy and He will not lower His standard of righteousness to our level of ignorance.  We have no excuse for our ignorance.

God has clearly and fully revealed His will to us. We have the Bible in our hands and we cannot plead ignorance of its contents except to condemn our laziness. 

But what the ignorance reveals is the blindness of the human heart. 
They knew what they were doing. 

What He meant was they did not know the enormity of their crime – they did not know they were putting to death the King of glory. 

Our sins put Jesus on the cross.  The Romans and the Jews did not kill Jesus.  We did.

If you were to look at Rembrandt's painting of The Three Crosses, your attention would be drawn first to the center cross on which Jesus died. Then as you would look at the crowd gathered around the foot of that cross, you'd be impressed by the various facial expressions and actions of the people involved in the awful crime of crucifying the Son of God. Finally, your eyes would drift to the edge of the painting and catch sight of another figure, almost hidden in the shadows. Art critics say this is a representation of Rembrandt himself, for he recognized that by his sins he helped nail Jesus to the cross. 

Show Rembrandt The Three Crosses https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/354631
Raising of the Cross

https://www.everypainterpaintshimself.com/article/rembrandts_raising_of_the_cross
The Passion of Christ – it is Mel’s hand holding the nail driven into Jesus during the crucifixion.  It is symbolic; demonstrating we are all – he included – responsible.

https://twitter.com/MelGibsonFilms/status/979649445548654592/photo/1
4. Jesus teaches us about forgiveness

The cross also gave us an incredible model to live by. 
Jesus expects us to forgive others no matter the circumstances.                                                  He will not allow us the luxury of hating anyone, especially one of His children...even if they were nailing us to the cross. 

It is possible for us to be able to forgive. 

Stephen – First martyr. Acts 7

· V. 54 He was so anointed that the scribes could not reason with him.
· V. 55 He's looking at Jesus. 

· V. 56 He says, "Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.”

· V. 58 Saul is standing there in approval.

It was possible for Stephen to forgive because he caught a glimpse of Jesus and when he sees Jesus, what man does to him is insignificant. He wanted to be so identified with Jesus. 

Acts 7:60

Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!”  Having said this, he fell asleep.

Did Jesus answer this prayer?  Yes!  How do we know?

Remember who was standing there?  Saul, the greatest apostle. 

This one prayer of forgiveness released the way for thousands to come to know the Lord. 

The power to forgive comes from Jesus.  He requires it of us and then gives us the power.  He says, "Look at Me, look at the cross." 

How can you hate anyone who belongs to the One on the cross? 

How can we refuse to forgive anyone who belongs to the One who died? 

2 Corinthians 2:9-11                     

For to this end also I wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.  But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

Matthew 18:21-22; 35

Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him, Up to seven times?  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

Matthew 18:32-34

Then summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  ‘Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’  “And his lord, moved in anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.

When we don't forgive: 

1. 
We give Satan and evil spirits a door to enter into our lives.

2. The protective covering comes off us and the Father is grieved. 

Jesus says to us, "how can you do that? I died for you, I suffered everything for you."             

When we don't forgive it’s like saying: 

God, I agree with you on many points...salvation is from You and is a free gift. I agree with You that I ought to live a moral life. But on this point, I don't agree with you – this person does not deserve it and on this point I'm going to keep hatred in my heart. On this point I agree with the kingdom of hell and I cast my lot with Satan. On this point, I agree with Satan's hatred and wish ill and malice on this person. 

Unforgiveness is like drinking poison youself and waiting for the other person to die.

The Cross bought forgiveness for the whole world.  But forgiveness is a two-way street.  It must be received. 

Forgiveness can be extended but in order to be effective, it must be received. The Cross extended forgiveness to the whole world and now nothing stands in the way between sinful man and a holy God, except the refusal of that forgiveness. 

Man's primary need is forgiveness of sins. It is in vain that we select noble ideals and adopt excellent rules to live by if the sin issue is not resolved.

· What good are shoes if our feet are paralyzed? 

· What use are glasses if we are blind? 

· It doesn't matter how many friends attend my funeral if I meet my Maker without this need resolved. 

In praying for the forgiveness of His enemies Christ struck right down to the root of their need. Are you, by grace, one of those whom it is said: 

Colossians 1:4 

In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins. 

Jesus' prayer was a sign of perfect love. 1 Corinthians 13, love suffers long. When Samson came to his last hour, he used his great strength to destroy his foes. 

Jesus uses His last breaths to love. 

Even Stephen first prayed for himself then his foes. Christ prayed first for His enemies then Himself.

On this Good Friday morning.  Do you need forgiveness?  You can be set free today with a simple, heart-felt prayer – Father, forgive me for my sins.

Do you need to forgive others?  You can look to Jesus as Stephen did and find strength to forgive. 
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