The Discipline of Guidance: 31st July, 2022

What is Guidance?  Guidance is the discipline of “hearing God’s voice and obeying His word.”   

When I was asked to preach on Guidance by P Sam, I did what every good Asian would do.  I summarized the key points from Richard Foster’s book. I added important points made by other Christian writers.  Then I backed it up with Bible verses.  Then I added examples and personal anecdotes.  Then I sent the whole thing to P Sam for his review.  After 2 days of silence, he wrote back “Shao, I really enjoyed reading your book”…
Guidance, you see, is a really broad topic.  Because the discipline of listening to God and following Him is the subject of most of the Bible.  It is the subject of the whole Experiencing God course.  There are many books about it.  And it is a discipline that has both individual and corporate aspects.  
But relax.  I won’t go through all of it today.  Instead, in the interests of time, I will focus mainly on sharing with you what, to me, are the most important lessons which I have learned whilst trying discern God’s will over the years.  I will split the sermon into 2 parts.  First, I will talk about the Why and the Where of Guidance – Purpose and Destination.  Then I will talk about the How of guidance, which is Process.

I. The foundations of guidance – Why and Where?
For me, the MOST IMPORTANT THING about seeking God’s guidance, is to understand that it’s not about me.  It’s not about us even. It’s all about Him.  

We all seek God’s guidance from time to time.  I have sought God’s guidance on many questions: “Should I buy this house?” “Should I serve in this ministry?”  “Should I quit my job?”  Regardless, 99% of the time, all my questions are really just the same question: 

“Lord, in this situation [fill in the blank], what is the course of action which would result in minimum suffering and maximum benefit to me?”

In this sense, my mindset is no different from the thousands of people who go the Wong Tai Sin temple every Chinese New Year to pray for happiness, prosperity and health for themselves and their loved ones.

But the God of the Bible is very different.  The God of the Bible is not our genie in the lamp.  The God of the Bible is Creator of all, Lord of all, Centre of all.  Isaiah 43:7 tells us that we were all created for His glory.  Colossians 1:16 tells us that “all things have been created through Him and for Him”.  Therefore, God’s primary objective in giving guidance cannot be to maximise our benefit and minimise our suffering.  For that would make us the centre of His universe, whereas He should be the centre of ours.  What is the primary purpose of God’s guidance?   

· Psalm 23:3: He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”
· Psalm 31:3: “For Your name’s sake You will lead me and guide me.”
God guides us “for His name’s sake.”  In other words, God guides us so that we might glorify Him.  1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us:  

“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

So here lies the problem.  We seek God’s guidance with our satisfaction in mind.  He answers our question with His glorification in mind.  Can you see we are on completely different wavelengths from God?  No wonder it is challenging to accurately discern His guidance.

Worse, when God speaks to us, He normally needs to make His voice heard above 2 competing voices – the voice of Satan and the voice of my flesh.  The bad guys.  But it is these voices who like to appeal to self-interest, using noble, high sounding language.  

In Matthew 16, Jesus said plainly that he must suffer and be killed and be raised up on the third day.  Poor Peter who loved Jesus, took Jesus aside and said “God forbid it, Lord!  This shall never happen to You.”  But how did Jesus respond?  “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block for Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.” (Matthew 16:23 NASB)

Note: Peter was not being selfish here.  His comments were motivated by His concern for Jesus the human being.  But even so, Jesus rebukes Peter for being a “stumbling block”.  If we set out minds on anything other than God’s interests, we can inadvertently let our advice become stumbling blocks for those we love, and prevent them from fully walking out God’s will.  

In Acts 21, Agabus prophesies that Paul, who was on his way to Jerusalem, would be taken captive there.  When Paul’s friends heard this, they immediately interpret this as a warning and beg Paul to not go. They had human interests in mind.  But Paul refused to listen to them and went to Jerusalem anyway.  Why? Paul already knew before meeting Agabus that God had suffering in store for him in Jerusalem.  Paul had said in Acts 20:22-23: “And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen there, except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.”  So Paul knew that God had given Agabus the prophecy to mentally prepare Paul, and not deter him.  Paul was able to draw the right conclusion from Agabus’ prophecy because Paul was prepared “not only to be bound, but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 21:13-14).  What was the fruit of Paul’s sufferings in Jerusalem and beyond?  Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and possibly, Hebrews.

