2022.06.11 - Unanswered Prayer
Talk about the book (Celebration of Discipline) 
· It’s one of my favorite books
· How I so did not like the title and didn’t want to read it
· How I thought it would be a bunch of religious instructions and what I must do to be a “better Christian”; I dreaded reading it
· but when I started reading it, I quickly realized this is not that kind of a book
· How I was weeping as I was reading the book - so encouraging and so inspiring to fall in deeper love with Jesus
Today, I am supposed to talk about prayer - it’s one of the disciplines in the book
Let’s start with a question: Why do we pray? 
There are many reasons of course. To draw near to God, to know Him more, to know His heart, to join Him in His work. These are all very valid and good reasons. But we can draw near to God, know Him more and do His work through other means too such as worship, reading the word, service, etc. So why do we pray? What is special about prayer? That is God answers our prayers. When we come before God humbly and ask Him for help, He hears our prayers and helps us. When we face impossible situations that we cannot do anything about and we come to the Lord and confess that we are powerless and that we rely on Him, He rends the heaven and comes down and delivers us for His glory. 
One of my favorite stories of answered prayer in the Old Testament is the story of King Hezekiah. Let me set the stage for you. Brief history of Israel. The kingdom of Israel was formed when they entered the promised land through Moses and Joshua. One day they ask for a king and soon after, Israel is divided into a northern kingdom and a southern kingdom because of their sin. Northern kingdom was mainly evil and they were destroyed in 720 BC. The southern kingdom had more righteous kings and they walked in the way of the Lord more but eventually they also continued in their evil and were destroyed about a hundred years later. 
Hezekiah was a righteous king who honored the Lord and radically obeyed Him. He followed the Lord wholeheartedly. But even for a righteous man, a life-threatening crisis occurs. The same nation that destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel (Assyria) has come to destroy the southern kingdom of Judah too. So think about this, by now, they have witnessed their sister kingdom (a nation chosen by God just like themselves) have been destroyed by this same enemy. And they have just destroyed a city next door called Lachish and have come to conquer Jerusalem. This crisis is as real as it gets. The most powerful army at that time is at your front yard. And as they come they are telling the people of Judah, they have destroyed the northern kingdom and a host of other nations by their might. What makes you think that you will be saved? What makes you think that God can save you when no other god was able to save their nation before Assyria. 
It is at this point, Hezekiah prays this prayer. Let’s read it together:
14 Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it, and he went up to the house of the Lord and spread it out before the Lord. 15 Hezekiah prayed before the Lord and said, “Lord, God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 16 Incline Your ear, Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, Lord, and see; and listen to the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to taunt the living God. 17 It is true, Lord; the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands, 18 and have hurled their gods into the fire; for they were not gods, but only the work of human hands, wood and stone. So they have destroyed them. 19 But now, Lord our God, please, save us from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, Lord, are God. [2 Kings 19:14-19]
And then God hears Hezekiah’s prayer. And then let’s see what God does. 
35 Then it happened that night that the angel of the Lord went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when the rest got up early in the morning, behold, all of the 185,000 were dead. 36 So Sennacherib the king of Assyria departed and returned home, and lived at Nineveh. 37 Then it came about, as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer killed him with the sword; and they escaped to the land of Ararat. And his son Esarhaddon became king in his place.
God in one night, destroyed 185,000 of Assyria’s army - they don’t even get to fight. The king goes back probably scared to death and is killed in his own home. Talk about victory! Talk about answered prayer. 
And this is not just in the bible. We have our own stories of victory. We have own testimonies of God coming through and answering our prayers and delivering us when we cry out to him. When God answers our prayers, oh, the joy and the glory. We experience His salvation, power and glory and we are filled with joy and thanksgiving. We bask in God’s victory and grow in faith in the Lord. 
