Romans 12:11
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.

This verse is Paul’s instruction to the believers in Rome - keep your passion for God! 

Did the early church keep their spiritual zeal and fervor? Did the early church keep serving the Lord? 
· I think so
· History tells us that the early church grew in an incredibly rapid manner
· Sociologists recognize that Christianity grew at a rate of approximately 40% per decade… Sociologists estimate that at the launch of the Church there were approximately 1,000 Christians. By AD 100 that number has risen to about 7,500 Christians in the Roman Empire. Come AD 150 there were about 40,000 Christians. Flash forward to AD 350, when there were as many as 34 million Christians in the known world.
(https://newbreak.church/early-church-growth/)

What energized the early church to maintain their passion? 

Judges 2:7-12
7 The people served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had seen all the great things the Lord had done for Israel. 8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of a hundred and ten... 10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel. 11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals. 12 They forsook the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt…

But for the early church, they were able to maintain their passion through generations
· It seems the growth of the church actually started to wane once Christianity was adopted as the official religion of Rome (power, corruption, automatically converted to Christianity). 

So much could be said, but have narrowed it down to three things. 

What energized the early church to maintain their passion can and should energize us today.

~~~
1. They had experiential knowledge of Jesus

Their passion was not maintained simply by careful study, deep meditation, intellectual understanding, debates and arguments against the various false teachings of their day. 
· These are all important, but not enough. 

Judges 2:10
10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel.

The apostles are eyewitnesses of Jesus (they “knew” Jesus)
· His miracles
· His character
· His teachings
· His death
· His resurrection
· His ascension

They are filled with passion because of their incredible experiences. Understandable… That’s natural. 
· The disciples that come after - initially, they come to believe Jesus through the sharing of the apostles. Wow that sounds incredible! But it doesn’t just stay there. 
· Acts 9:10-19
· Ananias (we don’t know anything else about him). He’s simply called a disciple. Not a prophet. Not an apostle. He has an encounter with Jesus, and a direct experience of the power of God (and it seems like it wasn’t so shocking or out of the ordinary). 

Coming to faith in Jesus is more than just intellectual debates, clever arguments and persuasions. 
· There is a place for that
· But it’s also an experience
· Baptism service

My youth ministry experience (are you “full-on”)
· My aim in youth ministry
· PSam’s thoughts on youth ministry (creating opportunities for encountering God)

We need this again and again and again and again and again.
· We’re so good at forgetting
· We cannot manufacture it, for sure, but we can create opportunities for ourselves
· Retreats, HC gatherings, altar calls, The Well, River inner healing, Experiencing God class, EMP, outreaches, serving
· Just like human relationships… You can’t manufacture friendship/chemistry/spark but you can put yourself in a position where the possibilities are greater
· Like doing LAM course, like trying to set aside time for a date

2. They regarded Jesus as their absolute King and Lord. 

It seems to me, the gospel that was preached by the apostles was an announcement about who Jesus is - that He is the long-awaited Messiah, Lord and King of all the earth - rather than simply a teaching on how to get saved. 

They had a vision of Jesus as King and Lord, which demanded radical obedience and compelled them to follow Him. 

Romans 1:1-6
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.

What do we see as the central message of the gospel? 
· “This is a gospel song”
· That’s something I’ve discussed with many worship leaders
· “The gospel was preached today”

Typically, I think what we mean by this is
a) Our sinfulness, God love for us us, Jesus’ death on the cross, and our hope for the future
i) We are not saved by our works but through our faith in Jesus

What’s wrong with this? Nothing - it’s absolutely true. It’s wonderful. And it really is life changing, if the truth of this teaching touches our hearts. 

But I'm not sure if this was the main thrust of the gospel preaching of the apostles. 

Our current situation
We all know (I hope) that Jesus is King. He is our Savior and He is also our Lord. 

But often, we make salvation the central message. And His Lordship becomes an additional teaching that's difficult to place. 
· The example of the Father Heart teaching (the “bait-and-switch”)
· “The good news is that we can be saved and forgiven no matter what we've done, just by confessing our sins!”
· Wow ok! 
· “Oh but wait, Jesus is also your Lord, so you need to start obeying Him.”

The early church
The central message - Jesus is Lord! Jesus is King! You’ve been serving the wrong King. Come to Jesus. 
· Within this message, obedience, submission, worship is assumed, implied, included. 

This is good news in the sense of - finally, you can know and follow the true King!

But also, this is amazing news because what kind of a King is he? 
· He is a King who saves us from our sins
· He is a kind, merciful, sacrificial King
· He died for our sins for our forgiveness 
· Our salvation is not based on our good works. When we fail, we can come to Him again and again and again. 

But the baseline understanding is - Jesus is King and Lord and He deserves our complete obedience.

And the early church THRIVES because they radically give up their lives. Radical forgiveness. Radical sacrifice. Radical devotion. 

Maybe our vision of Jesus is too small…?
· He’s my best friend
· He loves me no matter what
· He died for my sins
· I’m super thankful. What a nice guy. 

Obedience, allegiance, worship, submission - optional
· Good if we can
· It’s OK if we cannot because we’re not saved by our works anyway

Romans 10:9
9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
· Not just believe and confess Jesus died for your sins
· Believe and confess Jesus was raised from the dead and is Lord over all things

Our vision of Jesus leads to obedience. Our obedience leads to passion. 
