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Philippians 2:12-13
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Message

What am I getting at, friends, is that you should simply keep on doing what you’ve done from the beginning.  When I was living among you, you lived in responsive obedience.  Now that I’m separated from you, keep it up.  Better yet, redouble your efforts.  Be energetic in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God.  That energy is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God Himself willing and working at what will give Him the most pleasure.

We should not lose the connection from the obedience Jesus showed – He came to earth to learn obedience, and the obedience Paul expected the followers of Christ to show.

This passage has over the years been very contentious

Does Paul expect us to be nervous and anxious about our salvation?  To be worried constantly that we may lose it?  Of course not.  That would violate most of his own teaching on salvation by grace through faith.

Work out – to carry out to the goal, to carry to its ultimate conclusion.

Working out our salvation is very different than working for our salvation.

Fear in this passage has the connotation of reverence or respect.

2 Corinthians 7:13-15

For this reason we have been comforted.  And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all.  For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to you in truth, so also our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth.  His affection abounds all the more toward you, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how you received him with fear and trembling.  

Clearly Paul says Titus was encouraged by the Corinthian’s reception of him with fear and trembling – meaning that they received him and his teaching with great humility and respect for his position as a minister of the gospel.

Even Paul when he first came to the Corinthians he came in weakness and in fear and in much trembling aware of the high calling to preach the gospel to the Gentile world.

1 Corinthians 2:3


I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 

The Psalmist said it beautifully.

Psalm 2:11


Worship the Lord with reverence and rejoice with trembling.

Justification versus Sanctification

Justification – accepted by God in Jesus Christ

Sanctification – how much we are living like Jesus. 

Justification is the work of God where God moves a willing person from the state of sin (injustice) to the state of grace (justice).  A change in a person’s condition moving from a state of sin to a state of righteousness made possible through the sacrifice of Christ.
Romans 4:3

For what does the Scripture say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.

Romans 5:1

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Galatians 2:16

nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.

· This righteousness is not earned or retained by any effort of the saved. 

· Justification is an instantaneous occurrence with the result being eternal life.  

· It is based completely and solely upon Jesus' sacrifice on the cross 

1 Peter 2:24

And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

And is received by faith alone.

Ephesians 2:8-9

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

· No works are necessary to obtain justification. Otherwise, it is not a gift 
Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

· Therefore, we are justified by faith 

Romans 5:1

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sanctification is the process of being set apart for God's work and being conformed to the image of Christ.  

This conforming to Christ involves the work of the person, but it is still God working in the believer to produce more of a godly character and life in the person who has already been justified.

Philippians 2:13

for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
· Sanctification is not instantaneous because it is not the work of God alone.  

· The justified person is actively involved in submitting to God's will, resisting sin, seeking holiness, and working to be godlier.

· Significantly, sanctification has no bearing on justification – even if we don't live a perfect life, we are still justified. 

Differences:

1. Where justification is a legal declaration that is instantaneous, sanctification is a process.  

2. Where justification comes from outside of us, from God, sanctification comes from God within us by the work of the Holy Spirit.  Partnership.

3. We contribute to sanctification through our efforts.  In contrast, we do not contribute to our justification through our efforts.

Charles Spurgeon

Some professors appear to have imbibed the notion that the grace of God is a kind of opium with which men may drug themselves into slumber, and their passion for strong doses of sleepy doctrine grows with that which it feeds on.  ‘God works in us’ say they, ‘therefore there is nothing for us to do.’  Bad reasoning, false conclusion.  God works, says the text; therefore we must work out because God works in.

There is an order to this too.  Justification must come first then sanctification.

Base justification on sanctification:

Because I am obeying therefore I am accepted and loved.

Base sanctification on justification: 

Because I am accepted and loved by God I joyfully obey.

Jews as the chosen people of God had an incredible understanding of this.

Covenantal Nomism vs. Merit Theology (legalism)

Israelites understood that because they were chosen of God and received the Law, obedience was an overflow.  It suggests that the Jewish view of relationship with God is that keeping the law is based only on a prior understanding of relationship with God.

Because God loves me, I do versus I do in order to get God’s love.

I serve because He loves me versus I serve so He can love me.

I pray because He loves me versus I pray so He can love me.

I obey because He loves me versus I obey so He can love me.

The Israelites obeyed the Law because they were chosen and loved by God not so they can be chosen and loved.

You can never win with legalism.  Two outcomes of legalism:

Feel superior because you are living up to the standards – Pharisees

Feel inferior because you are not living up to the standards – most Christians

There is a radical middle.

Tim Keller

I am more loved than I hope for but I am more sinful than I can imagine.

I am a terrible sinner but loved by God.

Humility with boldness.  Not humiliation.  Keeps us humble but with confidence.  It’s the power of the gospel.

So how now shall we live?  

We live in the confidence that we are totally loved but also with reverence and trembling that we are to become more like Jesus everyday.  
Psalm 2:11


Worship the Lord with reverence and rejoice with trembling.
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