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Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2 Corinthians 2:11

so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

Satan has devised strategies to counter passion for God.  Clearly from the passage sin is a major obstacle to passion for God.  

Satan is so deceptive and many times we are blinded by the cause and effect relationship that sin has with our relationship with God.  

Romans 6:23a


For the wages of sin is death,

The Hebrews passage tells us that to run the race we need to be free from sin and also every encumbrance that entangles us.  An encumbrance is anything that slows us down or impedes our progress.  

When I run I don’t want loose change in my pockets or to carry anything that will get in the way.  My purpose is to run fast and long not to carry something from point A to point B.  

We need to be aware that sin is crouching at our door but we also need to be aware that there may be some things that are good but not the best for us.

1 Corinthians 10:23

All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable.  All things are lawful but not all things edify.

What are the encumbrances in our lives?

Again, Satan has devised strategies to counter passion for God.
1. New age movement

The real strategy is not only does it seduce people with evil power but also it makes Christians afraid of power.

2 Timothy 1:7


For God has not given us the spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.

The gospel is the power of God.  Now the average Christian is timid about power thinking that if they move into the realm of the Spirit they will be deceived and seduced with evil power.

So anything that is spiritual is looked upon with great discomfort and suspicion.

Tielhard de Chardin

We are not human beings having a temporary spiritual experience.  We are spiritual beings having a temporary human experience.

We are spiritual beings and as spiritual beings we need spiritual expression.

Spiritual gifts, prophetic ministry, healing, hearing God’s voice is all looked upon as suspect.  Become so afraid of being deceived.

My family’s unwillingness to accept my healing.

2. Self-psychology (pop psychology)

The real strategy is pop psychology replaces Biblical terms like pride, sin, lust, and love of prominence with terms like insecurity, low self-esteem, and poor self-image.

As a result, no one takes ownership anymore.  It’s not their fault.  They are just victims.  

A victim mentality is born and no responsibility.  Not my fault, I was not breast-fed long enough that is why I lash out with anger at others.  It’s not my fault; it’s my mom’s fault or its society’s fault since she had to go to work.

Freedom is in repentance but too busy being the victim and blaming others to step into the freedom that is made available to us through the cross.

Acts 3:19

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that time of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.

3. Compartmentalization - Polytheism

Deuteronomy 6:4

Hear O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

People living in the ancient Near East were a deeply spiritual people who believed the world was filled with the sacred, mystical, and the magical.  They were polytheists (only Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are mono-theist) – there were numerous gods, demons, angels who were seen as ruling over different spheres of life.  Life was spiritual but it was ruled by innumerable deities many of whom were not very pleasant.

For example – a practicing polytheist living in that time who wanted to draw water down at the river, the trip would take you past the forest and past the fields.  This simple task was filled with possible spiritual danger because there were different divinities ruling each of these aspects of life.

In order not to offend the Baal of the field you would pass along you would need to take a sacrificial offering and perform a religious ritual at the shrine of the field.

Next would have to pass the large tree.  Imposing trees were thought to contain nasty spirits called dryads.  Another religious ceremony would have to be performed to appease the dryad.

Next came the river goddess.  Offending this fickle goddess would mean drought or flood and catastrophe.

Polytheistic view went beyond fields and rivers.  Extended to the state (politics), family, war, fertility, etc…

The life of a polytheist was:

· Complex – each deity has to be encountered with the proper decorum.

· Superstitious – minor actions have massive spiritual consequences.

· Dangerous – not all gods were good, in fact many were just evil.

In this context comes the Deuteronomy passage.

No longer could there be different gods for different spheres of life – a god of the temple, another god of politics, a different god for fertility in the field and another for the river.

Yahweh is the ONE God who rules over every aspect of life and the world.

Yahweh is Lord over home, field, politics, work, etc… and the religious task was to honor this ONE God in and through all aspects of life.

Romans 11:36

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen.

Polytheists can compartmentalize life and distribute it among many powers.

Monotheists have only one reference point for life and existence – God.

Meeting with Os Guinness – greatest threat to the church – compartmentalization of the believer.

Jesus is not just your God when you are at church but at your home, your work, your date, your leisure, when you are at the market, driving, etc…

Pastor Selamet and the reluctance of Christians to hire SPIn members.

Hear O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  

Rather than a call to covenant loyalty it became a theological statement.

Ontology – philosophical concern with the nature of being (ontos).  

Influenced by Hellenistic/Platonic thinking, ontological theology focuses on God in His eternal being rather that on his existential claim on our lives.

In other words, when we say the Lord is one, we mostly make a claim of His being instead of His place in our lives as first of all.

First time I heard this phrase was at Fuller with a professor in the School of Psychology – “I’m an ontological believer.”

God is ONE.

Our task is to bring all aspects of our life, communal and individual, under this ONE God.

The Torah was written in this context.  The Pentateuch seems to jump from subject to subject, from deep theology in one verse to a seemingly trivial matter the next.

One verse deals with what we do in the temple, the next what happens when your donkey falls into a pit, the next might deal with mildew in the kitchen, and then a women’s menstrual cycle.

There doesn’t seem to be an order or logic to it but there is…the logic is it trains the Hebrew to relate all aspects of life to God!  From mildew to the worship in the temple and everything in between.

Michael Frost and Alan Hirsch

While in the Western spiritual tradition we have tended to see the “religious” as one category of life among many (we even call nuns and monks the “religious”), the Hebrew mind was no such distinction about a purely “religious” existence but is concerned with all of life…All of life is sacred when it is placed in relationship to the living God.

Ephesians 1:20-23

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Jesus is Lord of our life!

Where is He not Lord?

On this first Sunday of 2023 let’s run hard after God.  Let’s run this race with endurance and fix our eyes on Jesus!
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