INTRO
I struggled with what to share from this parable. I prayed, and felt like God said, “Just share about what I was trying to say.”
But what was Jesus trying to say?
To understand what was being said, we must look at context:
1. What was the circumstance when Jesus spoke this parable?
Luke 15:1-2 NASB1995
Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”
Jesus is hanging out with tax collectors and sinners. And the Pharisees and scribes are unhappy that Jesus is being so inclusive. These are people who they considered of low status, and if anything should be excluded. Thus the comment, and Jesus’ response is the three lost and found parables: the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son (the prodigal son).
2. What was the purpose of Jesus' parables?
· Merriam-Webster definition: Parable - a usually short fictitious story that illustrates a moral attitude or a religious principle
· Jesus was a master teacher. Parables are a teaching tool.
· P. Nate’s message on what is the Gospel? The Gospel is a pronouncement the Jesus is King, and the Kingdom of God that is to come.
· Thus, Jesus’ parables are about the Kingdom of God.
Whatever the parables are, they are not, as children are sometimes taught in Sunday school, ‘earthly stories with heavenly meaning.’ Rather, they are expressions of Jesus' shocking announcement that God’s Kingdom was arriving on earth as in heaven. - N. T. Wright
Instead of reading a parable and asking, “How is this parable about me?”
We should ask, “How is this about Jesus and God’s Kingdom?”
The three main themes of Jesus’ parables (Bible Project):
1. The Kingdom of God has come, but in an unexpected way.
2. The upside-down values of the Kingdom of God.
3. Crisis of decision. Are you a part of what God is doing or not?
As we go through the text, keep this in mind…
What is Jesus saying about the Kingdom of God and its upside-down values? There is something unusual about this story and out of the norm.


11 And He said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth between them.
The younger son’s request was two things:
1. Disrespectful. I value your money more than you.
2. Hurtful. He’s done with the relationship. He’s breaking up with his Father.
13 And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living.
· NIV = wild living
· ESV = reckless living
· Greek / Aramaic = wasteful living
· NKJV = prodigal living
14 Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.”’
We need to understand the significance of feeding swine.
· When I think of pig I think of: char siu, bacon, prosciutto, guanciale, pork chop = delicious, tender, juicy, flavorful morsels of meat.
· To jews they were not kosher animals. They were unclean.
· It carries diseases
· It spreads filth
· It is a symbol of hypocrisy
· Jews would have a deep revulsion and disgust towards the pig.
· What animal would that be for you?
· Imagine working on a cockroach farm.
20 So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate.
· The father saw him from a long way off. He was looking and missing his son.
· The father ran and embraced and kissed him! This was not the norm and difficult on the knees for anyone older in age.
· It showed what was going on in his heart. He missed his son!
· The son is fully restored:
· The best robe is a sign of dignity and honor, proof of the prodigal’s acceptance back into the family.
· The ring is a sign of authority and sonship.
· The sandals for his feet are a sign of his not being a servant, as servants did not wear shoes.
Luke 15:24
for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’
Parable of the lost sheep: I have found my sheep which was lost!
Parable of the lost coin: I have found the coin which I had lost!
Parable of the lost son: this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.
Being lost, being in exile, being away from the Father = death
Being found, being with the Father = life / resurrection 
25 “Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things could be. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. 29 But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’” 
The older brother is bitter. He feels entitled because he’s been so obedient. Yet the Father seeks him out to restores him.


\
When the Pharisees and scribes heard this parable what were they thinking? Do they identify with the younger son or the older son?
Jesus spends a lot of time developing the story of the younger son.
· Israelite son
· Squanders what the Father wants to give him
· Exiles himself to the land of Gentiles
· Become a slave among the Gentiles
· Comes to his senses, and realizes he made a terrible mistake.
Jesus is telling the story of Israel!
· Israel is the son
· Taking the things God has given them and squandering them
· Being lost and slaves in a distant land with the Gentiles
· Telling the story of breaking the covenant and going into exile and the invitation back into the promised land and the covenant renewal and restoration of what was lost.
The story of the younger son resonates with the Pharisees and scribes!
The story of the older son also resonates with the Pharisees and scribes!
Just as the older brother is unhappy with the Father for being inclusive, the Pharisees are unhappy with Jesus being inclusive of the tax collectors and sinners. Jesus is saying to them, “how can you exclude them when you are all the same?”. They are faced with their hypocrisy.
Question: What was Jesus saying about the kingdom of God and its upside-down values?
Answer: The Kingdom of God is inclusive. The means to bring about this inclusiveness is radical forgiveness.
This is demonstrated by the Father to his sons, and he asks his son to do the same.
It’s radical and upside down, because this is not how the world works. You need to prove it before you are included again. You need to prove it before I can forgive you and accept you.
This is not just Jesus telling us to live this way, but he demonstrated it on the cross for us. While we were sinners he died for us. He forgave us because he loved us, and gave up his life to pay for the wages of our sin.
To walk in this radical forgiveness, the source is Jesus. We are to not only obey, but also to do it in love. The only way we can do it in love is the revelation that Jesus satisfies all our needs. This was the revelation the father brought to the older son.
And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours.
