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Acts 2:1-4

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

1 Corinthians 12:1 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

Welcome to Pentecost Sunday.  

Acts 2 is the birth of the church.  What happened at the birth of the church?

The faithful witness in the upper room spoke in tongues.

Who was the first person to mention speaking in tongues?  Paul, Timothy, Peter?  It was Jesus.

If you have a problem with speaking in tongues, you have a problem with Jesus.  Jesus prophesied it.

Mark 16:17

And these signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues;
As with the reminder that Jesus is the first to mention speaking with tongues, there is a second remarkably important fact related to their first occurrence but is often too easily overlooked.  

Yet the profound simplicity and crystal clarity of this fact says something about the Father’s view of the spiritual language: The church began speaking with tongues the same day it came into being!  That’s a fact worthy of a special place in our heart’s understanding, seeing our heavenly Father, the Living God Himself, was the sole designer and sovereign instigator of Pentecost’s events.
Jack Hayford

The Father certainly wouldn’t have allowed anything unworthy, unlovely, or unloving to accidentally happen.  Speaking with tongues didn’t just crowd in on its own, as though man forced an arbitrary Johnny-come-lately sign upon the church’s birth and into the church’s origins.  Neither was this spiritual language an embarrassing surprise to the Almighty!  Rather, the supernatural gift of language was given for holy and wholesome purposes, and He allowed it because He created it and He completely endorses it. 

Tongues – spiritual language – is God’s idea!

I.  Language of Wonder

1 Corinthians 14:2

For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

II.  Language of Work

1 Corinthians 14:4

One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.

Jude 20

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith praying in the Holy Spirit.

III.  The Language of Worship

1 Corinthians 14:14-15

For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.  What is the outcome then?  I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.

Ephesians 5:18-19

Do not get drunk with wine for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Holy Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.

Worship service at Vineyard. Angelic sounds.

It’s not the only language of worship but one of them.  

We sing our own spiritual song to the Lord.

IV.  Language of Warfare

1 Corinthians 14:8

For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle?

Sometimes during our prayer time, we kick in to a different gear - warfare.

Usually requires hand motions.

Psalm 144:1

Fingers for battle and hands for war.

John 11:35
Jesus wept.

Troubled himself - stirred up

Translation is the sound an angry horse makes. Not awwh but hegh hegh.

Tongues help to stir up myself.

Wept. Angry in warfare. Mistreat a child - angry with tears.

AT Robertson

The tears literally burst from His eyes.

This is no grieving of somebody who doesn't know why He's in the cemetery.

He's not there to join with all the people who are grieving.

He's not there to be the undertaker.  He's the uppataker

So angry.

He's smelling something he's going to smell a few days later.  An enemy that He needs to overcome on earth.

Having trouble?  Xoxoxo in warfare.

You can't talk to the devil like he's some friendly foe and don't look up to him—he's under your feet.  Put your feet down.

Luke 10 disciples returned with great joy.  Made Jesus rejoice with great joy.

Spiritual warfare is fun.

V.  Language of Weakness

Romans 8:26

And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groaning too deep for words; and he who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because he intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Moans and groans> not a discernable phraseology.

I pray in tongues not because I have arrived spiritually or I am spiritually mature.

I pray in tongues because I am weak.  I don't know what to pray.  I don't have my act together.  I need power from on high.

I need Thee Oh I need Thee

Every hour I need Thee

I know that because I am weak, God has given me a gift to help me to pray.  

Most times I don’t know how to pray but when I pray in tongues I know my prayers are according to God’s will.

It’s the language of weakness.  It’s the language of foolishness.

1 Corinthians 4:10

We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.

I feel so foolish when I speak in tongues.  Maybe that’s the point.  

God offends the mind to reveal the heart.

Whose fool are you?

1 Corinthians 14:5

Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying.

1 Corinthians 14:18


I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all.

Speak, not spoke.  It is a present reality for him. 

If you want to see what you've never seen you need to go where you've never gone.

Question – was speaking in tongues a one-time event at Pentecost?

Answer – No.  They spoke in tongues in Caesarea in Acts 10:45-46 and Ephesus in Acts 19:1-6.
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