Hebrews 12:4 NASB
You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin. 

Introduce the topic/title: Pursue Holiness, Fight Sin

Good morning. This morning, I’d like to talk about growing in holiness. Growing in holiness, pursuing purity, fighting sin. 

Quick self-reflection - are you walking in holiness & purity? Are you battling sin? Are you fighting for purity? Or have you simply accepted defeat, accepted a life of compromise.  

Powerful verse today - you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin. Meaning - you should be resisting to the point of shedding blood. There should be a fight against compromise, a fight against sin. 

This is normative Christianity - growing holiness, growing purity, growing victory over sin. My old youth pastor - “we will never be sinless, but we will sin less”
· Those who have a genuine encounter with God, without being told what to do, naturally put away sin
· Zacchaeus (Luke 19)

Psalm 139:23-24 NLT
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
    test me and know my anxious thoughts.
24 Point out anything in me that offends you,
    and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

1 Peter 1:14-16 NASB
14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

1 John 2:1-3 NASB
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.

Gal 5:16, 19-21 NASB
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh… 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

This is what it means to grow as a Christian. Many aspects of growing as a Christian. We grow in our prayer life. We grow in our understanding of the Bible. We grow in knowledge of who God is and what He is like. And we also grow in holiness, obedience, purity. 

This is what it means to take up our cross, deny ourselves, and follow Jesus. We’re giving up things that seem attractive to us, but we know are ungodly. We’re turning away from things that we used to do because we know that they are displeasing to God. We’re choosing to love God more than loving ourselves. Fighting sin is a real, tangible, action we take to demonstrate to God that He is our number one. 

Share my battles: lust and swearing (anger, impatience). 

As we, as a church, grow in our holiness, purity, and victory over sin, we’re going to have greater fruitfulness. We’re going to have greater intimacy with God, greater intimacy with one another. We’re going to have greater joy. We’re going to have greater freedom. 

Today, I want to focus on the WHY. Three reasons why we should pursue holiness and fight sin. 

1. Because it’s good for us
2. Because of who God is
3. Because it’s gonna be worth it

First - it’s good for us. 

Hebrews 3:12-13 NASB
12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

The deceitfulness of sin. Sin is deceptive. At the moment of weakness and temptation, sin feels so right, our mind says, “I deserve this”, “this is what I need.” But what happens after we give in? Greater sorrow. More brokenness. More disappointment. Guilt. Shame. 

That was the original Fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3. The serpent deceives Eve - Did God really say you can’t eat from any of the trees? You’re not really going to die. In fact, if you eat it, it’s actually going to be super good for you. Verse 6 - “ She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her.”

But what happened afterwards, death, separation from God, shame, brokenness. 

Sin seems to say - this is really going to be good for you. You’ll feel better. Buy this, drink this, say this, do this, hide this. But in the end, you’re left more distant from God, more disappointed, more addicted, more broken. 

Psalm 45:7 NASB
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
With the oil of joy above Your fellows.

The deceitfulness of sin twists our thinking so that deep down, in our hearts, we begin to love (and long for) wickedness. We wish we could partake in that wickedness. But you know you’re  a Christian, and Christians don’t do that, so you don’t do it, but deep down, in our hearts, we begin to hate (and resent) righteousness. 

Many of us secretly love wickedness and hate righteousness, but Jesus truly loved righteousness and hated wickedness, and he was the most joyful human being in all of history. 

True joy is found in God. By pursuing purity and holiness, and by fighting sin (and overcome it), we will be set free from the deceitfulness of sin, we’ll be able to see and correctly assess righteousness and wickedness, and in God, we will find true joy. 

Second - Why should we pursue holiness and fight sin? Because of who God is. 

Romans 2:4 NASB
4 Do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

God is holy. Pure. Righteous. There is no darkness in Him. 

Psalm 24:3-4 NASB
3 Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?
And who may stand in His holy place?
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood
And has not sworn deceitfully.

God is holy. He dwells in His holy place. And the only way to get to Him is if we were clean, pure, and holy, like Him. 

That is reason enough to say, we should pursue holiness and fight sin. 

But there is more to who God is. We know the gospel of God’s forgiveness and grace. If the revelation of Scripture ended with Psalm 24:3-4, we’d be in big trouble… None of us would be able to come to Him.

The gospel - In His amazing kindness and mercy, He made a way for us to be forgiven, to be made clean and pure, through the death of Jesus Christ. And in Christ, even when we do fall again and again, instead of condemnation, there’s an invitation to come back to Him freely. 

The gospel reveals the character of God. What is God like? He is kind. He is patient. He is gracious. 

