
Intro
Last week Pastor Ian preached on Push Starting Your Faith. One of the points he made was that salvation is not earned. It is given to us by faith, but still requires us to take it.
The moment you take it, and profess Jesus to be your Lord and Savior, what exactly happens in that moment?
· Forgiveness of sins / salvation
· You are born again / a new creation
· You receive the presence of God, the Holy Spirit
· You are adopted and become a part of God’s family
Each of these are life changing. Today I’ll be focusing on being a part of God’s family. Specifically the word I’ll be looking at is the Greek word koinonia.
Koinonia is a Greek word that is translated as fellowship. A word that is commonly used in church life. If you grew up in church in the 80s or 90s the word koinonia or fellowship were commonly used for any type of gatherings.
· Food and fellowship
· Retreat/Camps would have the word Koinonia
· Youth Group was called Fellowship
· Sports fellowship
Is going to a restaurant together but everyone is on their phones?
Or two old people sitting together and not talking?
Is playing basketball together?
Or right now. As you sit here in this service together, is this koinonia?
Koinonia is more than just being together. The NIVR, the word koinonia/fellowship is translated as “to do life together”. But how about hanging out with your non-Christian friends? Your colleagues? Your high school friends? Koinonia is more than just hanging out.
The word koinonia shows up in 18 verses in the New Testament.
I want to highlight two verses that make use of the word koinonia twice.
1 Corinthians 10:16 KJV (communion)
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the koinonia of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the koinonia of the body of Christ?
1 John 1:3 NASB 1995 (fellowship)
what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have koinonia with us; and indeed our koinonia is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
In both verses it mentions koinonia in the context with God and with the body.
Theologian John Stott brings clarity to this.
John Stott
That’s the Greek word koinonia. It comes from the adjective koinos that means “common.” Koinonia bears witness to what we have in common and what we share as Christian men and women and young people. It bears witness to two complementary truths.
First, koinonia expresses what we share in together, what we have received together, what we participate in together. That is the grace of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. So the apostle John, at the beginning of his first letter, says, “Our fellowship [koinonia] is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ”…
But koinonia also bears witness to what we share outward together—not only what we receive together, but what we give together. Koinonia is the word that Paul uses of the collection that he was organizing from the Greek churches for the benefit of the poverty-stricken churches in Judea. And koinonikos, the adjective, means “generous.”
Defined as “What is shared in common as the basis of fellowship”
What is it that is shared in common? It’s God.
Our koinonia with each other is based on our koinonia with God.
What we have received in koinonia with God, we give and share with each other.
I have three points. Each point is a quality we should strive for in Koinonia with each other, which we have also received in our koinonia with God.
Romans 12 starting at verse 9 is a section on how Christians should behave.


Romans 12:9-10
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves
1. SINCERITY & VULNERABILITY
· Ananias and Sapphira and sin of deception.
· What should they have done? Should they have given 100% like everyone else?
· 2 Corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
· They weren’t willing to be vulnerable. They were worried how people would judge their giving, and so they deceived with their giving and broke the unity of what the Spirit of God was doing.
· Being vulnerable is different from being open.
· Often being open means you already dealt with things, and being vulnerable reveals the things you are still dealing with. Your fears, your insecurities, your doubts, your sin, things that you feel may skew people's image of you.
· Being vulnerable means allowing someone to know your genuine self. The good, the bad, the ugly.
· Not being vulnerable robs people of the privilege to truly know you and have a genuine relationship with you.
· Thus being vulnerable or sincere, means being your true self.
What we received from God?
· How many times have we lost faith and thought the worst of God? How many times have we ignored God? How many times have you not listened and did whatever you wanted? How many times have we taken God for granted?
· And yet does God ever close his hearts to us.


Romans 12:9-10
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves
2. COMMITMENT
· Acts church met daily
· There are two expectations as a HC member.
· Attend HC every week
· Attend Sunday Service every week
· At the beginning of every HC season we ask people what they want
· Go deeper in relationship
· Build trust
· Grow in vulnerability with each other
· Accountability
· Iron sharpens iron
· To achieve the above requires a commitment to one another.
· No different from a dating relationship
· Someone who chats once a week vs someone who chats everyday
· Attend HC every week and Sunday service every week, that’s really the minimum. The hope is that as you grow in a relationship with each other, you would want to spend more time with one another.
What we received from God?
· The presence of the HS indwells in us. We haven’t really proven ourselves, yet God has committed to indwell us.
· He will never leave us or forsake us.


Romans 12:9-10
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves
3. SACRIFICE
· To put another above ourselves means we must sacrifice
· To be generous and help in the needs of others means we must sacrifice. Acts church shared what they had with those in need.
· Relationship requires sacrifice
· Marriage
· Kids
· Church takes sacrifice
· SPKids
· Worship Team
· HC leaders
· They don’t get to choose when they feel like coming or not.
· Regardless of how busy they are at work, they will sacrifice to be at HC on time.
What we received from God?
· Jesus coming to serve and not to be served
· Revealing himself as the suffering servant
· Giving his own life for us


Conclusion
Three qualities of koinonia
1. Sincerity & Vulnerability
2. Commitment
3. Sacrifice
Our koinonia with each other is based on our koinonia with God. Striving and living out these qualities without God will cause us to be bitter and offended when it is not reciprocated. So be drawn to God, and continue to receive His mercy and grace so that we can offer it to one another.

