Rev. Samuel Song 
             Parable of the Good Samaritan         26 February 2023

In the Christian calendar, as in life, there are seasons where we are called to slow down.  Lent is one of these wonderful seasons where we are called to take time and slow down and to prepare ourselves for something spiritually significant – Christ’s death and resurrection.

Luke 10:25-37

And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?”  And he answered, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”  And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE.”  But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead.  “And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  “Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  “But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  “On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.’  “Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?”  And he said, “The one who showed mercy toward him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.”

Who do you see yourself as in this parable?

· The good guy (Samaritan)

· The supposed to be good guy (Priest)

· The other supposed to be good guy (Levite)

· The victim (Random almost dead guy)

Background:

Professional religious leader asks a question that he already knows the answer to.  So Jesus puts it on him, “how does it read to you?”  He answers correctly.  Should have moved on but wanting to justify himself asks another one and he wishes he didn’t.

Going down – going down from Jerusalem to Jericho which was considered the city of priests because so many priests lived there as it was close to Jerusalem.  About a 7-hour walk according to Google maps.

The road between Jerusalem and Jericho was a major thoroughfare for trading caravans, military personnel and the pilgrims who visited Jerusalem multiple times each year. Given the isolated terrain, people on this road were easy targets for bandits, who would have found ample hiding places and multiple escape routes into the desert where no one would pursue them. When Jesus said that “a man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho”, the crowd would certainly have noted the dangers that this journey posed.

A person who was robbed and beaten on this road would have been in a very vulnerable position — there would have been no food or water to find along the path to recover with, and no shelter from the elements. The victim would be utterly exposed and isolated — desperate for help. Moreover, anyone coming upon such a victim would have not been able to easily avoid them. At points, the road is so narrow; a passerby would have had to literally step over their body. The callousness of the priest and Levite who ignored the victim stands out even more, given the geography.

Also since the priest is going down this means he is done with his ritual duties at the temple and should have less regard for contracting uncleanness by touching a potentially dead body.  Instead when he sees the man in need he moves to other side of road and passes by. 

Levite as well.  Descendent of Levi, priest a descendant of Aaron.  He too moves over.

Those who should have helped don’t.

Then Samaritan – to those listening this person would have been the last one to do the right thing.

In 721BC when Assyria captured the Northern Kingdom some were taken into captivity while others stayed behind.  The ones left behind intermarried with the Assyrians thus they were neither fully Hebrew nor Gentile.

Schism started when the Jews who returned from exile refused the help of the half-breeds.  The animosity just grew more over time.

The Samaritans saw themselves as the keepers of the Torah and the true descendents of Israel, from the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh.  Their primary religious site was on Mount Gerizim and they considered the Jerusalem temple and the Levitical priesthood to be illegitimate.

The point is the person who shouldn’t have gotten it did.

The Samaritan sees the man and has compassion on him. If our working definition of hesed is “when a person from whom I have a right to expect nothing gives me everything” then the Samaritan clearly exhibits hesed.  His care for the wounded man is above and beyond – he bandages, pours oil and wine, transports him to inn, cares for him there, and leaves money for further care, and then says he will come back to check up on him.

Then the question the scribe knew was coming – who proved to be a neighbor?  He can’t even say the Samaritan.  He just says, the one who showed mercy (hesed).  Go and do likewise.

Who do you see yourself as in this parable?

· The good guy (Samaritan)

· The supposed to be good guy (Priest)

· The other supposed to be good guy (Levite)

· The victim (Random almost dead guy)

In a way we are all the persons in this parable at different times.

· When we were too concerned about our own comforts or our own agenda and priorities to be bothered to stop everything to help someone who could never repay us back. We would be the priest or the Levite.

· When we feared that involving ourselves in the affairs or messes of others would jeopardize our standing or status (read: ceremonially unclean) that's the thinking Jesus is pointing to in this parable.

· When we think that by stopping and helping, we would render ourselves to also be vulnerable to attack and potential theft or even loss of life, we are living like the priest or the Levite.

Today I would like to propose to you that you are I are in fact the victim in this story and Jesus is the Good Samaritan.

We don’t like to be the victim but that is precisely what sin has done to us.

Sin has beaten us down, stripped us of our dignity, robbed us of what God intended, and left us for dead.

John 10:10a


The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;

Jesus is the ultimate Good Samaritan:

1. He came to save us

When He didn’t need to, it was His love for us that compelled His journey to come and become God incarnate.  To dwell among us so that we could be reconciled to God.
John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

2. He came to heal us

Taking all of our hurts and pains and brokenness, Jesus is the Great

Physician. The Great healer who restores us to that which the Father intended for us.
Matthew 8:17

This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “He Himself took our infirmities and carried away our diseases.”

3. He came to take us to sanctuary and wholeness
And he didn’t just administer some first aid and leave us in our mess.

Jesus carries us to a place where we can experience sanctuary and restoration.

Now the intention is that this is the Church, the bride of Christ. 

We are the community of followers of Jesus that have experienced this death to life transformation, received wholeness and restoration by the grace of God and now because of God’s love and grace, joyfully co-labor with Jesus to help others.
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24


Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

4. He was despised, rejected and still He came

And just as the Samaritan was the cultural outcast, loathed and despised by the Israelites.

Isaiah 53:3 

He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem him.

And in spite of this reality, still Jesus obeyed the Father’s will, proclaiming,

“Not my will, but Yours be done.” (Luke 22:42)

5. He paid for our wholeness on the Cross

And the cost of our healing and restoration was paid by Jesus on the Cross.

Infinitely much more that 2 denarius – a debt that could never be repaid.

Isaiah 53:5

But he was pierced through for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.

6. He came to serve us

The One who should be revered as King, came as a lowly servant. 

In this parable, this Samaritan never needed to stop. He never needed to help this man by serving him in this life-saving way. By doing so, Jesus demonstrates that the greatest is made great because of his capacity to serve even the most needy.

Matthew 23:11


But the greatest among you shall be your servant.
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