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1 Corinthians 11:1


Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

It’s a bit unclear if Paul is talking about following his example as he seeks to bless others instead of pleasing himself or about following his example as he respects God’s order and authority in the church in this specific context.

But it is clear throughout Scripture that the standard of our behavior is Christ.

The process of discipleship is for every believer to become more like Christ.

WWJD – what would Jesus do?

C. Peter Wagner – "imitate me." 

1 Corinthians 4:16


Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.

As Christians this should be our goal. 

To be able to say to each person we come in contact with, "imitate me as I imitate Christ" (1 Corinthians 11:1)  

Sadly to say, I really can't say that. I can say, "imitate some of what I do..." 

· Hannah reading a big Bible.

· Kids responding to my wife at dinner table – “But oppa does it!”

The day of saying and not doing is over. 

He is turning creeds into deeds. 

People learn by observing you. Some good, some bad. 

· Matthew and praying

· Matthew and attitude over his dad

A world is out there saying in the words of Jerry McGuire, "Show me the money." 

Ed Silvoso, "Don't motivate, model." 

We must model it in worship, in the way we treat people, in submitting to leaders, in speech, in conduct, on the basketball court, at the restaurant, etc. 

We must not dare tell anyone to ever do something that we don't do ourselves. 

Jesus hated this.

Matthew 15:8 

My people honors with their lips but their heart is far away from Me.

It’s been a rough few years in HK with the protests then covid and the world around us with political polarization and instability.  
I’ve spoken to many pastors during this season who have been going through stuff.  

It doesn’t matter if it’s true.  It doesn’t matter whose right.  The only thing that matters is how are you going to respond.

When push comes to shove, will we be like Jesus?

1. Jesus’ purpose

John 8:29

And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.

His sole purpose was to please Him.

Ephesians 5:10


trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

What is our main purpose?  Can you imagine how different your marriage would be if you always did the things that are pleasing to your spouse?

I am inspired and challenged by Jesus’ purpose to always please the Father.

2. Jesus’ love

Luke 6:27-28

But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.

Luke 6:31-32

Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.  If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners love those who love them.

The backdrop of this teaching is the atmosphere of Jesus’ time. There was a very popular saying among the Zealots – love your neighbor but hate your enemy.  Love your fellow-Jew but hate the Romans.

The Dead Sea Scrolls revealed teachings of the Qumran community.  They taught to “love all the sons of light…and hate all the sons of darkness.”

Meaning the sons of light were members of their own sect and sons of darkness to be Jews outside of their sect.

Jesus’ ability and willingness to love those who don’t love Him astounds me and challenges me to no end.  

I am amazed at His love for me.

3. Jesus’ Forgiveness

Luke 23:34

But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.

How do we measure spiritual maturity?  How many Bible verses that we can recite?  How long we have been serving the Lord?  How long we pray?

I have a suggestion.  Spiritual maturity is the time lapse from being sinned against to forgiveness.  How long does that take?  How long does it take to forgive your spouse or friend for hurting your feelings?

Why?  Because forgiveness is a divine act.  We need so much of God inside of us to truly forgive others.

Alexander Pope

To err is human, to forgive divine.

Being fallible and making mistakes is inherent to being a human being and forgiving such mistakes is a transcendent act.  

Jesus forgave while He was being sinned against.  Wow!

I need to be so close to God that Jesus’ love spills out on me and manifests in forgiveness.

Brothers and sisters of Solomon's Porch – we need to be more like Him!

Luke 9:23

And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
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