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Philippians 2:6-7
Who although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.

Message

He had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of Himself that He had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what.  Not at all.  When the time came, He set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human!

Philippians 2:5-11 is one of the most famous of Paul’s passages.  Some scholars believe this passage was derived from a hymn sung in the early church.  There is so much beauty in its arrangement and poetic in its form.

It is often called the kenosis passage.  From the Greek root word kenos – empty (keno’o).  It forms the foundation of His Christology.

Who although He existed in the form of God,

Let’s make some things clear here.  Jesus is fully God.

Colossians 2:9


For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

Talking about being – hyparcho – to begin or to make a beginning.  

William Barclay

Describes that which a man is in his very essence and which cannot be changed.  It describes that part of a man which, in any circumstances, remains the same.

Paul’s use of this particular word informs his Greek readers that the Lord did not cease being God when He came to earth.

Form – morphe – the form by which a person or thing strikes the vision.

William Barclay

Morphe is the essential form which never alters; schema is the outward form which changes from time to time and from circumstance to circumstance.

The ancient Greek word translated form is very difficult to translate.  When we use the word form, we think of the shape of something; but not the ancient Greeks.  They thought of it as the idea of a mode or an essence – it is the essential nature of God without implying an image or physical shape.
Kenneth Wuest


Thus the Greek word for ‘form’ refers to that outward expression which a person gives of his inmost nature.

Did not regard equality with God something to be grasped,

Jesus was not trying to be equal to God, He already was.  

He is not trying to seek the divine nature, He already had it.

Just think of a person trying to grab something.  Jesus instead of grabbing it, He let go.

but emptied Himself, 

This is the keno’o – Jesus’ incarnation was a self-emptying.  

Jesus never stopped being God.  He did not give up some or all of His divine nature.

He beautifully laid aside His privileges of heaven.

He did not empty Himself of deity but emptied Himself of the privileges of deity.

Jesus never ceased to be God while He was on earth, He simply voluntarily refrained from using His divine privilege.  

Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain tells the story of two young boys born on same day and identical in appearance, Tom and Prince Edward.  They switch places.  Did Price Edward ever stop being a prince?  No, he was always the prince but his privilege of royalty was taken away from him.  Jesus on the other hand, voluntarily laid aside His royal privilege. 

taking the form of a bond-servant
Jesus did not exchange His deity to humanity.  He added humanity to His deity.  

Taking – lambano – to take with the hand, to take to carry away with a notion of violence.  He didn’t trade or exchange, He added.  He forcefully took on humanity.

being made in the likeness of men.

Angels are servants but not in the likeness of men.  

Aladdin’s genie was a servant but not in the likeness of men.

The kenosis passage gives us a beautiful picture of what took place at the Incarnation.  How did God become a man?  Paul beautifully describes what happened – Jesus laid down His privilege of being God – He never ceased to be God but laid down the privilege and came to us as a servant.

Jesus could have taken the form of a wealthy, powerful king but instead took on the form of a bond-servant in our likeness.

Postmodern question – so what?  What does this mean for us?

So if Jesus while on earth laid down the privileges of Deity then how did He do all those miracles and works of power?  How?

Holy Spirit.

Luke 11:20

But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

Matthew 12:28

But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

Exodus 8:18a


Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.”

Finger of God was also referenced in the creation of the tablets of stone of the 10 commandments.

We can now understand Jesus’ words to all His disciples that we would do greater works.

John 14:12

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

How can we do greater works?  Because we have the same Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:11

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to our mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

No wonder Jesus said it’s advantageous for Him to go so He can send us His Spirit.

John 16:7

But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.

Everything Jesus did on earth was not done by His divine nature.  Everything Jesus did on earth was through the power of the Holy Spirit that we have, who lives in us!

Let’s ask the Holy Spirit to come upon us!
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