However, unfortunately, that is not the only kind of experience we have. There are times when our prayers are not answered for various reasons. Sometimes it’s not the will of God, sometimes, we have unrepentant sin in our heart, maybe there was lack of faith, maybe God had some other plans and sometimes, being very honest, we have no idea why our prayer is not answered. And especially when it was something we really wanted, something very dear to us and if we prayed with much faith and hope and effort, and the prayer is not answered, our disappointment can also be damaging to our heart. (the deeper the desperation, the deeper the devastation)
For those of you who have been with SP in the last 2+ years would know. 3-4 years ago, as a church, SP took on a prayer battle or assignment. We found out that our brother, Calvin, who is now with the Lord in heaven, was diagnosed with stomach cancer (late stage). He was only in his mid-thirties. Immediately, we got into battle mode. We started a prayer chain with fasting, we started having corporate prayer meetings that were packed. We went to Calvin’s hospital multiple days a week, we were downloading verses, praying through the verses, receiving confirmation, receiving prophetic words, declaring prophetic words, we did everything we knew to do and we were so filled with faith and expectation that he will be healed. I mean that’s gameover right? We were so sure that God’s will was to heal our brother, and we believed with all of our hearts, we fasted, we were expecting, we prayed the Scripture, we worshiped, prophetic words, confirmations, etc. We never prayed so hard and believed so sure. At least that was the case for me. 
And so when he passed away, we were completely lost and totally devastated. It made absolutely no sense. Didn’t God say that prayer of a righteous person accomplishes much? Didn’t God say that his words will not come back to him void but that it will accomplish his purpose and succeed in the thing for which He sent it? Weren’t there promises given? We were so confident. I had so much faith that he will be healed.
This experience did something to me. I could not pray with as much fervor. I could not sing about the promises and the victory of God anymore - it was just much harder. I could not believe for healing or for miracles as much. I had no faith for healing. I still prayed. I still spent time with God. I still led IP :) But it was not the same and I just could not believe God for healing or expect Him to heal. 
And I believe there are other people who may be going through similar struggles. A prayer that you really, really hoped would be answered. Something you had so much faith for. Maybe it’s about physical healing, relationship issue, financial difficulty, work, etc. But you took a step of faith, took a risk and went after it but the result was not what you hoped and as a result you were deeply, deeply disappointed. Maybe you decided not to take a risk with God again. Maybe you are not able to believe and hope like you used to. 
I am going through this process of restoration myself. Sometimes it can be a long process and this message was born out of my own struggle even just last week as I was struggling with making sense of what happened. But I do believe this is a message that God has for us in this season. To encourage and lead us to rise above and to….
It’s not some easy, simple 3 steps to healing in 3 days (satisfaction guaranteed! 
Rather, it’s a desperate heart cry and a decision to pour our heart before God. 
1. Recount God’s answered prayers
It is especially in these moments, it’s important to recount and remember the faithfulness of God and how God has come through for us and answered our prayer 
Lamentation 3:19-24
19 Remember my affliction and my wanderings, the wormwood and the gall!
20 My soul continually remembers it and is bowed down within me.
21 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
Lamentation is not a happy book. It’s a book written by prophet Jeremiah lamenting the destruction of Judah (the southern kingdom) by Babylon and the suffering they are going through. But in the midst of his hopelessness and bitter lament, he remembers the steadfast love of the Lord that never ceases and he renews his hope in the Lord. 
Let me share one such testimony of God answering our prayer for healing at SP. It was about 7 years ago - I’m not too sure (could be more). But there was a sister at SP who suddenly fell very ill. The doctors were saying she could die any moment and they were trying to do a very risky surgery on her. I remember it was during our annual fast in January. The IP team heard news and we were praying and we met on one Saturday morning and we were praying for that sister. And I don’t remember why but we started praying the prayer of the blind beggar who wanted to meet Jesus. We prayed “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me! Jesus, son of David, have mercy on us!” And like the blind beggar in the bible, we started praying really loud - like top of our lung yelling and screaming. There was so much desperation and God was moving and then I would never forget this. It was almost as if I knew that Jesus was physically in the room; I can’t explain it. But I just knew that Jesus was right in front me! I have never had such experience before or after. But at that moment, I knew he was there. And he asked me just like in the bible, “What do you want me to do for you?” And I started weeping and I said, “Jesus, please heal our sister.” And I remember about 1 or 2 days after that, she was no longer in a critical condition and about a week after she became stable. 
