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Philippians 2:19-24
But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition.  For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare.  For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.  But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.  Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me; and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly.

Message

I plan (according to Jesus’ plan) to send Timothy to you very soon so he can bring back all the news of you he can gather.  Oh, how that will do my heart good!  I have no one quite like Timothy.  He is loyal, and genuinely concerned for you.  Most people around here are looking out for themselves, with little concern for the things of Jesus.  But you know yourselves that Timothy’s the real thing.  He’s been a devoted son to me as together we’ve delivered the Message.  As soon as I see how things are going to fall out for me, I plan to send him off.  And then I’m hoping and praying to be right on his heels.

Who is Timothy?

Acts 16:1-3

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra.  And a disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek, and he was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.  Paul wanted this man to go with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they knew that his father was a Greek.

Timothy’s name in Greek means one who honors God.  He was raised a Jew by his Jewish mother but his father did not raise Timothy as a Jew as evidenced by him not being circumcised.  In fact, Paul had to step into the place of Timothy’s father to have him circumcised thus the beginning of a spiritual father and son relationship. 

In the first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas visited Lystra where a lame man was supernaturally healed.  They made many disciples in the area and Timothy and his mother were some of those disciples (Acts 14).

On the second missionary journey they met up with Timothy again and now he was a respected disciple as he was well spoken of by the brethren.  Paul wanted to take Timothy along but there was a problem – he was not circumcised.  

Matrilineal Descent

The Code of Jewish Law clearly states that a child of a Jewish mother is Jewish regardless of the father’s lineage while the child of a non-Jewish mother is not Jewish.  

Rabbi Tzvi Freeman

Matrilineal descent has been a fundamental principle of Torah since the Jewish people came into existence.

Ezra 10:2-3

Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, said to Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the land; yet now there is hope for Israel in spite of this.  So now let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord and those who tremble at the command of our God; and let it be done according to the law.

The book of Ezra tells the story of the Jews who returned from Babylonia to finish rebuilding the Temple.  When they arrived they found that many of the Jews who were there had taken non-Jewish wives.  Ezra wept and gathered the people together.

The solution was to put away all the wives and children.  Jewish people who were very attached to their children now expel them because it was clearly understood that they were not Jewish.

Everyone understood that this was not a new rule but a call for obedience to the Torah – let it be done according to the law.

Circumcision

Why was Timothy circumcised?  Especially in light of Titus.

Galatians 2:3-5

But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

Is Paul being a hypocrite by circumcising Timothy but not Titus?

1. Timothy was brought up in the Jewish faith.

2 Timothy 3:15

and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

But it seems the Greek father was opposed to him being circumcised.  

Titus was a pure Greek.  The pressure for Titus was to become Jewish.  Timothy was already Jewish – by race and by training.

2. The people who demanded Titus to get circumcised were false brethren.

They wanted Titus to perform a work of the law in order to be accepted.

Notice, no Christians were pushing for Timothy’s circumcision.  It was the Jews who they were hoping to reach with the gospel.
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Timothy’s circumcision was not motivated by “Christian” pressure from within but by a missionary strategy from without.

3. Titus’ case was a clear theological issue.

Timothy’s case was about how unbelieving Jews might be best won for the gospel.

1 Corinthians 9:20a


To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews;
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So just as Christian freedom caused Paul to resist Titus’ circumcision, this same freedom caused Paul to remove the stumbling block of Timothy’s lack of circumcision.

---------------------------------------

But I hope in the Lord Jesus

Paul wanted to send Timothy to the report to the Philippians but he knew that it would only happen if the Lord does it.  Paul recognized that he had no control over this.

Romans 9:16

So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

NIV

It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.

Paul understood this.  No matter how much he desired or it or made an effort to make it happen he recognized that only through God could anything be accomplished.

so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition.

Paul expected that he would be hearing good news of the condition of the church in Philippi.  They were not one of his problem churches like the church in Corinth.

2 Corinthians 13:2

I have previously said when present the second time, and though now absent I say in advance to those who have sinned in the past and to all the rest as well, that if I come again I will not spare anyone, 

As a father what a blessing to hear that your children are doing well.  

That’s how I feel with our church plants.  Love hearing how they are doing.

For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare.  For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.  But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.

Like at SP Paul always sends his very best.  He is sending to his beloved church a young man who is a proven leader with a tremendous pastor’s heart who is not concerned about himself but for the sheep.  

Someone who is a kindred spirit.

1 Corinthians 11:1


Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.
Paul was giving us an example of a disciple who is everything that He had been teaching the churches to be.

In essence he was sending himself.

Remember the central verse of Philippians 2 is verse 5.


Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,

Be like Christ. 

John 14:9

Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

On earth, Jesus was the exact representation of the Father.

In Timothy, we have a son who is like the father.  

Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me; and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly.

Paul is expressing his desire to not only send Timothy but also to come himself.  

Again for anything to be accomplished it would depend on God not on his desire or his own effort.
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