If we want to accurately discern what God’s will is, we must be like Paul and set our mind solely on God’s interests.  So instead of my favourite question: 

“Lord, in this situation [fill in the blank], what is the course of action which would result in minimum suffering and maximum benefit to me?”  

we should ask: 

“Lord, in this situation [fill in the blank], what should I do to most glorify You?  I know that You are still in control and this is within Your will because You are Sovereign.  So how can I serve You now?  Tell me Lord, use me Lord.  Give or withhold from me whatever You desire.  I am at Your service.”

When we understand and accept that the primary goal – ie the “Why” - of God’s guidance is His glorification, we lay the foundation for accurate discernment of God’s guidance.   

About 6 years ago, my husband Geoffrey felt that God had called him to start his job matching app – called Moovup – to help frontline workers find jobs more easily.  I was very dubious, because Geoffrey had zero tech expertise.  Plus it was a tech start-up, meaning all I could expect the first few years was cash burn, not profits.  We are talking about negative income, not just no income.  It was a classic situation where we had to seek God’s guidance.

When I analysed the situation through the lens of worldly wisdom and self-interest, I was frankly not thrilled.  But when I looked at the situation through the lens of God’s goal to maximise His glory, then the picture changed.  Because if someone like Jack Ma starts the app and succeeds, people would just say “Wow! Jack Ma is so smart.”  But if someone like Geoffrey starts this app and succeeds against the odds, people would be more likely to say “Wow! God is so amazing!”  So, using the logic of maximum glorification for God, I could see how it was entirely possible that God had called Geoffrey to start his app. In the words of Hudson Taylor: “There are 3 stages to every great work of God: first it is impossible, then it is difficult, then it is done.”
But what if Geoffrey’s start up fails?  Does this mean God didn’t call him into it?  Not necessarily.  Maybe what God has in store for us is spiritual growth and not material success.  “This is the will of God, your sanctification”, says 1 Thessalonians 4:3.  We like to think of guidance in terms of actions – “What shall I do, Lord?”  Hence, we tend to imagine that guidance means the Lord is leading us somewhere or to do something.  Dallas Willard said that we could do all the particular things that God wants us to do and still not be the person God wants us to be.  God ultimately leads us, not to a place or an action.  Instead God leads us to become the person He created us to be. The destination of Guidance is sanctification.  That is why Psalm 23:3 says “He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”  “Righteousness”, which is “tsedeq” in Hebrew and “dikaiosune” in Greek, means the state of him which is wholly acceptable to God.  When we live and behave and think and feel in a way which totally conforms with our Creator’s original’s blueprint for us.  Sanctification is therefore God trimming out the bits of us that do not conform with His blueprint.  Trimming hurts!  So no wonder this can hurt in the short term.  But if we allow Him to do His work, ultimately what we will find out that His original design is our best state of being.  

Watchman Nee told this story of a pair of Christian Chinese brothers who were rice farmers with a rice-field on a hillside.  Every day they had to work hard to pump water into their field. The brothers found out that their neighbour who owned the rice field below theirs was stealing their water by digging a hole and letting the water flow down from their field into his.  The brothers felt they should endure in silence and say nothing, because they were Christian.  But after a week they still did not have peace in their hearts.  So they went to seek guidance from a more experienced Christian brother.  If you were this Christian brother what would you have told them? This brother told them: "You have not done enough, nor have you endured enough. You should first fill the field of the person who has stolen your water. Then you can fill your own field. Go and try this, then see whether you will have peace within." Who amongst you thought of this answer?  It is not an answer that the world will commonly give.  It is entirely counter-intuitive.  But entirely biblical.  Who amongst you would agree to follow this advice?  But the brothers agreed. The next day they got up earlier than usual and spent the morning filling the field of the person who had stolen their water.  Then they spent the afternoon filling their own field. Strangely enough, they became more and more joyful as they filled that person’s field. When they came to fill their own field, they had peace in their hearts. They were at peace with the thought of allowing that person to steal their water. After two or three days of doing this, the person who had stolen their water came to apologize, saying, "If this is Christianity, I want to hear about it."  Can you see how God is glorified?

