
Intro

· Retreat is next week! It’s been almost exactly 4 years.
· May 10 - 13, 2019 vs. May 11 - 14, 2023.
· Church vision “A place where people can encounter God.”
· Something special about retreat, where we are devoting 4 days together to seek God’s face.
· HC shared testimonies on retreat encounters and it filled me with anticipation for myself but also for everyone.
· As a pastor, by heart for you all is to have that encounter. That personal experience. I want for you to experience all that God has in store for you.
· Last week P. Sam preached a message called Retreat Primer to prepare us for retreat.
· He had three main points.
· Leave your comfort zone
· Be prepared
· Be honest
· One more point: Be Desperate

[Pray]


Jeremiah 29:13-14a NASB1995
You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord,

Jeremiah 29:13-14a MSG
“When you come looking for me, you’ll find me.
“Yes, when you get serious about finding me and want it more than anything else, I’ll make sure you won’t be disappointed.” God’s Decree.

Jeremiah 29:13-14a PKV
When you are desperate for God, you will encounter God.

When are you desperate for God?
What would it take for you to be desperate for God?

There’s something powerful about being desperate. Being desperate causes us to take risks and do what we wouldn’t normally do. To put ourselves out there.

Bad example of : Student who has procrastinated writing an essay. Cheat with ChatGPT.
Good example: Confessing to Janie that I liked her.

God examples:
· The sinful woman who washed the feet of Jesus with her tears.
· Zaccheus the tax collector
· Disciples leaving their lives and following Jesus
· I left Toronto when I was 22.
· Hemorrhaging women
· In EG I was desperate to experience God.

In every example, there was a circumstance that brought this desperation. If you are in a desperate situation, turn that desperation to God. Because if you do, God says that, “if you seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you.”

What if I’m not feeling desperate? Desperation is not really something you turn on or off. It’s a feeling. It’s a response to a desperate situation. And what if my circumstances are pretty good. I feel blessed and grateful. I was once desperate, but God came through and now I’m thoroughly satisfied.



So what do I do? How do I become desperate?

PRAY.

When I say pray, I’m not talking about intercession. I’m talking about having a dialogue with God. Prayer is our means to communicating and having a relationship with God. It’s about intimacy.

I have three points on what we are to pray about: Our Sinfulness, Our Weakness, Our Fears. These are unpleasant things to pray and think about. And we naturally cope with these things and turn to outlets that distract us. If we took the time to think and pray about these three areas, we would recognize that we are in a desperate situation. And thus feel desperate for God.


1. Our Sinfulness

You might think, it’s not like I’ve killed anyone.

Matthew 5:21-22 (Murder)
“You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court;

Matthew 5:27-28 (Adultery)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Jesus has upped the standard. It’s not just your actions, it’s what’s going on in your heart. How many of us are guilty of sinning even this morning? I’m not trying to make us feel bad. That’s the situation we are all in. Even the apostle Paul said this about himself…

1 Timothy 1:15 NASB95
It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.

Paul cannot judge another man’s heart, only his own. And he was so self aware of the sinfulness in his heart, and felt like he was the biggest sinner of all. We are all in a desperate situation with our sinfulness, and in desperate need of our Savior.

So pray regarding your sinfulness.

However as Christians, our purpose in life isn’t to just not sin. Our purpose is to follow and obey Jesus, to live out our lives for Him and bring Him glory. To know Him, to be like Him, to make Him known.

2. Our Weakness

More specifically, our inability to live out the “Christian life” on our own.

In your workplace?
· Are you being the salt and the light? Are you conduct yourself in a way that honors God? Are you interacting with your colleagues, clients, boss in a way 
As a spouse?
· Are you loving your wife as Christ loves the church? Sacrificial love. Selfless love.
· Are you pursuing her?
· Are you leading your wife spiritually
· Are you taking your wife for granted
As a parent?
· Are you stewarding your children or have you been idolizing them?
· Have you been more concerned about their academics or their spiritual life?
· Have you been discipling them in God’s ways and words?
· Have you been a reflecting to your child of who God the Father is by the way you parent?
As a child?
· When’s the last time you called your parents?
· How have you shown love and care to your parents?

I fall short in all these areas. I try. I want to be good.

I want to be a good father. Sometimes I’m impatient, sometimes I’m too harsh with my words, sometimes I’m even angry. Sometimes, I do everything perfectly, and it’s still no good. And as I recognize that I can’t do it, I become desperate to be the only one who can still do something. God.

2 Corinthians 12:9 NIV
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

When I am weak, then I am strong in the Lord.
You are not expected to rely on your own strength… because it is insufficient. Don’t be afraid to be honest and acknowledge your weakness. That you can’t do it on your own. The only alternative is to be desperate for God whose power is made perfect in weakness.


3. Our Fears

Our fears often get in the way of being desperate for God, because what’s going to happen if I do? We want to be in control, but you can’t put God in a box. God’s ways are higher than our ways.

What’s going to happen if I go up to receive the gift of tongues?
What if I can slain in the spirit?
What if I open myself up emotionally?

There’s a part of you that wants to be all-in, but there’s also a part that’s not sure.

Phillipians 4:6-7 NIV
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

We need to pray and deal with these fears.

How desperate are you to encounter God? And as the fears are dealt with and surrendered, there is nothing hindering you from seeking God with all your heart. Full desperation.

Eg. Being prayed for
