Luke 12:13-21 NASB
13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14 But He said to him, “Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.” 16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very productive. 17 And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 21 So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
Continuing on with the Lent series: parables of Jesus from The Gospel of Luke. Today’s parable: the parable of the rich fool.
Jesus gives this parable in response to a request from someone in the crowd. We need to first look at that story. 
· 12:13 - Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.
· Isn’t that so relatable? 
· Children fighting over their inheritance - such a common conflict we see even in today’s age. 
Quick context
Luke 12:1 NIV
Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.
· So many people are gathered, and people are trampling on one another
· It must have been so hectic
· People are so desperate to speak with Jesus, for healing, for His teachings
· This man must have broken through the crowd to get Jesus’ attention to speak the thing that was the most burning in his heart - Jesus! Help me make sure I get the most out of my father’s passing!
We can, for sure, go to Jesus with every request, but be prepared that Jesus may not share the same urgency toward your request that you feel. 
· He may be more interested in dealing with what is in your heart
· Why is that the most burning request of your heart? 
12:14 - Jesus says that’s not what I’m here to do
12:15 - it seems to be Jesus perceived what is in his heart
· And further, he perceives that this is not just something he’s dealing with. It’s something the whole crowd needs to hear. 
· So he speaks to the whole crowd - watch out! Be aware! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.
What are we talking about today? Money. Greed. What our view of money should be. 
“Watch out!”
· When do we say “watch out!”?
· Tim Keller’s point
· Greed is one of those things most of us don’t recognize, but it could be something that is totally getting us on the wrong path. 
Reflection question - is there greed in your heart? Ask the Holy Spirit
· Your first response will be - No, of course not! I’m not a greedy person. Just wait a bit. Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you. Is there a desire in your heart to hoard? To hold on to what you have as yours? Is there love of money in your heart? A desire to get rich? 
· MAYBE share about Zoe’s speech “mine”
1) The Incredible Allure of Money
My own discovery of greed
· Never thought I would struggle with the love of money
· Grown up as a missionary kid, never rich, but never poor, learned to be thankful, learned to be generous, always had provision, always tried to give and be generous
· Started my investment journey in 2021
· The “success” of my investments brought a RUSH into my heart that I had never felt before
· Always tried to keep it cool before others (didn’t want to seem greedy), but I was spending a lot of time thinking about it, learning about it, wishing for those fantasy stories
· Kept trying to spend less time, trust God, let it go, etc
· But it was only after everything went down in 2022 that I was able to come out of that grip 
· Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also - I have never felt that verse as strongly as I had during this period
Disclaimer:
· I have nothing against wealth and having a lot of money
· I think it’s wonderful
· I agree with PBenjamin that it is an unhealthy, perhaps religious mentality to say, I just want enough for my family and nothing more. That’s actually quite self-centered, self-focused
· Carey Nieuwhof - I am way more generous and gracious when I have margins in my life. Time, emotional/mental energy, and finances. 
· But there is something about money (whether you have it or you’re chasing after it) that can so easily lead us astray.
· Why is it that money can lead us astray so easily?
2) The Imperfect Promises of Money
· Because at first glance, money seems to be the answer for these three deep cravings/longings of our hearts:
· Significance
· Security
· Satisfaction
By nature, we all long for these things. We know in our heads that God is the real answer. But in our hearts, we often feel like we’ll find it in something else (money being one of the primary things). 
We see this in today’s text:
· Luke 12:15b
For not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.
· Significance
· We often feel that our possessions is what life is or should be all about. So we pursue possessions. 
· We place great significance on our wealth because we often find our own significance/value in what we have, how much we have, how big our house is, how nice our clothes are.
· Actually, more often, we find our value in how much more we have, how much bigger our house is, how much nicer our clothes are
· Do you feel this way? I don’t think I do this for myself, but I do find that I am quite easily impressed by people who have a lot of money, which leads me to think that maybe subconsciously I do equate wealth and significance in some way. Why do I feel intimidated by those who are extremely wealthy? Would I feel differently if I also had similar wealth? 
· What’s the truth about significance? 
· First - the significance that is derived from money is not true significance. I’m sure you have seen people who are overtly materialistic, who are overtly flaunting their wealth and the nice things they have. 
· And we know - that’s actually very unattractive, and that’s the most shallow form of significance. 