If we want to seek His guidance, tune our hearts and minds to His wavelength.  Be prepared to put Him first.  Focus on discerning how to glorify Him.  Understand His heart for you is sanctification.  Die to self.  And as Psalm 23:3 puts it - He will delight to guide you into the paths of righteousness, for His name’s sake.    This is the foundation.  Now let’s talk about process.

II. The process for obtaining Guidance
George Müller was a pastor and missionary in Bristol, England in the 1800s.  He was famous for having cared for more than 10,000 orphans in his lifetime.  In doing so, he never asked anyone directly for money.  He never borrowed money.  He just trusted God to send him what he needed.  

George Muller wrote a list entitled “How to ascertain the will of God”, which I have found extremely helpful.  Everyone who attends EG will know this list.  I have paraphrased it into modern English and put it on the screen.  Let’s read it together:

HOW TO ASCERTAIN THE WILL OF GOD?

1. Completely surrender my will to God.  Get my heart “ready to do the Lord’s will, whatever it may be”.  90% of the challenge is here. If we can do this, 90% of the difficulties are overcome. 

2. Don’t leave the results to feelings or simple impressions.  If so, I make myself liable to “great delusions”.

3. Seek the Holy Spirit's will through, or in connection with, the Bible.  "The Spirit and the Word must be combined.  If I look to the Spirit alone without the Word, I lay myself open to great delusions also."  

4. Take into account providential circumstances.  

5. Pray that God will reveal His will to me.

6. Through all the above, make a deliberate judgement according to the best of my ability and knowledge.  If I have peace, after praying 2 or 3 more times, I go ahead.

What I’m going to do is talk about Step 1, then I will talk about Step 2-5, then I will talk about Step 6. Then we are done.

Step 1: Getting our hearts ready. 

According to George Muller, Step 1 is the most important.  It gets us 90% of the way there.  Step 1 is to “get our hearts ready to do the Lord’s will, whatever it may be”.  How do we do this?  I have 2 sub-points: (a) Be ready to obey and (b) Be prepared to trust Him.  

a. Be ready to obey
If we come to God for His guidance, then we must come ready to obey.  

Nowadays, we are so used to shopping for advice.  If we don’t like what this lawyer says, we go to another firm.  If we don’t like what this doctor says, we’ll seek a 2nd opinion.  The thing about advice is that we can take it or leave it.  But God is not a consultant. Elisabeth Elliot wrote: 

“The Christian does not come to God for advice.  He comes asking for God’s will and, in the truest sense, there is no option here.  Once it is known, it must be done.  “Whoever knows what is right to do and fails to do it for him it is sin – James 4:17 (RSV)”

To be honest, this is why I think God sometimes just doesn’t respond to my requests for guidance – because He in His mercy knows that my heart is not ready yet to obey, and He’d rather I didn’t sin.  If therefore, we really want God’s guidance, we must be ready to obey at any cost.  
Jesus is upfront about the cost of following Him.  He said, point blank in Matthew 10:38, “he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”  

Obedience will cost us.  A rich young ruler once came to Jesus to ask for guidance.  Jesus told him to sell his possessions and give to the poor and come follow Jesus.  But the Rich Young Ruler was not ready to pay the cost, so he chose not to obey.  

Luckily for us, it is unlikely we will be asked to pay such a dramatic price.  But if we are prophetic, we might need to be ready to pay the price of looking stupid if our download is wrong.  If we seek God’s guidance on where to serve, we need to be prepared to serve outside our comfort zone.  If we seek God’s guidance on how much to give, we need to be prepared to give more than what we are comfortable with.  Or we might just need to be prepared to pay the price of having to admit we are wrong.  Or forgive someone even when they refuse to admit that they are wrong. 

But whatever price it is that we have to pay, we must approach the throne of God being prepared to write Him a blank cheque.  If we don’t trust Him, we will never be able to do that.

b. Be prepared to trust Him
To me, the key to trusting God is Hebrews 11:6: 

“And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”  

First, believe that “He is”.  Meaning, satisfy yourself that the God of the Bible is real.  This is seriously important.  Because if He is real, then by definition He is all-knowing and all-powerful.  And since this all-knowing and all-powerful God has commanded us to believe that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him, then that is precisely what we should do.  “For he who comes to God must believe that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”  This reward is not necessarily immediate, nor even in our lifetimes.  We know this because starting Hebrews 11:36, we have this list of martyred saints and vivid descriptions of their painful deaths.  But this does not in any way detract from His promise that when it does happen, He will make it worthwhile. 

