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To all our friends from the UK.  The Queen is now with her King.
To all our friends from the US.  We will never forget.
Hebrew 11:1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
The Message
The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. 
James 1:2-4
2 Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
What has not been tested cannot be trusted
2 sides of faith:
Intellect – intellectual conviction
Will – volitional surrender
Faith causes you:
· To sing in prison
· To exult in tribulation
· To choose to endure ill treatment
· To accept all things as a part of God’s will
John 6:28-29 
They said therefore to Him, “What shall we do that we may work the works of God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”
Inherent in Jesus’ answer was that true believing – faith would bring about work.
James 2:26 
…faith without works is dead.
Hebrews 11:6 
And without faith it is impossible to please Him…
Soren Kierkegaard – the folly of intentions.
Intellectual conviction and volitional surrender of our will. We do okay with the intellectual conviction, but the surrender of the will is another story.
· LA, many single in church. Very faithful, but as they get older, their standards begin to change. God says, "do not be unequally yoked" and they believe that God will provide for them, but they start dating non-Christians. Intellectual conviction but no surrender of the will.                                                                             
· Businessmen. Know that God will provide for them and give them the grace and means to do business. Know they should walk in integrity. Believe that God is the one who promotes and demotes, but live their lives as if that is not the case. "I have to go to room salons and drink to make it in business." Just put your trust in yourself and your boss instead of God.                                                   
· LA riots. Many church people lost so much but so much more than they realized. Don't pay taxes rightly. When gov't was giving out financial help to help these businesses, they did not get what they should have because they were cheating on their taxes and only record was their tax returns that the gov't had. Believed that God would take care of them, but lived as if He didn't.  
· SARS. My mom visited me in 2005. She was told not to come to HK. I felt this was God's will for us to be together. Am I going to live in fear?  The moment I do that I do not fulfill my destiny in my life because we are people of faith.  I talked with her and asked her to step out in faith as well because she was a missionary.  She is supposed to be a model of faith.
Authentic Faith
Daniel 3:12-18 – v.17-18 Key
In June 1940: Hitler’s army is poised to destroy the cornered British army, stranded at the beaches at Dunkirk.  As the British people anxiously await word of their fate, a three-word message is transmitted from the besieged army: “Even if not.” 
The British public instantly recognizes the message – a reference to Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego standing before King Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace. 
Daniel 3:17-18
If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”
The message galvanizes the British people. Thousands cross the English Channel in boats to rescue their army.  
Courage, desperation > Faith
“Even if not”
We are in a defining moment.  An even if not moment.
My own story of being depressed after the Call and Vanguard University.
Only in difficult, trying times is there an opportunity/moment of faith.
When everything is going well we should worship God – that’s praise.
But faith arises when we worship God when nothing is going well.
Dushanbe, Tajikistan
Singing about the bombing about trusting Him with coverings over their heads.
Job 13:15 
Though He slay me, I will hope (trust) in Him. 
Esther 4:16b
…and if I perish, I perish.
She understood her divine moment when Mordecai proclaimed you have attained royalty for such a time as this.
Many of us are in this place as Queen Esther for such a time as this.
C. S. Lewis
Hell is never more afraid than when a believer looks out to a world and sees no sign of God, no sign of love and still says I trust you anyway.
What we call adversity, God calls opportunity.
2 Chronicles 20:12 Jehoshaphat’s prayer 
O our God, will You not judge them? For we are powerless before this great multitude who are coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on You.
· We are powerless
· We don’t know what to do
· But our eyes are on You
History is full of men & women who looked at darkness and said I trust you anyway.
Horatio Spafford wrote It is Well
Lawyer, friend of Moody 
Chicago fire wiped out real estate 
Nov 1873 SS Ville du Harve sank and he lost 4 daughters > wife was saved
Was at place where ship sank and wrote:
When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll,
Whatever my lot Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well; it is well with my soul
SP – this is your “even if not” moment.  This is your season to say to the Lord, “I don’t understand.  I don’t know why this is happening.  I feel powerless to say or do anything but our eyes are on You.”
This is your moment of faith.
It’s ok to grieve but let’s not move into despair – into hopelessness.
It doesn’t matter what happened.  The only thing that matters is how are you going to respond.
Do you know where the anointing comes from?
Gethsemane gat shemanim – oil press, Mount of Olives – place of crushing.
Habakkuk 2:4 
The righteous will live by faith 
Luke 18:8b

However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?"
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