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Luke 7:36-50

Today I want to talk about preparing to encounter God.  

Our vision statement, a church where people can encounter God – truth, love, allegiance.

Story of Elyse and Disneyland.

One of the ways we try to facilitate that is by going on a retreat.  

Like experience creates common ground.

Going away from our daily lives and just spend time with God in community so we can encounter Him.  We of course encounter God in our daily lives but also understand the value of leaving the world behind – our work and homes to focus ourselves on Him.

To truly encounter God is to know Him by experience.

EG retreat – I read all the Spiritual Markers.  I love hearing and reading people’s stories.  How God showed Himself to them.  I love testimonies.

Revelation 12:11

And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.

Basically spiritual markers are where people encountered God.

They moved from head knowledge to heart knowledge.

Doctors tell us there are 18 inches from the head to the heart.  

In the Biblical times that is what is called a cubit.

Some people have said that sometimes those 18 inches could be the farthest distance from one another in the universe.

Let me illustrate this point with the rich young ruler of Mark 10:17-31.  

This young ruler knew the commandments – he knew about God but he still lacked one thing.  He came to Jesus proud and confident of what he “knew about” Him, but didn’t realize that Jesus wanted more than just his head knowledge, He wanted his heart. 

This is evident since Jesus asked the man to “sell everything you have, give it to the poor and then follow Me.” 

This man’s heart was with his wealth, yet he must of thought that this wouldn’t interfere with what Jesus would want for him. He thought that a mere “head knowledge” (knowing about Jesus) would be all Jesus would care about, but Jesus felt a love for him as He explained how God wants more than your head, He wants your heart! When this man realized that God wanted an actual heart experience relationship with him, “his face fell, and he went away grieved, for he was one who owned much property.” 

We can have a lot of knowledge about God but many times its when that knowledge is experienced that makes the difference.

Example, we know we should tithe and give to the Lord.  Many of us have struggled with this early on in our faith.  

I have a cognitive knowledge that God is my provider but when I experienced Him in His provision, my head knowledge moved down a cubit into my heart.

Story of owning business and experiencing God’s provision for the first time.

Great thing about God is He wants us to experience Him over and over again.

Lisa and I experiencing God’s provision over and over again – ring, wedding, early years of SP.

I will take it to a whole new level – actually to truly know was to experience.

Genesis 4:1 NKJV

Now Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived and bore Cain...

Knew - yada

Had relations (NASB), made love (NIV), had sexual relations (NLT).

New Testament equivalent:

John 8:32

And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

John 17:3

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

Know - ginosko

• Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman

• To become acquainted with/ to know

• Synonym - A knowledge grounded on personal experience

Proverbs 2:10

For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.

Heart will affect knowledge.  

How can I position myself for an encounter?  

Let's look at someone in Scripture that got to experience God and let's learn from her...

Luke 7:36-50

Sinner - immoral woman - most likely a prostitute.

Some scholars believe that she is the woman who was caught in adultery in John 8.

If you want to position yourself for an encounter with God:

1. Leave your comfort zone

She entered the house of people who despised her.

People that wanted to kill her.

She didn't care. All she wanted was Jesus. This is the attitude that we need to have.

If you want to experience what you've never experienced, then you need to go where you've never gone.

Get out of our comfort zones.

2. Be prepared

She didn't come empty handed. She brought with her an alabaster vial of perfume.

Be prepared to meet with God.

Leading up to the retreat, pray, fast. Get yourself ready. Don't come empty-handed.

Be ready to give God glory. Repent if necessary.

3. Be honest

She used her hair to wipe the tears away from Jesus' feet.

In her time, this would have been act of identifying herself as a prostitute. Only prostitutes unbound their hair.

She uses all the tools of her trade - perfume, kisses, tears, and hair.

Now the tools of sin turn into the tools of worship.

Redemption. God turns beauty from ashes, joy from mourning, garments of praise instead of heaviness (Isaiah 61).

Honesty is a sign of desperation.  So desperate we start to become real.

He takes our mess and turns it into a message.

He takes our test and turns in into a testimony.

To God, a setback is just a set-up for Him to do something wonderful.

She humbled herself before the Lord. Bowed down in adoration with the truth of who she was and she found redemption.

God wants to encounter us. Let's expect that we will encounter God.

March around the walls of Jericho so the walls of our heart, the walls of misplaced priorities, walls of our pain would fall.  

Let's encounter our Lord together.
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