But Shao, what you’ve told me is just head knowledge. It’s one thing to know I should trust God, it’s quite another thing to actually do it.  How do we get there?  Romans 12:4 has the answer:  

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”  

The only way to learn to trust God is to give Him a chance to prove to us how good and acceptable and perfect His will is.  But it will not be instinctive.  1 Corinthians 2:14 tells us that:

“a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them.” 

So we need to give God the benefit of the doubt.  Be fair.  Don’t reject Him before you’ve tried things His way.  Worse, don’t try to do things your way then pin the results on Him.  Try obeying His instructions even when it goes against what the experts say, or what your instincts tell you.  Give Him a chance to prove to you that He knows best.  That His will is good and acceptable and perfect.  Be willing to take that first baby step of faith, then let Him who is “able to do far more abundantly beyond all we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20) show us His glory. 
I still remember the first meeting of SP’s COVID Response team in P Sam’s office back in July, 2020.  This was a few months after some SP families had to quarantine because a teacher who had served had tested positive one or 2 days later.  There had been another steady build-up of community cases in HK.  We were meeting to decide what to do the coming Sunday.  P Sam asked for views around the room.  The response from Janet (who is a doctor), Amanda and myself was unanimous.  Reducing capacity to 50% was no guarantee to stop transmission, esp. in an enclosed space like the Sanctuary.  For SP Kids the problem was worse, because kids were less careful how they handled their masks.  Based on science and our judgement, we thought reluctantly maybe ok to follow government regulations and have adult service at 50%, taking all prescribed precautions, but definitely SP Kids should not open.  Then we said, OK let’s pray for confirmation.  We prayed.  Amanda opened her eyes and said, actually, I think its ok to open.  P Nate felt the same.  I felt that it was ok to open, but I sensed that we had to go pray over every room in SP Kids – extra prayer coverage was needed.  P Sam heard “Listen to Janet”.  Janet sensed God had said ok to open, even for SP Kids.  It was the exact opposite conclusion we had come to using our minds.  But we gave God the benefit of the doubt.  We went to each room and prayed.  Then we opened on Sunday.  Through-out that Sunday, I was extremely nervous and prayed like crazy.  But God kept the church safe that Sunday, and many Sundays after.  To be clear, this is about obedience to God.  This is NOT about mindless risk-taking in the name of bravado.  Earlier this year, the COVID response team again prayed about what to do as COVID cases rose again in HK.  This time, the answer from the Lord was to move services online.

Steps 2-5:  Check our inclinations against Scripture, take into account providential circumstances, and pray.

George Muller tells us in Steps 2-5 that when we seek God’s guidance, don’t leave the results to “feelings or simple impressions”.  If so, we make ourselves liable to “great delusions”.   So we pray.  We take into account providential circumstances.  We try to discern the still small voice.  Someone may have a word for us.  We consult with mature Christian friends.  But every feeling, every impression, every download, and every piece of advice must align with Scripture.  Muller says that we are to seek the Holy Spirit's will through, or in connection with, the Bible.  Otherwise, we lay ourselves open to “great delusions”.  

First, not every feeling is a download from God.  There are a whole host of feelings which, biblically speaking, belong to the realm of the flesh, the soul, which is fundamentally opposed to God.  Scripture tells us to crucify such feelings.  Consider these warnings against trusting your heart: 

· Jeremiah 17:9: “The heart is more deceitful than all else.  And is desperately sick.  Who can understand it?” 
· Proverbs 21:2: “Every man’s way is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts.”
· Proverbs 28:26: “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be delivered.”
That is why every feeling, impression or download that we have must be honestly and humbly checked against Scripture to see if it is consistent.  

When I say check against Scripture, I mean all of Scripture, not just one verse which happens to suit our purposes.  For example, when we feel someone has wronged us, we love to take refuge in the verses about justice and vindication, passages that call out what the other has done as sin, and conveniently ignore passages that tell us to love and bless our enemies, to be kind and long suffering, to endure all, to edify and encourage, to be meek and humble, to die-to-self, to make peace.  

