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Philippians 2:17-18
But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all.  You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.

Message

Even if I am executed here and now, I’ll rejoice in being an element in the offering of your faith that you make on Christ’s altar, a part of your rejoicing.  But turnabout’s fair play—you must join me in my rejoicing.  Whatever you do, don’t feel sorry for me.

Review

During the 2nd missionary journey, Paul and his companions had crossed the Aegean Sea and followed the renowned Egnatian Way some 8-10 miles to the city of Philippi, named after Philip of Macedonia, the father of Alexander the Great, was famous as the gateway to Europe, a miniature Rome.

In Acts 16 Paul has a vision of a man urging him to come to Macedonia, north of Greece – the Macedonian call.  The first city they visited was Philippi, a Roman colony planted to guard the Roman road across Macedonia.

Because it was primarily a military outpost Philippi contained too few Jews even to have a synagogue, which required 10 adult men.

The climate was very anti-Semitic.  By the time Paul arrives in Philippi the Emperor declared Judaism a superstition and expelled all Jews from Rome.  So the few Jews and Gentile “God-fearers” met at a place of prayer outside the gate of Philippi.

Acts 16:13

And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled.

They met outside the gate probably because they were banned from meeting within city limits.  The women and Gentile “God-fearers” received the gospel.  Among them was Lydia, an independent businesswoman from Thyatira in Asia. She and her whole household were baptized and invited the missionary team of Paul, Silas, and Timothy to stay at her home, which they did for many days.  They would make daily trips to the place of prayer and on one of these occasions Paul delivered a slave girl of demonic oppression since she had a spirit of divination.  Her owners, who had profited from her, accused Paul and Silas of disturbing the peace and trying to convert Romans.  The city officials had Paul and Silas beaten and imprisoned.

That night while Paul and Silas were praying and worshipping an earthquake came and opened all the prison doors and unfastened everyone’s chains.  

They were praying and worshipping the Lord loud enough that everyone in the jail could hear them after they were beaten and thrown in stocks.

The jailer upon seeing the prison doors open he drew his sword supposing that the prisoners had escaped.

Acts 16:28-30

But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!”  And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

The next morning the city magistrates ordered their release but to protect themselves and future missionaries from similar mistreatment, Paul and Silas informed the officials that they had been treating Roman citizens like ordinary subjects and demanded that the officials escort them out of town to uphold their honor.

With the conversion of Lydia, the slave girl and the jailer Philippi became the birthplace of European Christianity.

Paul’s mission team was in Philippi for a matter of weeks or a month or so before they had to leave this new church.  

The new believers had to live in a city where some people had been hurt economically by the missionaries, the magistrates had been embarrassed, and almost everyone was prejudiced against a supposed Jewish cult.  Subtle discrimination and outright persecution were inevitable, yet the church flourished!

Amongst this backdrop the Philippian Christians remained Paul’s most loyal supporters.  They sent him money when he was at Thessalonica, so that he would not have to live off the church he was founding there.

Philippians 4:16


For even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs.

Later when they heard he was low on funds in Corinth the Philippians sent money again.

2 Corinthians 11:9

and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to do so.

After that they may have lost track of Paul until they heard he was imprisoned most likely in Rome.  10 years had passed since Paul started the church in Philippi.  Upon hearing the news the Philippians sent one of their members Epaphroditus to bear a care package to Paul and to take care of him while he was under house arrest.  Epaphroditus faithfully delivered the gift from his home church and then went above and beyond the call of duty. In his fervor to serve the Lord by serving Paul, Epaphroditus became seriously ill and, in fact, almost died. God graciously granted Epaphroditus health, and Paul sent his friend back home with the newly penned book of Philippians.

The letter to the Philippians was Paul’s most personal letter.  The letter allowed Paul a chance to assure the church of his grateful appreciation for their gift and to correct minor disorders in the church – pessimisms over Paul’s continued imprisonment, timidity about pagan hostility, threat of Judaizers, and disunity that was beginning to fall across the church.

Paul wrote this letter to his friends in Philippi as he sat in prison, yet the word joy is one of the most frequently used words in the letter.  

The reason for Paul’s overwhelming joy is found in some even more frequent words: God, Lord, Christ, and Jesus.  Joy is the byproduct of fully following Christ.

Where joy is not found:

Not in Unbelief – Voltaire was an infidel of the most pronounced type. He wrote: "I wish I had never been born."
Not in Pleasure – Lord Byron lived a life of pleasure if anyone did. He wrote: "The worm, the canker, and grief are mine alone."
Not in Money – Jay Gould, the American millionaire, had plenty of that. When dying, he said: "I suppose I am the most miserable man on earth."
Not in Position and Fame – Lord Beaconsfield enjoyed more than his share of both. He wrote: "Youth is a mistake; manhood a struggle; old age a regret."
Not in Military Glory – Alexander the Great conquered the known world in his day. Having done so, he wept in his tent, before he said, "There are no more worlds to conquer."

Where then is real joy found? – In Christ alone.

v. 17 But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering

Paul is speaking about a practice among both Jews and pagans in their sacrifices.  They often poured out wine or sometimes perfume either beside (Jewish) or on (pagan) an animal that was being sacrificed.  

These acts were merely a foreshadowing of what would happen on the cross when Jesus would spill His blood for us.

Luke 22:20

And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”

The grammar of I am being poured out is in the present tense meaning that his execution is imminent.  

v. 17 upon the sacrifice and service of your faith

For a proper sacrifice to take place there must be a priest, a sacrifice and accompanying drink offering.

Paul is saying they are the priests, the sacrifice is their faith and the accompanying drink offering is his martyrdom.

v. 17-18 I rejoice and share my joy with you all.  You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.

Paul looked forward to his martyrdom because it meant he would be with the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:8

we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

He expected that the Philippians share his joy as well.  He was not being morbid but expressing a truth that he was living out every day – his whole life was a sacrifice to the Lord.

Philippians 1:20

according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

Paul could have joy because he knew his martyrdom would bring glory to God.

God’s gift to the believer is joy!  Joy not because the absence of difficulty but joy in the midst of it.

Paul is speaking to a group of people who should understand this.  This church was birthed in a prison when two men who were praising God after they were beaten and put in chains.  So much joy in the midst of difficulty.

How can you receive this joy?  This joy can only come from a life totally committed to Jesus Christ.

CS Lewis

Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition, when infinite joy is offered to us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in the slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.
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