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Mark 4:35-41

On that day, when evening came, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side.”  Leaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other boats were with Him.  And there rose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up.  Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”  And He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush be still.”  And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm.  And He said to them, “Why are you afraid?  Do you still have no faith?”  They became very much afraid and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?”

Mark 6:47-52

When it was evening, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and He was alone on the land. Seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea and He intended to pass by them.  But when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out; for they all saw Him and were terrified.  But immediately He spoke with them and said to them, “Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid.”  Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were utterly astonished, for they had not gained any insight from the incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened.

I am a follower of Jesus but I don't always know what to do.

I am a follower of Jesus but I don't have all the answers.

I am a follower of Jesus but I don't always know what is going to happen.

I am a follower of Jesus but sometimes I get scared.

A newspaper publisher sent a telegram to a noted astronomer:

Wire: Collect immediately 500 words on whether there is life on Mars.

The astronomer dutifully replied: Nobody knows 250 times.

Uncertainty.

Storms.

We are living in a very uncertain time. So many things up in the air.

Our jobs, future, covid, economy, health.

I WILL ALWAYS BE UNCERTAIN, I CAN BE CERTAIN OF IT

Uncertainty is not an indication of poor leadership.

Uncertainty is sometimes not an indication of poor choices.

Uncertainty is what life is. Life is uncertain.

Storms will happen in our lives.

John Wesley

When I was young I was sure of everything; in a few years, having been mistaken a thousand times, I was not half so sure of most things as I was before; at present, I am hardly sure of anything but what God has revealed to me.

God is not uncertain.

James 1:17

Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

God shows up in uncertainty, in the storm.

Example - knee injury. No job, no money, no place to call home, alone from mission field with bum knee as an athlete. This was the start of my ministry.

God shows up in uncertainty, in the storm.

We are part of the story > God's story.

God's story is linear not cyclical.

If you were reading a book and came to a difficult chapter would you just give up reading? NO!

Just because you are in a difficult chapter of your life, will you just give up? NO!

You are a part of God's story. He is still writing it and it has a good ending.

Jeremiah 29:11-13

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

How do we need to thrive in uncertainty, in the midst of a storm?

1. Clarity

Ok to be uncertain, not ok to be unclear. We need clarity.

Uncertainty clears the way for us to have clarity.

What has God called you to do? What was the original vision?

Joshua 1:10-11

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, “Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you are to cross this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you, to possess it.’”

New leadership after Moses dies.

The Israelites were used to wandering. Good at it. Now had to war.

What was original vision? Take the land.

All they had to do was cross the Jordan.

Uncertainty helps us to go back to the original vision.

They had to do what God has told them and depend on Him to do what they couldn't do.

We need to do what God has told us to do and depend on Him to do what we can't do.

Dr. Charles Kraft

Without Him we can’t.  Without us He won’t.

Retreat to the vision.

Pack and cross the river. Good at packing, but not in crossing.

What is your Jordan?

2. Flexibility

Plans change but vision remains the same.

Plans change more in times of uncertainty.

Jim Collins (Good to Great) talking about Sam Walton’s leadership.

No decision was sacred but the vision never changed.

Be flexible. The path may be different but the vision will not change.

Example - I have had so many job titles but the vision has remained the same – build His church.
3. Prayer

Learn to pray.  Sometimes only option in a storm is to cry out to God!

He wants to answer His people.

Salvation took the uncertainty of our eternity, now retreat to prayer and grace.

Let’s go back to the Mark passages.  The disciples are caught in two storms.

We see the different ways that God answers us.

Sometimes we become afraid and God seems to be doing nothing.  He speaks to the storm changes the circumstances and calm comes.

Other times we are straining to do it by ourselves and getting nowhere.  We ask Him to come into our situation and by His mere presence the storm is calmed.

We can look at this with different perspectives.  

First story is about those who follow Christ yet with some storms we get very fearful.  We think God is not interested in what we are going through or we think He doesn’t care as if He is just asleep.  We forget that His presence in our boat changes everything.  He rebukes the wind and calm comes.

The second story is about those who do not follow Christ yet.  They are trying to live this life that was created by God on their own and finding their efforts are quite futile in the midst of a storm.  Jesus is walking by.  He needs an invitation to get into your boat.  And when He does His presence calms the storms in your heart.

God wants to answer your prayers.  Whichever situation you are in He wants to become our refuge and strength.

Psalm 46:1


God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
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