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Philippians 2:25-30
But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need; because he was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.  For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow.  Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you.  Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.

Message

But for right now, I am dispatching Epaphroditus, my good friend and companion in my work.  You sent him to help me out; now I’m sending him to help you out.  He has been wanting in the worst way to get back with you.  Especially since recovering from the illness you heard about, he’s been wanting to get back and reassure you that he is just fine.  He nearly died, as you know, but God had mercy on him.  And not only on him—he had mercy on me, too.  His death would have been one huge grief piled on top of all the others.  So you can why I’m so delighted to send him on to you.  When you see him again, strong and strapping, how you’ll rejoice and how relieved I’ll be.  Give him a grand welcome, a joyful embrace!  People like him deserve the best you can give.  Remember the ministry to me that you started but weren’t able to complete?  Well, in the process of finishing up that work, he put his life on the line and nearly died doing it.

A word about matrilineal descent – in case I wasn’t clear, I don’t believe in it.  From Orthodox tradition and is inconsistent.  The problem with Ruth.

Who is Epaphroditus?

Only mentioned in Philippians.  He was the messenger of the gift from the church in Philippi.  His name is of pagan origin – “belonging to Aphrodite”, the fertility goddess.  Named after the Greek goddess of sexual love and beauty (Romans called her Venus).  

Epaphroditus demonstrates the power of the gospel – he is set free from dead paganism to serve the living God!  No longer belonging to Aphrodite, he now belonged to Jesus!

Our God is a redeemer.  Your past life, dedication, or name has no bearing when we come to Christ the King!

But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, 

Epaphroditus took this letter to the Philippians.  Being the messenger also meant that he was the primary teacher of the letter.  It would have been read aloud and the congregation would have a time of asking questions where Epaphroditus would convey the intent of Paul and any clarifications.  (Why it was significant that it was Phoebe who delivered the letter to the Romans).  

my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, 

Paul gives 3 important titles to Epaphroditus:

1. Brother – belonging to the same family – relationship.

2. Worker – laboring for the same cause – task.

3. Soldier – sharing the same fight – struggle.

This should be said for all of us.  

Are we acting like family?  Are we co-laboring for the same cause?  Are we sharing the same struggle or I am I struggling on my own?  Are we fighting the good fight of faith or are we fighting each other?

Why would God choose you?

Are you on the team?

Is this the best you can do?

God chose you because He knows you and if He couldn’t use you then He wouldn’t choose you.

who is also your messenger and minister to my need; 

Philippians 4:18 let’s us know that Epaphroditus was the one who brought the financial gift to him in Rome.  

He was the messenger but he was also the minister as he cared for Paul.

because he was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.  

We get a glimpse of Epaphroditus’ pastoral heart.  He is the one who is sick but he is distressed because the church had heard that he was ill.  

Reminds me of my mom and the last words that I heard her say a day before she would go home to be with the Lord.  Gosaeng manyee haechi – you have suffered a lot.

Sending Epaphroditus gives us a glimpse of Paul’s pastoral heart.  Would have been easier to keep him there to continue to care for him but he sent him to give the Philippians peace of mind that Epaphroditus was truly ok.

For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, 

We learn here that his illness was severe.  Thankfully God had mercy on him and he recovered.

No indication that this was a miraculous healing, but Paul still saw God’s mercy in Epaphroditus’ recovery.  

Again, the most powerful prayer that we can utter is ‘Lord, have mercy on me.’

One of the most precious characteristics about God is that He is full of mercy.

It doesn’t run out.

Lamentations 3:22-23 ESV

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.

Luis Palau shares this story:

A mother once approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son. The emperor replied that the young man had committed a certain offense twice and justice demanded death. 

"But I don't ask for justice," the mother explained. "I plead for mercy." 

"But your son does not deserve mercy," Napoleon replied. 

"Sir," the woman cried, "it would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for." 

"Well, then," the emperor said, "I will have mercy." And he spared the woman's son. 

Mercy and grace are often used interchangeably.  

Mercy – eleos (compassion, pity).

Grace – charis (unmerited favor).

Dr. Harold L. Willmington

Mercy is the act of withholding deserved punishment, while grace is the act of endowing unmerited favor.  In His mercy, God does not give us the punishment we deserve, namely hell; while in His grace, God gives us the gift we do not deserve, namely heaven.

and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow.  
Paul was not a robot.  Though he would desire to be home with the Lord and looked forward to his death he knew that anyone dying was cause for grieving.  

Whenever a believer dies we step into the radical middle.  Joy that we will see him/her again in heaven where there is no more pain, tears, and sadness.  But also, pain and grief that they are no longer with us on earth.  Paul understood that.

Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you.  

The emotion they should have in seeing Epaphroditus is joy!

Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; because he came close to death for the work of Christ, 

Epaphroditus was sent as a messenger and as a personal attendant to Paul.  Maybe not the most spectacular job but it was all the work of Christ.

We tend to picture some tasks in the kingdom to be more spiritual than others.  Don’t!  It’s all the work of Christ.

**Sydney conference – sacred v secular.

In his return he is to be regarded highly.

Perhaps Epaphroditus may have felt like a failure or the church in Philippi may have felt he didn’t do his job since he fell sick.  In any case, Paul reassures them that Epaphroditus served him well and went beyond.

risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.

Risking – paraboleuomai – no regard. A combination of two Greek words – para (with, besides) and bouleuo (to deliberate, take counsel, resolve).  Put together with the proper tense it means one who rashly exposes himself to dangers, venturesome, reckless.  The ancient Greek word was gambler – one who risks everything on the roll of the dice.  

For the sake of Christ Epaphroditus was willing to risk everything.

In the early church there was a group of Christians who called themselves the Gamblers.  They visited prisoners and the sick, especially those who were sick with dangerous and infectious diseases.  

When the plague hit a city the dead bodies would be thrown into the streets, as the locals would flee in terror.  The Gamblers would bury the dead and ministered to the sick as best as they could.  They would risk their life to show the love of Jesus.  Some tout this spirit to be what turned the tide in the Roman world to Christianity.    

Why would God choose you?  Are you on the team?  Is this the best you can do?
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