God gave us feelings for a reason.  If we are willing to examine ourselves humbly, our feelings when paired with Scripture can guide us to the hidden sin that is still within our hearts, so that we can ask God to do surgery there as well.  Hebrews 4:12 tells us that “the word of God is living and active … able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart”.  Sadly, what we tend to do is use Scripture to judge the thoughts and intentions of those around us, especially people we don’t like.  What we need to do, is to turn the lens back to ourselves, to use Scripture to judge the thoughts and intentions of our own hearts. “The word of God is living and active … able to judge the thoughts and intentions of MY heart” And it is Scripture that must be the benchmark against which we measure our feelings, for otherwise, we should make our feelings our god.  Scripture often runs counter to our feelings.  I don’t often feel like giving.  I have never felt like forgiving someone.  And I have absolutely never felt like blessing my enemy.  Abraham did not feel like sacrificing Isaac, Moses did not feel like confronting Pharoah, Jonah did not feel like going to Nineveh, Jesus did not feel like being crucified.

Jesus promised in John 14:26 that the Holy Spirit will teach us all things, and bring to our remembrance all that Jesus has said to us.  The Holy Spirit who wrote the Bible will help us find His way in the Bible.  Ephesians 5:18 tells us that the “sword of the Spirit is the word of God”. Have you wondered why God chose to leave us a book?  If He hadn’t then everything would depend on hearsay.  But the Bible is always there.  Solid.  Timeless.  Incontrovertible.  With its truths accessible to everyone who takes the time and effort to approach it humbly as a student and learn from scratch the wisdom of God.  Psalm 119:24 says “Your statutes are my delight.  They are my counsellors.” (NIV)  The more you love the Word of God, the more it will open itself up to you.  But the thing is we must not let our feelings, our assumptions, our agendas, or our deeply held beliefs shout so loudly that we fail to hear that still small voice.  A lot of the wisdom of the Bible can only be learned if we are first willing to first assume nothing and unlearn the wisdom that the world has taught us. 1 Corinthians 3:18-19 tells us:

“Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.” (1 Corinthians 3:18-19)

Think of the Christian rice farmers going the extra mile for their dishonest neighbour.  Which worldly expert would advise that?  

Back to Geoffrey’s start up. When Geoffrey asked me to pray for confirmation, I heard nothing. The silence was deafening, maybe because I resented the idea so much. When I asked Geoffrey what he had heard, he said he had heard “Do not fear, for I am with you.” (Isaiah 41:10). But what Geoffrey sure he actually heard that?  Geoffrey wasn’t sure. And the more I asked Geoffrey, the less sure he became.  Maybe because he heard the resentment in my questioning.

So what to do? There were no compelling providential circumstances. The Red Sea had not parted for me. Isaiah had not shown up and told me “Thus saith the Lord.” But even though I did not have the supernatural Rhema word that we all secretly crave, I had the 782,815 words in the NASB Bible. And (sadly for me) 11 of those words said (in Ephesians 5:22): “Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.” And I was commanded by Philippians 2:3 to “regard one another as more important that yourselves”. I searched Scripture hopefully, thinking maybe I could find in it some verse that would order Geoffrey to be the chief bread winner of the family, but all I found was the Proverbs 31 woman, who seemed to do all the work whilst her husband sat at the gates with the other elders of the land. So, in the absence of anything else, Ephesians 5:22 and Philippians 2:3 was real and valid and binding on me. If God wanted me to be subject to Geoffrey, if God wanted me to put his interests and his agenda first, then it boiled down to this one last question.  Was God worth it.  Yes?  Then I would just need to get on with it.

Let’s move on to the last step.

Step 6: Making a deliberate judgement according to the best of our ability

George Muller recognises as the final step the need to make a deliberate judgement to the best of our ability and knowledge.  Often, out of fear we will make the wrong choice, we engage in analysis paralysis, and so the opportunity for obedience passes us by.  

We sometimes stress too much about whether we heard right, about whether we have chosen right.  Psalm 103:13-14 tells us:

“Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.”  

God does not require from us perfect judgment and perfect hearing.  He only requires from us a heart that is wholly His.  

