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Ephesians 6:12-13

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

2 Corinthians 2:11

so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

Noema (no a ma) – a mental perception, thought, an evil purpose, that which thinks, the mind, thoughts or purposes.

The enemy’s schemes are played out in the mind.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.

What do you think of when you hear toast, orange juice, eggs, and bacon?  Breakfast.

What do you think of when you hear the words: speculation, knowledge, thought?  Mind.

The warfare is happening in our minds.  The enemy is lulling you into sleep or into a thought process that is undermining your passion for the Lord.

The Lord needs to do a paradigm shift.  Take us from the old or worldly way of thinking to a Christ-centered way.

Oliver Wendell Holmes


A mind shaped by a new thought will never go back to the same shape.

That’s why it’s so important to read the Bible.  

2 Timothy 3:15

and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Guest speaker years ago that spoke about a kid who fried his brain with drugs.  Just read Scripture over him.  He got into Stanford.

Satan has devised strategies to counter passion for God.  

1. Spiritual Pride

Worst part of it is we can’t tell when we have it.  So deceptive and subtle.

Pride is like bad breath; everyone knows you have it except you.

We can feel good even when we are full of spiritual pride.

Can give us the illusion that we are close to God.

Study our Bible in a mechanical way, pray in a mechanical way, quote the Bible and hurt someone with our quote and feel good about it.

Get our God stuff taken care of in the beginning of the day and go around the rest of the day in pride and feel so close to God.

When Jesus talks to the Pharisees about it they get offended.

*If someone talks to me about pride or self-righteousness and I get offended—clear sign that I am being prideful and self-righteous.  

Don’t get angry about things that aren’t true.

Happens when we begin to judge people by their spirituality, how long we pray or how much we read.

When people come up to me and tell me about how much they read the Bible and how much they pray and how many babies they have fostered and that they are basically important in the kingdom of God I just think, “Wow, they just lost the benefit of all those prayers and devotion.”

Spiritual pride happens when we take the calling of God in our life and elevate it to a standard for everyone else.

Pastor telling a story:

I was taught to read the Bible one hour a day.  One book a month.  While leading a Young Life group, a girl calls and says I can’t study an hour a day.  I feel so guilty.  I hate to get up in the morning knowing I have to study one hour a day.  His chance to minister to the girl.  Instead said, “You ought to feel guilty—can’t give God one hour a day.”

Take your standard, elevate it to a Biblical command, enforce it and judge others when they don’t measure up to it – this is spiritual pride.

God has His own timetable.  He didn’t call the apostle Paul the same time He called the apostle John.

2. Hypocrisy

Best study on hypocrisy.

Matthew 23:2-3

saying: The scribes and Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things, and do not do them.

Isaiah 29:13

Then the Lord said, “because this people draw near with their words and honor Me with their lip service, but they remove their hearts far from Me…

Never get fooled by the externals.  We can be doing the externals and our hearts can be a million miles away.

The heart is the key to the spiritual life.

Hypocrisy – judge others by what they do and judge ourselves by our intentions.

“Did you see what she did?  I saw you do that.  I didn’t mean that…”

We want to be excused on the basis of our intentions, but we are not willing to extend grace to those based on their intentions but on their deeds.

The sad part is as a result we become an echo instead of a voice.  Hear something good, spout it everywhere but not have an ounce of it in our hearts.

3. Self-righteousness

Luke 18:9-14 The Pharisee and Publican

Self-righteousness happens when we focus on our personal commitment instead of a Person.

Focusing on external obedience rather that the condition of the heart.

Jesus rails against this in Matthew 23.

Puts confidence in rules, confidence in religious activity instead of confidence in a Person.  When we do that we cut ourselves off from God.

Don’t put your confidence in fasting or prayer life.  Put your confidence on the One we pray to.  

Don’t put our confidence in our ability to interpret scripture but in the One who wrote it and can open and close our eyes.

Our self-righteousness wants us to put our confidence on fasting.

Self-righteousness is the focus on commitment, our external obedience, and ourselves.

4. Culture of Convenience

Describe modern people who are increasingly geared toward ease and instant gratification.  

It us much more convenient to stay home.

Os Guinness


Online services during covid introduced casualness to our faith.

Christian faith v. Christian life.

Christian faith is personal.  Just me and God.  

Christian life is communal.  Me, God, and everyone else.

We have a Christian faith but we live a Christian life.

Christian life was meant to be lived together and shared together.  Communion was about community.  The word is sharing.

We understand this.  This is why we don’t eat alone.

John 11:33

When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and was troubled,

3rd person singular - He was deeply moved in spirit and troubled Himself.  

Thank God Jesus troubled Himself and raised Lazarus from the dead.  It would have been much more convenient to just attend the funeral and go home.

Why are we gathering in the mornings to pray together?  We are troubling ourselves for one another.

So subtle and deceptive.  Must be vigilant.

In our Christian world a leader can write a best selling book on grace and display none of it in their lives.  

Can read a book on Christian dating and then go right away and violate what the book says.  

When God is blessing someone’s socks off and we can’t rejoice but we are just thinking, “why not me?”  

Get offended by someone’s spirituality and make fun of him or her.  

The enemy has lulled us into a sleep.  He has lulled us into dead religion.
We must guard our hearts.

Proverbs 4:23

Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life.
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