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1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Message

Be cheerful no matter what; pray all the time; thank God no matter what happens.  This is the way God wants you who belong to Christ to live.

Thanksgiving is upon us.

May your stuffing be tasty

May your turkey plump,

May your potatoes and gravy

Have never a lump.

May your yams be delicious

And your pies take the prize,

And may your Thanksgiving dinner

Stay off your thighs!

Thanksgiving is much more than the turkey and stuffing.  

The Thanksgiving story is more than just the tale of Pilgrims and Indians. It's a portrait of God's hand in bringing people together to accomplish a specific purpose. As you share this story with your children, encourage them to listen for the ways God helped the Pilgrims and guided them through difficult times.

In the early 1600s the Wampanoag Indians inhabited the coast of what we now call New England. They raised crops, lived close to the ocean in summer for seafood, and moved inland in winter to set up hunting camps. Their encounters with Europeans over the years were mostly friendly.

But there was one exception: In 1614 Captain Thomas Hunt captured several

Wampanoag, along with a Patuxet Indian named Squanto, to be sold into slavery in Spain. A Spanish monk purchased Squanto's freedom, taught him Spanish, introduced him to Jesus Christ and sent him to England. In 1619, Squanto returned to his native land, only to find that his tribe had been wiped out by an epidemic. Thereafter he made his home with the Wampanoag.

Meanwhile, in 1608, a British group called Separatists fled to Leyden, Holland.  There they found religious freedom, but also poverty, grueling work hours, and a secular culture that threatened to undo the values they had carefully instilled in their children. In 1620, they sold all their belongings to help finance their journey to America.

On the Mayflower's voyage, the Separatists were joined by another group of people bound for America. They called these people Strangers. The two groups, 102 people altogether, were called Pilgrims.

Their journey lasted nine weeks. In one of those divine "accidents" that change the course of history, the ship lost its course and landed far north of its destination at what we now know as Cape Cod, Massachusetts. Once outside the territory covered by the King's Charter, the Pilgrims became responsible for their own government, and so they wrote a set of laws called The Mayflower Compact. On December 21, 1620, they began their new life at the place they named Plymouth.

The winter was devastating. Wind whipped through their settlement and sleet and snow chilled them to the bone. Half of the Pilgrims died. But the Separatists clung to their faith; not one person chose to return to England when the Mayflower made her return voyage.

Spring brought unexpected relief-the help of a Christian brother, Squanto. He taught them how to grow corn, use fertilizer, stalk deer, and catch fish. William Bradford, the governor of Plymouth, wrote that Squanto was "a special instrument sent of God for good beyond our expectations."

And so their first harvest was good. Governor Bradford proclaimed a day of thanksgiving to God, and the Pilgrims invited their Indian friends. Chief Massasoit and 90 members of his tribe came, along with Squanto, bearing venison and wild turkeys for everyone to share. The Pilgrims and Indians feasted, played games, ran races, and showed their prowess with bows and arrows and muskets. With so much to be grateful for, the Pilgrims celebrated that first Thanksgiving for three days!

(Christianity Today article – What are the Origins of Thanksgiving?)

Thanksgiving holiday was started by Lincoln during the civil war to proclaim “thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.”  It was the 4th Thursday in November because of a tradition of the Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay colonies where post-harvest festivals were celebrated on the weekday regularly set aside as “Lecture Day” – a midweek church meeting where topical sermons were given.

Canadians celebrate on the second Monday in October.  Japan, South Korea, Laos, and Liberia also celebrate with Thanksgiving holidays.

Psalm 136:1

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; for His loving kindness is everlasting.

People who are thankful live life differently.

· If you have nothing to be thankful for, thank Him that you are alive.

Thanksgiving Dinner with Snoopy - complaining that he isn't having turkey and only dog food. Comes to his senses and says, it could have been worse. At least I'm not a turkey.

· Be thankful that only you and God know all the facts about you.

Why should we be thankful?

1. For Jesus Christ

We get to have relationship with God through Him.

If you have ever doubted God's love for you, just look to the Cross.

Paul, a highly educated man was so moved by the cross that he said,

1 Corinthians 2:2

For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

2 Corinthians 5:21

He made Him who knew no sin, to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Jesus Christ died for us. He saved us and gave us life.

2.  Every good thing we have comes from Him

James 1:17

Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.

David's prayer of thanksgiving at the freewill offering of the people for the

Temple.

1 Chronicles 29:9

Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the Lord with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.

1 Chronicles 29:14

But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this?  For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You.  For we are sojourners before You, and tenants, as all our fathers were; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope.  O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for Your holy name, it is from Your hand, and all is Yours.

Some of you have had a tough year. You've endured your share of criticism.

Maybe you've lost your job or maybe you're going through a rough patch in your relationships.

Now comes Thanksgiving. Can we thank God even when times are tough? Yes, we can.

1 Thessalonians 5:18 

in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Are we to give thanks in everything?  Could be translated in every circumstance.

You don't have to give thanks for evil in the world. 

If my child was sick, I would not be thankful. 

If someone stole my car, I would not be thankful.

If I lost my business was stolen from me, I would not be thankful.

The Bible does not say be thankful for evil. But in every circumstance, no matter how bad it is, you can give thanks to God.

Why?  Because:

· His purpose is bigger than my circumstances.

· He will give me the power to overcome my circumstances.

· I know I will grow through this experience if I allow God to help me grow.

I may not be thankful for evil, but I can be thankful despite the evil.

How can you be grateful when you've lost your job, your health, or a loved one?

You look not at what you've lost - but what you have.  

So the question is:

What are you taking for granted?

Your health?  Your abilities?  Your relationships?  Your freedom?

Johnson Oatman, Count Your Blessings

When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.


Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your blessings, see what God hath done;
Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.

We need to do that, name them one by one. We need to make lists of what we are thankful for – our families, friends, and our church, whatever we are thankful for. 

When times are tough, that's when you need to be reminded of everything God has given you.

Besides, you can't find God's will for your life when you're ungrateful.

1 Thessalonians 5:18 

in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

If you are not living a grateful life you are out of God’s will.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving as a church in our house churches.  Let’s remind ourselves of the countless blessings we have in Christ and fulfill God’s will by giving thanks.
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