God answers prayers. 
2. Pray as you are (Do not give up)
Let me ask you a question. If we pray about something (anything) and our prayer is not answered, does that mean prayer does not work (even though the Bible teaches us that God hears our prayers)? OK, if we pray about something with a lot of faith and based on the promises in the Bible, does that mean the promises in the Bible are now false? 
Do we judge the word of God based on our experience? Or do we interpret our circumstances based on the Word of God?
Let’s think about this. When your phone has bad reception and you cannot go online, do you readjust your position and continue to look for the signal UNTIL you find it? Or do you conclude that there is no such thing as a mobile network in this world and therefore throw away your phone? No one would do that right?
In the same way, when our prayer is not answered (and God says I will answer your prayer, therefore pray), should we conclude that prayer does not work, is not worth it and we give up on prayer altogether? Or do we readjust our prayers, learn and grow, and continue to pray UNTIL our prayers are answered? 
What is greater reality? The everlasting word of the living God? Or our temporary experience? 
Henry’s mom’s testimony. 
I’m not too sure about the timeline but this was not too long after our brother Calvin went to be with the Lord. I heard the news that our brother Henry (who is a hc leader), his mom caught Covid in the UK while she was volunteering at a hospital to help other Covid patients. This was in January of 2021, when we still had the original covid that was supposedly more potent. Her symptoms were so severe that she had to be admitted to the hospital and her condition continued to worsen to the point that they were trying to force oxygen into her lung to keep the oxygen level up but it was not working. The doctor told the family to make preparations as they didn’t expect her to survive. 
And we had zoom prayer meetings with the IP team and people in the UK. And honestly, I had no faith for healing. We were coming from the devastating loss and I was so dry spiritually, was not doing well. And we had to pray for a miracle. I knew I had to pray but I did not know how. And I remember all I could say was: God, we are so powerless. We do not know how to pray for healing. We see no result and I don’t know if it’s because we are lazy or didn’t pray for enough people. I don’t know. But we suck. God please, have mercy and heal Henry’s mom. And at this time, I never even met Henry’s mom. I do not know her at all (i didn’t even know Henry that well!). But I started weeping. And we had 2-3 zoom prayer meetings (and I believe we were fasting) anyway, and the presence of God was so strong. We were NOT meeting in person. We were only praying over Zoom and His presence was so powerful and we were so desperate. And then miraculously her oxygen level started to go back up. The doctor who was not a Christian when he found out that we were praying, told Henry, whatever you’re doing keep doing it. And she was completely healed - 100%. 
And then, what’s just amazing is that after she was healed, she went straight back to the hospital where she was volunteering saying, “if not me, who will go?”
God answers prayers. 
And this third point is what I am still working on. And that is: 
3. Encounter the Lord
All great people of God in the Bible, when they experienced extreme disappointment, went to the Lord, poured out their heart and encountered God.
Habakkuk, upon witnessing the evil done to his people by Babylon, complained to God. 
Elijah, when his extraordinary miracle resulted in a death threat by Jezebel, complained to God and said, “Enough! Now Lord, take my life.”
David, in numerous Psalms, would complain to God and cried out to Him about the life and death situation he was in for many, many years. 
What they all have in common is that when they were faced with extreme distress, disappointment and discouragement, they went to the Lord and waited for Him instead of harboring bitterness towards Him or choosing to no longer trust in God. 
And that really pleases God. When we take God seriously enough to come to Him and ask Him directly what the heck is going on and pour out our heart, pain, confusion, and anger before Him. 
And not only because we take Him seriously but also because God is the only one really, who is able to heal us and restore us. There is no one who is as committed to our healing and salvation as God is. Look at Jesus. His death and resurrection on the cross! Therefore, it pleases our loving Father God so much when we come to Him to be made whole instead of finding our own ways or listening to the lies of the enemy. 
(Even Jesus, in perfect harmony with the Father, came before God to pour out His heart in agony before His death on the cross saying “If it is possible, let this cup pass. But not my will but yours be done.”)
