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Philippians 3:7-10

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

Having a proper knowledge of God and knowing Him was the life goal of Paul and should be for us too.

But what does it exactly mean to know God.  Is it a cognitive exercise or is there more to it than that? 

To know God is not an academic exercise. It is about intimacy, it is about experiencing God.  

Yada – Hebrew to know occurs 1008 times in 872 verses in NASB.

Ginosko – Greek to know occurs 227 times in 205 verses in NASB.

The biblical concept of knowing God was rooted in experience.

Genesis 4:1 NKJV

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.”

Adam yada Eve.  You can never think a child into existence.

Jungmin and Japanese Bible study.  

The Biblical definition of knowing God was about intimacy and experience.  To know God was to know Him by experience.

Why is it important to know Him?  

· Scriptures command it

Psalm 46:10

Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.

    1 Chronicles 28:9

As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a whole heart and a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, and understands every intent of the thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if your forsake Him, He will reject you forever.

· Eternal life depends on it

John 17:3

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

· We can grow spiritually

2 Peter 3:18

but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen.

· Only God is our anchor in a storm

Psalm 46:1


God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble

Brothers and sisters we live in a broken, sinful world.  We are broken, sinful people saved by grace.

In this world there is pain and suffering.

John 16:33

These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Someone asked C.S. Lewis, "Why do the righteous suffer?" "Why not?" he replied. "They're the only ones who can take it."

Only God can help us in our distress but also help us understand what is going on.

Soren Kierkegaard

Life can only be understood by looking backward; but it must be lived looking forward.

Only God gives us an eternal perspective.

Let me finish with a story that we started last week.  

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

Daniel 3:19-25

What does the fire do?  

They go in bound and come out loosed.

They go in as 3 but there are 4 inside.

They don’t even have a smell of fire nor is their hair singed.

Jesus is with us in the fire.
C.S. Lewis

Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains. It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.
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