· Second - in Jesus, we already have ultimate significance.
· We already have the creator of the universe calling us His beloved children. This is my son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased (Matthew 3:17). 
· Jesus sees value, worth, significance, so much so that He gave His life for us, to redeem us.  
· 1 Peter 1:18-19
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
· Does money provide significance. Yes! But we don’t need money to have true significance.  
· Security
· Luke 12:17-18
17 And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
· His mind immediately turns to - what’s the best way to store my surplus grain? Why? So that his future is secured. 
· Who knows what kind of harvest he will have in the following years? Maybe there will be a drought or a flood. 
· The best thing to do is to make sure to store away these grains, so that no matter what happens, I will always have enough grain for myself and my family. 
· Don’t we feel the same way about money? 
· We save. We try to make sure we have our emergency fund. Which I think is great. Wise. 
· In some sense, this is certainly true. Money does provide a certain level of security. 
· But what’s the truth about security? 
· First - there are definitely some things, many things, that money cannot save us from. And in that sense, like significance, money does not provide true or ultimate security. 
· This is the main message of the parable - this very night, your soul is required of you. What good is our money then? 
· Second - In Jesus, we already have ultimate security. 
· We are covered by His love, His grace, His favor, His comfort, His presence. In this life. He will never leave us or forsake us. 
· Does money provide security. Yes! But we don’t need money to have true security.  
· And we have security not just from the storms of life, but we have an eternal security through Jesus, even in death. 
· Satisfaction
· Luke 12:19
19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry
· With his future secure, what is the desire of his heart? 
· Let’s enjoy life!
· Take it easy. Eat. Drink. Be merry!
· This is almost exactly the fantasy that was in my heart. 
· “Quite troubling because this is basically my "dream", in my unguarded moments. When I think about retirement, investments, "FIRE" movement…”
· FIRE - financial independence, retire early
· In my unguarded moments, this is my fantasy. I just want an easy life. If this crypto does a 100x, etc etc. 
· I think money is going to bring the ultimate satisfaction, ultimate comfort, ultimate joy
· What’s the truth about satisfaction?
· First - the satisfaction of having lots of things - that will wear away fast. The satisfaction of taking it easy will last a little while, but it’s not ultimate satisfaction. It’s not ultimate comfort. It’s not going to be ultimate joy. 
· Second - in Jesus, we already have access to the source of ultimate satisfaction, ultimate comfort, ultimate joy. 
· Psalm 16:11 - in your presence is fullness of joy. In your right hand there are pleasures forever .
· Can money provide a level of satisfaction. Yes! But I don’t need money for true satisfaction. 
Why talk about this? We already know this, but we don’t really know it here. 
Psalm 23:1-4 (normal version)
1 The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside quiet waters.
3 He restores my soul;
He guides me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I fear no evil, for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 23:1-4 (altered version)
1 Money is my shepherd,
I shall not want.
2 Money makes me lie down in green pastures;
Money leads me beside quiet waters.
3 Money restores my soul;
Money guides me in the path I should take. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I fear no evil, for I have enough money;
My investments and my bank account, they comfort me.
So what are we to do? What is the solution? How do we come out of greed, the love of money, our trust in money? 
Should we give it all away? Or is it just ten percent? Is it OK to invest, save, prepare for the rainy day? Maybe give 20%?
3) The Insignificance of Money 
Calling it the insignificance of money because what God is really after is our hearts. 
There isn't a formula that fits for everybody. Only you can answer the specifics of what to do with the wealth God has given you. 
For sure, for many of us, part of what God is calling us to do is to be more generous. 
Luke 12:33 NASBS
"Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys.
But giving money away is not necessarily the solution - my story of 2021.
Sometimes giving becomes our justification for our pursuit of money. 
I know I'm spending a lot of time trying to make money (in fact, I'm spending most of my time, energy, and my life in pursuit of money), but it's for a good cause. I'll give! 10% 20% 50%
Testimony of Paul Lim
Keith Green - To Obey is Better than Sacrifice
To obey is better than sacrifice
I don't need your money
I want your life
Luke 12:21
So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
Being rich toward God - pursuing God, spending time with Him, meditating in His word, singing, praying, receiving His truth, giving Him our hearts and getting His heart
Then the truth will become TRUTH in our hearts. 

