
WHAT? Who is my Neighbor?

Luke 10:25- 37 (Nasb1995)
25 And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 And He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.” 29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.’ 36 Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?” 37 And he said, “The one who showed mercy toward him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same

Context/Background
Background context. Lawyer/expert of the law started the question to Jesus (to test) " what should I do to inherit the eternal life?" Jesus answered him what is in the law "Shema"(Deut.6: 4-9, 11:13-21, Numbers 15:37-41) also the greatest commandment in NT (Matthew 22:37-40; Mark 12:29-31).? Then to justify his answer he ask another question "who is my neighbor?" still in the goal of testing Jesus that he may find fault to Him. Trying to trap Jesus in teaching against the law. Jesus answered him indirectly, why? What is in the law? Leviticus 19:17-18 ‘You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor,but shall not incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord .

In the context of the law in the OT, of neighbor is your country men, near to you, sons of your people means-fellow Jews.
Jesus our Lord is so full of wisdom, He did not say ,the people around you is your neighbor, but He answer him in parable and at the end of parable He asked the lawyer a question that him also will answer his own question. Hallelujah .

Characters involves in the parable are:
· Priest
· Levite
· Samaritan
· a man-robbed and nearly killed left on the road-no mentioned of race stranger.
Let's gave a quick investigation: it seems that the other two person(Priest and Levite) Lord Jesus used are done terrible acts to be an example.

Body of the Message:
Levites and Priest, represent the group of tribes that are set apart for temple works, to bring the offerings of the people of God to sacrifice , to pray to God and mediator between the people of Israel and God and they knew the Law of God.

Today not only the Levites are called to be a priest.
The Bible are telling us through Apostle Peter to encourage Gentiles and Jewish believers :
1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His
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marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Believers now live under a new covenant in which all Christians are:
· chosen race
· royal priesthood
· holy nation
· people for God’s own possession
· called out of darkness into His marvelous light

Now we see that all Christians under the new covenant in Christ Jesus are “royal priesthood”. Therefore, this parable is also meant for us even now.
Then let's try put ourselves in the parable, let's ask the questions in our own personal life.

The right Question from the Lord Jesus, not who is my neighbor, but "How can we proved to be neighbor to others"?

It is not us who will chose or define who to be our neighbor, but you, we as a Christian, man and women of God should prove that we are a neighbor to others. Christians who are being change in Christ likeness are lovingly reaching out, helping everyone those who are in need and by doing so, Christians are witnessing by deeds and making Jesus known to the people. That’s the whole point of this parable to us.
We are called to help even if the person is Jewish and we’re Samaritan. We’re called to help even if the person doesn’t look like us, speak our language, or believe in our God. We’re called to help even if the person has snubbed us or hurt us. We are called to help those in need. Period.

Quote of P Sam from last Sunday service. "People learned by observing you (Christians).
“The world is looking genuine authentic people to be example of Jesus likeness.

There are times that “action speaks louder than words” in Matthew 5:16 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. This teaching by doing and being example to others.

How can we prove to be a neighbor to needy and others?

1. Proving to be a neighbor by loving everyone in
· Helping When Someone needs Help
Having the intent to help is good but acting on that intent is much better. The Samaritan’s intent didn’t save the wounded man from death. It’s his actions that ultimately saved the man’s life. He didn’t walk away just like the two men before him. He decided to do something.

In our time, that half-dead man’s photos would end up faster in social media before he even gets to the hospital. Everybody would take pictures but very few would actually dare to help.
We’ll feel sorry for that person but not enough to get involved. Now, are we the good Neighbor
or are we the men who walked away?
Who are those in need?
· those poor, in need, weak, lost and confused, bitten etc. (physically- Matthew 4:23-24), but also poor in spirit (spiritual bankrupt-mentioned in Beatitude- Matthew 5:3)
· We may say, where are they? well they are all around us, along the street, in our workplace, in the restaurant you are eating (those who served your food un-noticeably) and maybe even here in this room today. (un-notice )


Helping the Person Who needs Help is Helping Christ.

Matthew 25:34-40 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

Jesus described that when we help those in need (like the Samaritan did), we’re actually helping Him. When we see someone in need, we’re seeing a ‘brother or sister’ of Jesus. Wouldn’t we help Jesus’ family?

Can show the Video in this part

In Contrast, if we are not helping those who are in need, this is what the Bible said.
(Matthew 25:41-46 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’
44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”).

