Christmas Service
1 Peter 4:11
If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God.
~~~
I want to invite you to consider two questions this morning/afternoon. 
1. What is the Christmas story? 
2. And is it true? 
Let’s talk about question number 2 first. Is the Christmas story true? 
Truth is important
· The truth about a story (like a news story) has great implications
· The past three years! We’ve been obsessed with checking the news regarding Covid restrictions
· How does it always work? 
· Usually the local papers get the news first, but what happens - we’re always NEVER sure
· Is it true? Are the rumors true? 
· Beginning of the year, waiting for our helper from the Philippines (rumours about flights being banned - at that point, we had even booked the quarantine hotel)
· Government press release → spring to action. Cancel hotel. Rebook. Make new plans. 
When the news/announcement is true, it leads to action (a response).  
The Christmas story - yes they are stories, but they could be considered as news/announcement as well. 
Essentially there are two major Christmas stories that exist in the world
· Announcement 1 - Santa Claus is coming to town!
· Announcement 2 - Joy to the world, the Lord is come. 
What’s the story of Santa Claus? (You may want to distract your children if they’re sitting with you today…)
· Lives in the North Pole, his elves and reindeers, comes down through the chimney, he’s sees you when you’re sleeping, he knows when you’re awake, he’s making a list and checking it twice and he’s going to find out who’s naughty or nice
Is this story, is this announcement true? 
· Of course, we know the answer. 
But let’s pause for a moment - what if this story were true? Wouldn’t that lead to certain actions? 
· Not crying, not pouting, not fighting, being good for goodness sake, etc. 
How about the other Christmas story? 
· 2000 years ago, on this Christmas day, Jesus, the son of God, was born of the virgin Mary. He was God who became flesh to live among us and to die for us, so that we can be forgiven of our sins, saved from death, and have eternal life and everlasting joy
For any guests here today, have you ever considered the question - is this true?
· Because wouldn’t the truth of such an announcement have huge implications?
For believers, have you ever wondered - why do I believe this is true? 
· What’s the evidence? What are the arguments for and against the truth of the New Testament, specifically the four Gospels that tell the story of Jesus? 
For an announcement this important, doesn’t it MERIT a deeper look, a deeper study, a serious consideration of the question - is this true? 
· If it were true, well that demands a response! That should lead us to some kind of action. God came down? Because of His love? He wanted to identify with us? Too good to be true!
· If it weren’t true, the Scripture says, if the story of Jesus isn’t true (specifically referring to the resurrection, but I think it can be applied generally to the whole story of Jesus), we are, of all people, most to be pitied. What are we doing here!? 
· My response to most skeptical texts/things found on the internet (especially whatsapp forwards). 
· Flooding videos
· World cup highlights
· Covid news
· We have to verify, verify, verify
1 John 1:1-2
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.
Heard, seen, looked at, touched, testify
· John is making a clear statement - what we’re saying about Jesus is true. We are eye witnesses of Jesus. We have been with Him. We have seen Him heal the sick, cast out demons, forgive sins. We saw Him on the cross, and we have touched the resurrected body of Jesus. 
· This is not a fairy tale. 
We don’t have time today to discuss the evidence for the truth of the New Testament (specifically the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), I want to invite you to consider this question and try to find out - is the story, the announcement of Christmas true? Are the sources reliable? 
Guests - this is too important to ignore
SP family - this is too important to simply say, my parents told me, my wife believes, my church says so. The stakes are too high. 
Let’s go to question number 1 - what is the Christmas story? 
Most of us are probably familiar with the nativity story
· Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem to register for a census, they are unable to find a room in an inn, and thus give birth to Jesus in a manger
But there is a story behind that story is revealed in Luke 2:8-12
Luke 2:8-12
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
The story of Christmas is not simply - away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little lord Jesus, laid down his sweet head. Yes that is what happened, but the true story of Christmas is that when this baby Jesus was being born in a manger, it was actually the Savior of the world coming down from heaven for you and me.  
Isaiah 9:2 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
Isaiah (700 years before Jesus), prophesying about the coming of Jesus, says He is a GREAT LIGHT that has dawned upon the land of deep darkness.
The Christmas story, like any good story, begins by setting the scene
· This world is a land of darkness
Think of most entertaining movies
· Matrix - begins with the revelation the robots have taken over, we're batteries, this world is not real! But Neo is the one to save humanity
· Braveheart - Scotland is under terrible oppression. So much so that William Wallace, who wishes to lead a peaceful quiet life, is forced to become the leader of the freedom fighters
· Top Gun - this unidentified terrorist nation is threatening the security of the world, and the mission is SO difficult, nobody will be able to successfully take out the threat. Except Maverick - Tom Cruise
Without the backdrop, without the scene, the characters mean little
· Neo is just a talented hacker
· William Wallace is just a brave strong farmer
· Maverick is just an arrogant pilot living in the past
But imagine, if there was no hero - what a bleak picture
The Christmas story = gospel story
We are sinners - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
“The meaning of Christmas is that love will triumph and that we will be able to put together a world of unity and peace.”
Keller, Timothy. Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth behind the Birth of Christ (p. 7). John Murray Press. Kindle Edition. 
The Christmas season actually highlights what is dark in our lives, because it reveals what life and world was supposed to be like
· Love, giving, kindness, forgiveness, joy, peace
Both weakness and our wickedness are highlighted
The gift of God is the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world
Understanding the darkness of the world is ESSENTIAL to understanding the significance of the statement 
· Tonight, the Savior has been born to you, the Messiah, the Lord
· On those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
Tim Keller
1. Explains darkness
2. Shows the darkness is not something we can overcome on our own
What is your reaction to that statement? 
· Christmas! It’s the day when the Savior was born to you
· Savior? Why do I need a Savior? 
The true story of Christmas makes a claim that the world we are living in is a land of deep darkness. 
And as much as we like to say that Christmas is a time of hope, love, giving, and kindness, the biblical teaching is that the great light of Christmas is not found from within us. It needed to dawn upon us from somewhere else. 
Wouldn’t it be great if we could have Christmas all the time!? Christmas is the one time of the year where everyone knows you should be nice, you should forgive, you should give to others.
It needed to be given to us as a gracious gift of God, because on our own, we are unable to save ourselves. 
Christmas is a time of gifts, but there are some gifts that are difficult to receive. Imagine receiving a gift from your spouse, and it’s a book on dieting! “What are you trying to say?” To say, “Thank you so much” and really receive the gift means you are willing to acknowledge - yes, I have put on weight, and it is something I need to address. 
Jesus, the great light, has been given to the world as a gracious gift, but it’s up to us whether we will receive this gift or not. It takes humility and honest assessment to ask ourselves - is there darkness in my heart that I cannot overcome on my own? Am I in need of a Savior? And if you can say to God, “Thank you so much!”, you’re understanding the true story of Christmas - Jesus, the Savior of the world, the great light, has come. 
Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
