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Acts 2:42

They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Early church devoted themselves to:

1. Apostles’ teaching

2. Breaking bread - worship

3. Prayer

4. Fellowship

Ralph Neighbor

· Welcome – Fellowship

· Worship – Breaking of bread (thanksgiving)

· Word – Apostle’s teaching

· Work – Prayer 

History of HC.  Midweek gathering of our community in small groups throughout the city.

House Church ministry has been one of our most important and beloved ministries at SP.  It provides a more intimate environment for sharing, fellowship, and prayer to and with one another.  It provides an opportunity to develop deeper relationships with others and to simply learn to live life together.

However, while House Church can be a valuable part of our Christian walk they are not a substitute for attending church.  

The enemy is an expert in taking good things and using them to take us further away from God.

The gold from Egypt turned into the golden calf.

Here are some reasons why attending church is important even if you are part of a House Church:

1. The Fourth Commandment

Exodus 20:8-11

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who says with you.  “For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and al this is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Only commandment that starts with the word, remember.  Most likely meant that the Sabbath command was given earlier.

The four words in English – to keep it holy, is only one word in Hebrew (kawdash) which means dedicate, consecrate, sanctify or set apart.  This day was to be dedicated to the Lord.  

The priests were to double the daily sacrifices on the Sabbath marking the day with increased spiritual activity.  The rest of the Israelites were to mark the day with decreased activity to honor the Lord.

Numbers 28:9-10

Then on the sabbath day two male lambs one year old without defect, and two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and its drink offering: ‘This is the burnt offering of every sabbath in addition to the continual burnt offering and its drink offering.

There is no indication in the Bible or in early Jewish writings that there was another day in the week where priests took a day of rest.  Rabbis began to formulate a separate day of rest in modern times.  Meaning spiritual activity was not considered work.

The fourth commandment is one of the first blessings in the Bible and first thing that He called holy.

William C. Williams

Holy only refers to God.

Put God first on Sunday.  Make it holy.  Make it about Him and not about you.

It’s not family day, it’s God’s day.  It’s not workday, it’s God’s day.  It’s not catching up on errands day or hiking day, it’s God’s day.  Put God first.  

Since the Exodus the people of God went to the tabernacle, Temple, or church to worship the Lord, pray, give, and honor the Lord.

But PSam, shouldn’t we practice Sabbath on Saturday?

Sunday was the day that Jesus rose from the dead.  Since that time, followers of Christ have gathered on the first day of the week to celebrate His victory over sin and death.

John 20:1

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.

The Holy Spirit was given to the church on Sunday – Pentecost.

The early church wanted to make a distinction from the Jewish Sabbath and met on Sundays, the first day of the week and called it the Lord’s Day.

Acts 20:7

On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight.

1 Corinthians 16:2

On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.

Sunday was called the Lord’s day.

Revelations 1:10

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet,

2. Corporate Worship

While House Church includes a time of worship, Sunday service allows us to participate with the whole church.  Corporate worship allows us to come together as a community of believers to express our love and thankfulness together.

To hear from the Spirit as we worship the Lord together.  

In corporate worship I am not alone.  I am part of a whole body.  I am led by the Spirit to worship the Lord through prayer and ministry

E.g. – Kevin Siew holding baby.

3. Opportunities to Serve and Give

Sunday service provides many opportunities for each member to be able to serve.  From Sunday school, youth group, worship, sound and PowerPoint, announcements, singing, welcoming, coffee bar, clean up, praying, and preaching.

Also, we bring our gifts of talents and resources to the Lord.  

Lamenting online giving – taken out the worshipful aspect of giving.

Sermon based

SP is built on the rock of Christ.  SP is also built by the sermons preached.  
Matt Chandler


The pulpit drives the church.

Every activity, belief, goal that we have are from sermons based on the Bible.

Our House Churches are based on the sermons.  Our discussions are sermon based.  In order for us to participate we must do our work – listen to the sermon.  No listen, no speak.

What are we trying to do?  To get by with the bare minimum?

Aren’t we trying to grow and be like Jesus?  This doesn’t happen overnight.  Aren’t we trying to glorify God in all we do and say?

Os Guinness


Online services during covid introduced a casualness to our faith.

Very dangerous.  Got us out of our spiritual rhythm.  

Our faith is not casual.  Christianity is meant to be lived full on.  It’s not a part-time faith.  It’s meant to encompass every area of our life.  It can’t be a part of your life – it’s your whole life.  When it’s part time or simply a part we will get frustrated.

To be honest the fact that I need to preach a sermon like this is a bit frustrating.  Something that should be common sense.  You know how common sense this is?  Some of the points and inspiration for this message came from ChatGPT – AI.

Let’s honor God by keeping the Fourth Commandment!  Let’s not turn House Church into the golden calf.

https://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Shabbat/Afterword/afterword.html
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