Lifting Jesus in our community as Solomon’s Porch Family.

Opening: 
What makes wagyu beef so special? The fat 
What makes durian so special? The smell 
What makes chili so special? The taste. 

What makes SP special? If people can see Jesus in our community. 

John 12: 32
The verse we are reading talks about the Cross -- only the cross of Christ can draw people to God. That is why if we look at the New Testament, starting from the Book of Acts to the Revelation, the apostles talk about Jesus being crucified.

Among the whole New Testament, Paul is the person who wrote about the Cross most, especially in the book of first Corinthians. 

As the result many people believe to Jesus.
In a practical way, how can we lift Jesus up in modern life? 

Of course, in some case, people would say “they die for Jesus”. But commonly, believers can lift Jesus up in three aspects of Christian life:

1. worship
2. mission
3. living together.

Typically, we only focus on points 1 and 2. However point 3, Living Together, is an effective way for us to bring other people to Jesus. 

Clearly, in John 17:21, Jesus said the gathering and fellowship of God’s people is an attractive way for people to come to Jesus. This is also emphasized by Paul in Ephesians 4:26. 

Even David expressed the beauty of fellowship and how it brings upon blessings (Psalm 133) 

I have to admit that living together in love is not an easy matter. 
Husband and wife can have problems, churches can have problems. When people from different backgrounds, cultures, agendas, spiritual maturities, and baggage come to church, it is not surprising that new problems will arise. 

I just watched a movie, call table of six. The story of three brothers living together with their girlfriends. It is a simple movie that tells us how complicated living together can be. In the beginning, they tried to hide their feelings and tried their best to make things run smoothly. But at the end, the 3 men started to argue with each other. 

It’s not seldom that these things happen in the church. The church is supposed to be a place of peace but instead it’s a battlefield. Then, many who are hurt do not get healing. 


Going back to John 12:32, how can we lift Jesus up so that we can attract people to Him? There is only 1 answer, that is to apply the value of the cross in our church life. 

The value of cross is: 
1. Love, sacrifice, forgiveness, submit yourself. 
2. Knowing and following God’s Agenda. 
a. When Jesus was being crucified, He never talked about his own agenda. But repeatedly, He said, “Not my will but my Father’s will.” If we still want to be a church that lifts Jesus up, we should also give up our own private agendas. Let’s not come in with our own agendas. Yes, you may be successful and hold a high status in the world but when we enter the church, lay it down for God’s agenda. SP is a church that commits to God’s agenda. Our church vision and mission clearly state so: To know Him, To be Like Him and To Make Him Known
3. Opening our hands 
a. When we look at the cross, we see Jesus’ hands that are wounded. But we also see that His hands are open. His hands: 
i. Receives sinners
ii. Bridges people to the Father 
iii. Raises those who are poor 
iv. Desires to help one another
v. Unifies all people. 
b. His hands do not oppress, push, point at others, reject or stop people from coming to the Father. 
4. God’s power (1 Cor 1:18) 
a. This verse should be the source of our strength in building our unity in harmony while we lift Jesus up. 
b. As I shared earlier, the movie “Table of Six” ended with a happy ending because the oldest brother was willing to sacrifice himself for everyone’s happiness. 
c. Of course, it is difficult, which is why we need the power of God. 

Today, the church needs this older brother who is willing to walk in the values of Christ, unlike the older brother in the prodigal son parable. 

To close, I would suggest you all to watch the movie Table of Six, and then discuss: How or what should I do to strengthen and make Christian living and fellowship in SP even more beautiful? So that Jesus can be lifted in SP, and this can be a place where people are attracted to the Father. People come to SP for one thing, but they stay for everything. That should be the blueprint of our church. 



Prayer time/Response: 
· Find a few people around you and ask them how you can help them at this time? 