Psalm 103:8-11 NASB
8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.
9 He will not always strive with us,
Nor will He keep His anger forever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.

More than simply His holiness, it’s His kindness that leads us to repentance. The revelation of the holiness of God also leads to repentance (Isaiah, Peter). But true heart transformation happens when we have both the revelation of God’s holiness and the revelation of God’s kindness. His kindness leads us to repentance and it leads us to a desire for holy living (because we’re so blown away by His radical love for us). 

Remember RT’s question?
Imagine you were to die today, and you stand before the presence of God (and you will). And God asks you (He might), why should I let you into my heaven? What would you say? 

Was your answer something along the lines of - I worked really hard to keep my hands clean and my heart pure, I went to church, I fasted, etc? Wrong!

The only answer is Jesus died for my sins, and I have put my faith in Him. 

But imagine - what kind of attitude will you have, as you give God that answer? 
· Will it be a nonchalant, eh whatever old man, Jesus died for my sins and so there’s really nothing you can do. Will it be an arrogant, back off man, Jesus died for my sins and so I’m coming in. 
· Like a immunity card. I can’t even think of an actual game, but I feel like there are games like this. The person throws down a +2 or +4 and it’s really going to ruin your chances of winning, but bam, you throw down a trump card. Bam sucka. 
· Wouldn’t it be one of utter humility? Shouldn’t it be one of utter humility? Like, oh Lord, I don’t deserve to come into your heaven at all. I am full of sin. But You made a way for me. You call me Your child. And I’ll never comprehend it, but I’m so thankful. 
· And what does God say - yes, I love you! All your sins are forgiven. Don’t listen to the voice of accusation and condemnation. You are my beloved son, my beloved daughter. Welcome! Come in with CONFIDENCE in your heart. 

It was right for the prodigal son to come to the Father in complete sorrow. That’s what led him to experience the kindness of God. The problem of the older son was that he never realized that he was just as sinful as his younger brother. Just as undeserving. Just as far away from the Father. He never had a revelation of his own sin, so he never came to know the kindness of God. 

When we come to know who God is. His character. His kindness, patience, slow to anger, abounding in love, forgiving. We are utterly humbled. We are utterly changed. And we pursue a life of holiness, we fight sin because we want to please this God, who is kind beyond our comprehension. And His kindness transforms us from the inside out. We’re not trying to repay Him. We’re not trying to make sure we don’t get disqualified. We’re just moved from the inside out to love Him and honor Him. 

Third - it’s gonna be worth it!

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 NASB
9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

2 Timothy 4:7-8 NASB
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

One day, we are going to stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

Let’s pause for a moment. What a crazy thought. Terrifying too. Paul lived with this vision. And he knew, there is a crown of righteousness that was going to be given to him. 

Revelation 22:12 NASB
12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.

We’ve put our faith in Jesus Christ and trusted Him for our salvation. We’re His children. His character remains kind, compassionate, merciful. I don’t know how this will work. But it’s pretty clear in Scripture that there will be some kind of judgment, where we will give an account for our life here on earth. 

Imagine. Jesus says the Father sees what is done in secret. All of your secret life in the Lord, praying, wrestling, fasting, confessing, repenting, battling against sin - God sees it all. And He will say to you - well done! I didn’t miss any of it. 

The flipside is also true - all of our secret life away from the Lord, giving in, compromising, rebellion. He is a God of mercy - it is fear, but it’s not a resentful fear. It’s a respectful fear. 

It’s gonna be worth it all, all the sacrifice, all the effort, all the striving. 

I think some people get hung up with reward passages because we know, through modern psychology, that extrinsic motivation is not very effective. Bribing kids works, but it doesn’t actually shape their character. 

But I don’t think the crowns are for us to wear and show off. The value of the crowns is not the jewelry on the crowns. It’s what it represents. Just like a gold medal - I don’t think an Olympic champion is motivated by the monetary value of his/her medal, and the endorsement deals that may come their way. But the medal ceremony, the recognition, the joy of achieving their goal - all the sacrifice is worth it. 

We have something even greater than olympic medals. The King of Kings will say to you - I am so pleased with your battle for purity. I am so pleased with your obedience. I am so pleased with your perseverance. I am so pleased with the sincerity of your heart desire to love me and honor me. 

Rita Springer’s song
I’m not looking for crowns - earthly rewards, earthly recognition. Water from fountains - an easy path to God’s presence (sometimes we have seasons of just being filled and feeling so full of life, but sometimes, it’s not easy, and it requires perseverance). 