2. Proving to be a neighbor by loving everyone in (
· Being Kind even to Your Haters
Have you ever wished ill of your enemy? Admit it or not, at some point in our lives we’ve all done that. Sometimes, the temptation to take revenge on our enemies is just so strong and difficult to resist.

In the story, the injured traveler most probably hated the Samaritan. And he knew that the dying man may still hate him after he recovers. Yet, he helped him.

Quote: The civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. famously said:
“On the parable of the Good Samaritan: “I imagine that the first question the priest and Levite asked was: ‘If I stop to help this man, what will happen to me?’ But by the very nature of his concern, the good Samaritan reversed the question: ‘If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?”
Consider putting yourself in the Samaritan’s shoes. What would you have thought of first? The fact that he’s from a different race or that he is dying and needs help?

3. Proving to be a neighbor by loving everyone
· By Doing the only thing That Matters
Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another
The Samaritan likely had things to do and places to be. He had a life and obligations. He may have been inconvenienced to help the hurt man, but he wasn’t deterred. He put his life aside for the moment and did what was required to make sure the man got the help he needed.

When God calls, do we listen? When he puts a circumstance in our path, do we walk around it, as the priest and Levite did, or take it on, as the Samaritan did? Do we let our obligations and worldly wishes get in the way of loving our neighbors as Jesus asked of us?


A good intention that is never acted upon is worth nothing in God’s Kingdom. What matters to Jesus is the action we take in the form of the help and support we give to those in need.

And when we do help, we should not expect something in return.

Be honest with yourself, would you help someone if you know they will never be able to return the favor? If you answered yes, then good for you. But most of us wouldn’t.

The Samaritan knew that the wounded man may never help him in return. Yet, he pressed on because he knew it’s the right thing to do.

Being a Good neighbor in its modern-day context is hard. Most of the time, we are so wrapped up in our own lives that we forget about our less fortunate brethren.

But you can still fix that. Start with little acts of kindness and practice more compassion. Think less about what others can do for you and more on what you can do for them. That, in itself, is already being a good neighbor.

Its good thing that I don’t need anything. Yes and No!

What Jesus had done to us? (What Would Jesus Do?) Matthew 9:35-36
Who and what we are in the eyes of Jesus:(how Jesus sees us?)
· lost, confuse, no direction
· sheep without shepherd-vulnerable, in danger on the wild animals, prey
· harassed-unprotected,
· helpless-no one to care, ignorant
· confused
· we have every kind of diseases and sicknesses

Imagine if Lord Jesus how He sees us and He acted like the Pharisee and the Levite, that He took a different road not leading to Calvary to sacrifice Himself, where we are right now? What will be our future? Where are we going? And how, If He says to the Father "they are disobedient and they are not respecting us Father, in spite of all the truth, the signs and wonders, miracles deliverance and freedom, they remain stiff neck. They don’t deserve my sacrifice, my life, my blood to be shed. They don't deserve our Love.” No! The Lord said “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” The Lord Jesus in the midst of suffering, He shown the perfect example of love by offering Himself not only to the Jews but to all men and He said “Father ,forgive them for they don not know what they are doing”(Luke 23:34)

God's unconditional love and mercy He went in the perfect rout/road, road to Calvary and did the things that even the enemy who intently observing Jesus actions caught by surprised.
Hallelujah, praise Jesus. because...
· Jesus had compassion on all the sinners
· Healed every disease
· He saves us, freed us
· He has mercy on us
· He love us
· He died for us and goes on and on of all the goodness he bestowed on and in us in His sacrificed

Conclusion
Going back to the question: What have you done?
If you say, you are a believers and followers of Christ, what have done?

· to help the poor and needy(physically)-that they may see the good things you've done and they will glorify the Father. Making Him Known to be a neighbor that loving everyone in action.
· to help the poor and needy in the spirit- that they may know Christ and be save
Have you ever see your family, your friends, co-workers in the lens of Jesus. If you really love and care about them, you don’t want them to go to hell right, then you start apologizing to them of not making Jesus known to them in Action and sharing the Gospel of Salvation in Christ, the Good news, the Word of God, the Bible.

a new command I give you, love one another as I have love you so you must love one another, by this all men will know that you are my disciples if you love one another (neighbor). John 6:24

· It starts in the family of God. It starts here, right now.
