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Philippians 2:14-16
Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

Message

Do everything readily and cheerfully—no bickering, no second-guessing allowed!  Go into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this squalid and polluted society.  Provide people with a glimpse of good living and of the living God.  Carry the light-giving Message into the night so I’ll have good cause to be proud of you on the say that Christ returns.  You’ll be living proof that I didn’t go to all this work for nothing.

It seems there are some problems among the Philippians, which prompted Paul to write this whole chapter.  Paul writes to them to be united, to let nothing be done from conceit or selfish ambition, and to regard one another as more important than yourself – to basically have the attitude of Christ.

Perhaps the persecution they were facing caused some unruly behavior to come out – not unlike the protests here in HK or covid.

There also seems to be some complaining and anger towards God for their present situation.  Paul uses the same language that was used to describe Israel’s complaining towards God during the Exodus.  

It seems the persecution they were under and their suffering were causing grumbling and disputing.  Perhaps they resented God for their present situation.  

Philippians 1:29

For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 

In these verses Paul is giving the Philippian church a practical way to live out his exhortation to have the mind of Christ and work out their salvation in fear and trembling.

Who is a Christian?

Are Christians supposed to be different than the world?

Nazario Moreno Gonzalez.  He is known to carry a Bible with him wherever he goes and even wrote a 104-page book called “Thoughts” where he offers advice on personal empowerment, Christian living and proper etiquette.  He leads an organization, called the Family, which encourages his members to study the Bible and pray the rosary.  

How nice.  Sounds like a nice young man.

Would it surprise you to know that his organization, La Familia Michoacán, is one of the most ruthless drug cartels in Mexico?  In 2006 to announce their freedom from the Gulf Cartel and Los Zetas his gunmen threw 5 human heads onto a discotheque floor in Uruapan, Mexico.  His nickname was El Mas Loco – the craziest one.  He was put on the FBI most wanted list for counterfeiting, extortion, kidnapping, armed robbery, prostitution, and drug trafficking.

Is El Mas Loco a Christian?

I don’t know for sure but we can surely say that our Christian confession should include Christian behavior.  Creeds and deeds.

So according to Paul what are some characteristics of Christian living?

1. A non-complaining spirit

Do all things without grumbling or disputing.

There is a difference between grumbling and groaning; moaning and mourning (James Tang).

Also a difference to whom you are doing this to.  Don’t do it to other people – go complain to God.  He can do it.

RT reminded us that should cry out to God but if we must we can have one very mature Christian where we can confide – preferably our spouse.

If we can have a non-complaining spirit Paul says “we will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.”

Those words are taken from the Exodus.

Deuteronomy 32:5

They have acted corruptly toward Him, they are not His children, because of their defect; but are a perverse and crooked generation.
The root of grumbling, disputing, and complaining is bitterness.  

If you are continually complaining about something, ask yourself what are you bitter about?

Bitterness with God over my mom.

2. A shining light

among whom you appear as lights in the world,

Paul is not asking the Philippians to do something – go be a light.  He is stating a fact.  Christians are lights in the world.

Matthew 5:14


You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;

The questions is not if you are the light or not but how bright your light shines.

How bright is your light?  Is it dim, is it barely noticeable?

Especially important as the Philippians are set in an environment of darkness.  They should be shining even more but instead they are acting just like the world.

3. Clinging to the Word

holding fast the word of life,

The Scriptures are our manual on how to life this life on earth.

Our ethnicity, culture, mores of society are not our guide.  It’s the logos.

Psalm 1:1-3

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.  He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.

Are you bitter about something?

How bright is your light?

Are you clinging to His Word?
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