Spiritual Disciplines: Worship
1 Peter 4:11
If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God.
~~~
Today’s topic - the discipline of worship
I thought it was about singing - how we typically use the word worship. 
· Everyone, myself included, when I tell people what the topic is, they say, “ahhh perfect!”
· But discipline Foster seems to be referring to is the practice of gathering together for Sunday service (worship service)
· Definitely talks about worship (singing worship, lifestyle of worship, worship of the mind, heart, body, etc)
· But overall, this is a corporate discipline of worship
Corporate worship → Gathered worship
· Gathered worship as a discipline
Interesting topic. Very relevant to most churches today. Covid-19. Who knew it would last this long and leave this much impact on how we do church? 
We’re so used to online now! Livestream. It’s become a new norm for many of us. But it does beg the question - is this totally OK? 
I don’t think this is a rebuke. It’s not to put you down for joining service online. To be honest, until this week, I hadn’t fully landed on this issue. I see the value of online/livestream. I enjoy watching the service at home too! And I’ve heard both sides of the argument. Both compelling in some ways, both unconvincing in other ways. I want to share my thoughts with you and let us reason together. 
Scripture doesn’t say much about why we should gather in person because this is assumed. How else would a local body of Christ exist without gathering together? Hebrews 10:25 reminds us - do not forsake, do not abandon meeting together! But there wasn’t anyone in that time that said, “We are meeting! Online!” That simply didn’t exist. 
You won’t find a verse that supports or condemns online worship. So we have to go beyond looking for proof texts to address this topic. 
I want to share three reasons for gathering together in person. The discipline of gathered worship. Discipline. That means it’s not always easy, fun, or natural for us. But it’s good!
Gather for presence
Coming home early to be present with my boys. 
· Presence matters
“Presence meter” - how present are you when you’re watching the service online? 
· Worship? 
· Fellowship? 
· Offering? 
· Sermon? 
· Response time? 
· Communion? 
Being present is highly valued. Why? Because it means something. It means love. It means care. It means, “I value you”. It means “this is important to me”. 
· Covid weddings - what a privilege to be invited!
· Can you imagine saying to the couple? Congratulations!! Super happy for you guys. I was just wondering.. Will you be livestreaming the ceremony?
· Attending a wedding is a lot of work! I’ve attended a few in-person weddings. I’ve also attended a few livestream weddings.
· Kids running around, while eating dinner, usually at a later time, fast forwarding certain parts
· Getting dressed, shaving, suit, tie, shoes, prepare wedding gift. It’s an ordeal! But that’s actually what makes it meaningful/valuable. 
· Being present costs a lot, but that’s what makes it meaningful/valuable. 
Gather for presence. Gather to “be present”. Gather also for the presence of God. 
John 20:19-25
19 Now when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were together due to fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst, and *said to them, “Peace be to you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be to you; just as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and *said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.”
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, who was called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
We don’t know why Thomas wasn’t there. But what happens as a result of him not being there? He misses out on encountering the presence of the resurrected Jesus, and he doesn’t believe. 
· His faith is hindered. 
It’s never the same. Koshy coming back after seeing Lebron in person. Even him telling me, I was mesmerized. I see him play all the time, but it’s not the same. 
Gather for help! 
Luke 4:5-8
5 And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory, for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I want. 7 Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours.” 8 Jesus replied to him, “It is written: ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”
The same devil who tempted Jesus to turn away from worship is tempting you and me everyday, every hour.
What is he showing you? Money? Success? Prestige? Recognition? Pleasure? 
· “They will all be yours if you turn away from God and worship me, follow my leading, compromise, give in.”
To worship is to give God my heart, my life, my attention, affection and devotion. We’re called to worship with all of life. But it’s difficult! 
· So many things competing for our attention, affection, and devotion. 
And setting aside a specific time to gather together and worship God together - that’s so helpful! 
Like a weekly workout class. Or a weekly AA meeting. Or weekly counseling sessions. 
· We want to live a healthy lifestyle all the time. But it’s hard. 
· We want to be sober all the time. But it’s hard. 
· We want to be emotionally self-aware and healthy all the time. But it’s hard. 
· And these weekly gatherings focused on those specific goals - they help us stay the course. 
Martin Luther witnesses to the fact that “at home, in my own house, there is no warmth or vigor in me, but in the church when the multitude is gathered together, a fire is kindled in my heart and it breaks its way through.”
We gather for help because we need it! We need help from one another to stay the course. 
Gather for relationship / unity
That God calls the church (us) into loving relationship is clear. Love one another. Become one. Care for one another. 
[show these verses all together please] 
1 John 3:23 NASB
This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.
Romans 12:10,15 NIV
Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves… Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.
1 Corinthians 1:10 NIV
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.
1 Peter 4:8 NASB
Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.
That loving each other & obtaining unity is DIFFICULT is also clear. Scripture shows this. Experience has also made this clear. 
One reason to get together physically -
If it really is the desire of God for us to be united as one, gathering together is so important because it will greatly help us become one.
Becoming one, unity - this is super difficult. Seems impossible. We need all the practical we can give ourselves to achieve this.
Gathering in person will definitely help. 
· Gathering in person, sharing a smile, maybe a light conversation during greeting time or after service, maybe an opportunity to pray together during response time
Yes HC! For sure. But the call to love one another, the call to unity is not limited to the 12 members of your HC. We're not a mega church. It's not impossible to have real, genuine, deep care for 30, 40, 50 people. 
Foster talks about a supernatural fellowship that comes upon a gathered group of believers. 
When the people of God meet together, there often comes a sense of being “gathered” into one mind, becoming of one accord (Phil. 3: 15). Thomas Kelly writes: “A quickening Presence pervades us, breaking down some part of the special privacy and isolation of our individual lives and blending our spirits within a superindividual Life and Power. An objective, dynamic Presence enfolds us all, nourishes our souls, speaks glad, unutterable comfort with us, and quickens us in depths that had before been slumbering.” 6 When we are truly gathered into worship, things occur that could never occur alone. There is the psychology of the group to be sure, and yet it is so much more; it is divine interpenetration. There is what the biblical writers called koinonia, deep inward fellowship in the power of the Spirit.
There comes a divine melting of our separateness. In the power of the one Spirit we become “wrapped in a sense of unity and of Presence such as quiets all words and enfolds [us] within an unspeakable calm and interknittedness within a vaster life.”
It's natural - shared experience brings people together
But it's also Supernatural - the greatness of God, the greatness of His presence, His love, His holiness - it brings us closer to each other in a spiritual way.
Many times you will not “feel” like worship. Perhaps you have had so many disappointing experiences in the past that you think it is hardly worth it. There is such a low sense of the power of God. Few people are adequately prepared. But you need to go anyway. You need to offer a sacrifice of worship. You need to be with the people of God and say, “These are my people . As stiff-necked and hard-hearted and sinful as we may be, together we come to God.” Many times I do not feel like worshiping and I have to kneel down and say, “Lord, I don’t feel like worshiping, but I desire to give you this time. It belongs to you. I will waste this time for you.”