“For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.” (2 Chronicles 16:9).  

Just make sure your motives are pure.  He will strongly support you and take care of everything else.  Not a single atom in this universe even dares so much as vibrate without His permission.

Why am I telling you this?  It is because God will often guide us into the wilderness, where there is no clarity.  No clarity of purpose, no clarity of destination.  Where we have no control.  Where we don’t know what we are doing.  Where we seem to be wandering around in circles.  Where there is a lot of waiting, a lot of frustration, a lot of disappointment.  God puts us here not because He is mean, but because this is the place where we grow closest to Him.  

For some, the wilderness is a place of career limbo, or love-life crisis, or mid-life crisis.  For me, it was when Geoffrey felt that God had called him to start his app.  

When you are guided by God into the wilderness, the most important thing is to give Him the benefit of the doubt and just go despite low visibility.  Like Abraham, just go because God says so.  Never mind where.  So for Geoffrey’s app, this was how I gave God the benefit of the doubt: I reasoned that if Geoffrey was wrong and God had not called him into this, then the most we had to lose was money.  A significant amount of money, for sure, but still just money nonetheless.   On the other hand, if God had called Geoffrey, then I did not want to be the one to prevent him from following God.  I often settle these situations by imagining conversations between myself and God in heaven on Judgement Day.  And the conversation I most want to avoid this one:  God to me: “WHY DID YOU PREVENT GEOFFREY FROM FOLLOWING ME?”  Me to God: “Because I did not want to risk losing money for nothing”.  This would be a bit of an awkward answer to give God in the presence of the heavenly hosts, don’t you think?

We had no idea where we were heading.  But I had relinquished my desire for control, and in doing so, I had relinquished my right to know where all this was headed.  Sometimes, when you ask God for guidance, He will only guide you one step at a time.  In the wilderness, God’s manna is provided in portions which is just enough for that day.  But as we look back, Deuteronomy 2:7 comes to life: “For the Lord your God has blessed you in all that you have done.  He has known your wanderings through this great wilderness.  These forty years the Lord your God has been with you; you have not lacked a thing.”  The wilderness is a place of spiritual growth, because that is where He will teach you meekness.  It is a place where we grow closer to God, because the wilderness forces us to cling most tightly to Him.

I’ll end today’s message with an epilogue to my initial struggle with Geoffrey starting Moovup.  Sometime in May this year, about 6 years after Geoffrey has started Moovup, we had dinner with 2 friends (a married couple).  Right at the end of dinner, the guy confided to us that he felt that God was leading him to quit his job, to start a business venture.  He had gotten what he thought were a few confirmatory signs from God that he should proceed.  But he wasn’t sure.  Quitting his job for a start-up would put financial pressure on his family.  So he had laid a fleece before God and the next day was the deadline for the fleece to be met.  He hadn’t told anyone what the fleece was, not even his wife.  He asked us about our experience.  So Geoffrey recounted how unsure we were at the beginning.  And how all he had to go with was the word “Do not fear, for I am with you.”  The guy asked which Bible passage it was, but we had forgotten.  I said I recalled it was Isaiah.  Probably 41:10 “Do not fear, for I am with you.  Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you.  Surely I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  The guy asked if we could be sure.  So Geoffrey searched his notes on his phone.  The guy disappears into his room and comes back out holding a notebook.  Geoffrey finds the reference and tells the guy: yes its Isaiah 41:10.  Looking a bit stunned, the guy shows us the entry of his journal which sets out his fleece – that someone would somehow mention this verse to him before the next day:- Isaiah 41:10.  In that one moment, God was glorious, and every bit of Geoffrey’s struggles with Moovup in the 6 past years was worth it.

Some people make a great deal about the fact that Moses failed to make it to the promised land.  But it was Moses who, alone amongst the Israelites, enjoyed the privilege of having God speak to him “face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend” (Exodus 33:11).  If you ask me, what Moses had in the wilderness was by far more precious than anything the Israelites ever had in Canaan.  His was the greater prize.
Why do we seek His guidance?  We seek sometimes because we are curious, sometimes because we are fearful, sometimes because we are desperate.  But regardless of why we start seeking, every Christian who walks the path of God’s guidance will finally follow simply because we have fallen in love with Him.  God bless you.
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