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Happy New Year!
This time is a time for reflection.  When we think about the year we had are we sitting here glad or sad?  Regretting or rejoicing?

All comes down to either the choices we have made or the circumstances that we found ourselves in.

Chuck Swindoll

Standing between two years is a good place to evaluate our lives.  Looking back, we remember the year that has passed – its delights and disappointments fresh in our memories.  Looking around, we see clearly where we are – able to make good choices based on our actual circumstances.  And looking ahead, we anticipate another twelve months that hold the possibilities of high hopes and new dreams.

Why would God choose you?

He chose you because He knows you and if He couldn’t use you He wouldn’t choose you.

Are you on the team?

Is this the best you can do?

Greeks never gave obituaries.  Only asked one question – did he have passion?

Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf


I have but one passion; it is He, He only.
Only passions, great passions can elevate the soul to great things.

Passion for Christ.  Giving our all for the Lord.  As we reflect on the end of the year – as a follower of Christ did we follow Christ with everything?

A well-known church leader once surmised the largest gap exists not between the seekers and believers, but between less mature Christians and “Christ-centered” Christians.  The less mature, he says, believe that “God is for me, my plans, and my agenda in this world.”  But the truly Christ-centered have given up their lives and dreams in complete surrender to Him.  “A big-honkin’ thing has to happen for a Christian to move from self-centered to Christ-centered.”

Numbers 13

1.  Trust in God and His wisdom.

Spies sent out.  Bad report is brought back.

Whole process was flawed.  

Deuteronomy 1:22 

Then all of you approached me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, that they may search out the land for us, and bring back to us word of the way by which we should go up and the cities which we shall enter.

Sending spies out was not God’s initiative.  Moses tells us it was the people’s initiative.  

The bad report was the fruit of their unbelief.

They would not take God’s word that it was a good land and that they could take possession of it.

They could not trust the pillar of cloud and fire to show them the way into it, but had a better opinion of their own strategies than God’s wisdom.

The God who provided for them supernaturally with manna, quail, and water could not be trusted.

So absurd for them to send out spies when God already spied out the land.

1 Corinthians 3:19


For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.

We ruin ourselves by giving more credit to the reports and representations of sense than to divine revelation.

2 Corinthians 5:7


for we walk by faith, not by sight

2.  Stand up for the Lord even if no one else stands with you.

Numbers 13:30

Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.” 

Caleb said to take possession.  yarash – to seize, occupy, inherit.  

The word has the legal sense of becoming an heir – due to God’s covenant with Israel.

Caleb was saying that the land belonged to them.  They didn’t have to steal it; they had to just occupy it.

v. 31 

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us.”

Other men responded that the people were strong.  chazaq – usually has a broad sense of violence.  23 out of 57 times that it is used in the OT it refers to God’s strong hand.

The men were saying the people were stronger than God.

v. 32 bad report – evil report

Some saw giants, some grasshoppers, 2 saw God.

Some said the people were too powerful and they were too weak.  But only Joshua and Caleb saw God.

God said the land flowed with milk and honey and they brought back evidence of its plenty but instead of it being evidence they rebelled.

3.  Not trusting God has consequences.

Numbers 14:1 

Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.

Unbelief or distrust of God is a sin that is its own punishment

Those that do not trust God are continually frustrating themselves.

2 Corinthians 7:10b


…but the sorrow of the world produces death.

Numbers 14:2

All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt!  Or would that we had died in this wilderness!

Complaining begins.

Jealousies and discontent spread like wildfire.  Complaining is contagious.

When we complain that means God made a mistake.

Where complaining exists, thanksgiving is missing.

Glory of God falls, God is angry, Moses intercedes and God forgives but there are consequences.

Numbers 14:22-23

Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness yet have put Me to the test these then times and have not listened to My voice, shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, not shall any of those who spurned Me see it.

40 years in the wilderness.  Why?  To wipe out one generation.

Sin costs, unbelief costs.

We traveled from Egypt to Israel and it was miserable.  Just obey God.

4.  Whatever you do, do it with everything.

Numbers 14:24

But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it.

Caleb – followed me fully.  Different spirit – ruach.

The Holy Spirit is working inside of him.

Caleb followed God fully.

He received a great reward – inheritance.

Joshua 14:6-14

As we look forward to NYE service 2023 will we look forward to a reward or a regret?

Tragedy of Amaziah.

2 Chronicles 25:2


He did right in the sight of the Lord, yet not with a whole heart.



