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Ephesians 6:12-13

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

Tielhard de Chardin

We are not human beings having a temporary spiritual experience.  We are spiritual beings having a temporary human experience.

We are spiritual beings and there is a spiritual realm.

Story from devotional website:

How real is the spiritual realm? My lawyer friend from Nigeria tells a personal story of how he was preparing for an important case. He knew that he must be prepared to argue five separate points. He was to appear before his country's supreme court, so it was a very important case. As he neared the time in which he was to go to court, he began to pray about how he was to argue the case. He spent much time in legal preparation and intercessory prayer. As he went to court, the Spirit spoke to him and said, "Do not argue point one, point two, point three, or point four. Only argue point five." Imagine my friend's struggle of faith. If he were reading this wrong, the shame and professional fallout would be devastating. The time had come to present the case before the judge when my friend said, "Judge, I wish to withdraw points one through four. I wish to argue only point five." The opposing counsel stood up and objected. "Your honor, he cannot do that!" "Objection overruled, counsel," said the judge. My friend went on to present his case around point five only, and then sat down. When the opposing counsel stood to present his case, he stood speechless for 12 minutes. He could not get a word out of his mouth. He finally mumbled a few words and complained to the judge that he was going to have to yield. It seems that the opposing counsel had prepared to argue only points one through four, but failed to prepare for point five. The judge ruled in favor of my friend. 

2 Corinthians 2:11


…for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

Satan has devised strategies to counter passion for God.

Most deadly of all is the Religious Spirit.


A demonic power assigned to us in the area of religion.

Evil spirits:

1. Different kinds

Matthew 17:21

“But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”

2. Not all are equally wicked

Matthew 12:45

Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself,

    Ephesians 6:12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

3. Deceptive 

2 Corinthians 11:14

No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

Matthew, Mark, Luke – Jesus is always confronted by a demon.  

John – no mention of a demon except His accusers accuse Jesus of having one.

Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, lawyers became the principle opponents of Jesus.

John 8:44

You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

Matthew 23:15

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel about on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.

1 Timothy 4:1

But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,

2 Timothy 3:5

holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

Overriding goal of the religious spirit is to replace the Holy Spirit in our experience of God.

Holy Spirit is our source of discernment and our source of power.

The religious spirit desires to replace that.

Keeps us from hearing the voice of God.

Hebrews 12:25


See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking…

Ephesians 5:10


Trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

A form of religion/godliness without real power.

Satan wants to replace God.  He wants us to worship him.

Matthew 4:9


…All these things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me.

The religious spirit wants to replace the Holy Spirit in our experience of God.

Signs of a Religious Spirit

1. Inability or unwillingness to receive correction.

Key - not from someone who is above you, but from someone below you.

Become unteachable, defensive, and easily offended.

Question is how did you respond the last 5 times?

2. When prayer life becomes mechanical.

When we take a shopping list to God.

We get close to the end of our prayers and start to feel relief.  You don’t feel relief when you love someone.

3. Feel we’re closer to God than most other Christians.

Feel we are right on the forefront of what God is doing.

Feel we are more superior to other Christians.

Feel that our church is superior to other churches.

Feel that our denomination is superior to other denominations.

When we feel that we are the best, we are claiming omniscience.  We are taking God’s place. We are saying that we know all other churches and through our superior understanding have come to the conclusion that ours is better.

4. Feel that our theology is superior to other churches/people.

Our interpretation of theology is superior.  We need to know what we believe but must approach theology with humility and be open to others opinions in peripheral matters.

Augustine


In essential matters – unity


In non-essential matters – peace


In all matters - love

5. Graceless criticalness and judgmentalism.

Always see what’s wrong with others and wanting to fix others.

“I’m ok, you’re not, and you’re not.”

Matthew 7:1


Do not judge so that you will not be judged.

Jesus says we will be judged the same way we judge.

Kingdom of God operates on forgiveness.

6. When we want to get noticed for our spirituality in the church.

Praying in the sanctuary when I was a youth pastor and hearing someone next door.  All of the sudden I started praying louder.
When we want to get credit for the prophetic word, for serving, etc…
Matthew 23:5


But they do all their deeds to get noticed by men
What do we have that was not given?

When we see any of these signs we need to be aware that we may have come under the influence of a religious spirit.

What can we do?

We must cry out for God’s mercy.  We didn’t earn it, we don’t deserve it.  

Matthew 20:31

The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”

Pray for a revelation of our sinfulness and for His graciousness that covers us.

Psalm 51:1

Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your loving-kindness; According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions.
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