And it is in that place, God meets us where we are and we experience Him like never before, deeper and more real than ever before, and we behold His glory and receive strength and peace that the world cannot explain. 
Look at elijah in more detail
· had the miracle bread that gave me energy not only to last him for 40 days but also gave him strength to run up a mountain in the heat of the desert for 40 days without food
· Encountered the whirlwind, fire, rocks
· Heard the still small voice of the Lord
· Anointed two kings one of whom was to execute justice against the evil queen
· Raised up his successor, Elisha - perhaps the most anointed, supernatural power filled prophet in the entire Bible - instrumental for the very existence of the northern kingdom of Israel. If it wasn’t for him, the entire nation could have very much perished even much earlier.
Look at habbakuk
· Joy, hope, faith
· Habakkuk 3:17‭-‬19 ESV
Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments.
And all these people, Habakkuk, Elijah and David, and many other heroes of faith, when they poured out their agony before the Lord, encountered God, and despite their existing circumstances and disappointment, obtained greater faith, greater hope, strength than ever before. They did not just merely survive and continued in passivity. No, they more than conquered through Him who strengthens them and stepped into the fulness of their God-given calling and destiny.
· Wanna suggest to you. In times of our greatest disappointment and doubt, the Lord is waiting to restore us. And not just to restore us but to bring is to a greatest encounter and revelation.
Can I ask the worship team to come up please?
What about us? How do we react when we experience disappointment and loss? and when our prayer is not answered? Do we choose to leave God? Or do we come to God with our heart and encounter Him? 
Most of us will probably choose somewhere in between (myself included). You know, we will not leave God altogether (because we are too religious for that) but because of our hurt and wounds, we only give a part of our heart. We will still do the right things, but we will not dare to dream with God. We will not believe for the impossible, we will not pray until something happens, we will not trust Him fully or truly expect Him to show up. And we will certainly not take risks. We live a life that is neat but without the power of God. Decent but not nearly experiencing the fulness of what God has in store nor stepping into the fulness of our God-given calling and destiny. 
I believe God is inviting some of us today to come to Him and pour out our heart so that He can encounter you. I believe God wants to restore some of us today not only to what we used to be before but stronger than ever before. I believe God wants to touch us so that we can dream again and believe for the impossible and go after the glory of God. 
Jeremiah 33:3 - Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.
Psalm 81:10 - I, the Lord, am your God, Who brought you up from the land of Egypt; Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.
I wanna suggest to you. God is not our best option. He is our only option. God is not our best hope. He is our only hope. You know, our world is becoming more and more black and white. There is less and less gray. The world is becoming exceedingly evil and the time is becoming increasingly desperate and we are in desperate need of believers who will dream God’s dreams and believe for a great move of God and seek His face. The world does not need “nice” Christians. They need believers who live in His glory and power. We are in great need of faith-filled, wholehearted, bold, powerful prayers by His people. 
The Bible says:
2 Chronicles 7:14 - If My people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sins and heal their land. 
Will you join His call to pray? To pray like it matters. To pray until we see His glory? 
Let’s pray. 
Response: 
· Do you have disappointment that is undealt with? 
· Are you afraid to pray with faith anymore? 
Refereces: 
John 16:23-24 - In that day, you will no longer ask Me anything. Very truly I tell you, My Father will give you whatever you ask in My Name. Until now you have not asked for anything in My name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 
John 14:14 - If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 
2 Chronicles 7:14 - If My people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sins and heal their land. 
Psalm 40:1 - I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heart my cry. 
Matt 7:7-8 - Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find. Knock and it will be open to you. For everyone who asks receives, he who seeks finds and to him who knocks it will be opened (Keep asking, Keep seeking, keep knocking)
John 15:7 - If you abide in me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be given to you
1 John 5:14-15 - This is the confidence we have in approaching God; if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of Him.
Mark 11:24 - There I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, belive that you have received it and it will be yours. 
Prov 15:29 - The Lord… hears the prayer of the righteous.
Matt 7:11 - If you then who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will you Father in heave give good things to those who ask Him!
Luke 18:1 - Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 
James 5:15 - And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well. 
