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Philippians 3:1b-3
To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.  Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision; for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,

Message

I don’t mind repeating what I have written in earlier letters, and I hope you don’t mind hearing it again.  Better safe than sorry—so here goes.  Steer clear of the barking dogs, those religious busybodies, all bark and no bite.  All they’re interested in is appearance—knife-happy circumcisers, I call them.  The real believers are the ones the Spirit of God leads to work away at this ministry, filling the air with Christ’s praise as we do it.  We couldn’t carry this off by our own efforts, and we know it

Paul’s tone changes here seemingly quite abruptly.  He goes from reminding them to cultivate joy to warning them for the sake of their safety.

The key word here is beware or look out.

Paul is giving a specific warning about certain groups who will rob the Philippian church of their joy.

3 Warnings followed by 3 Proofs.

1. Beware of the dogs

Greek – kuon.  Different than the kunarion of Matthew 15 when Jesus is speaking to the Canaanite woman – puppy in her culture were domesticated pets and animals of endearment.  Notice woman is not offended.

Paul here is referring to wild dogs in 1st Century Philippi who were wild pack animals.  Aggressive scavengers and thieves devouring whatever food they could find.  

Matthew 7:6

Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

Revelation 22:15

Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who love and practices lying.

Like these wild dogs, the false teachers are merely looking out for their own interests.  They are seeking to take whatever they can get their hands on.  The are not brothers in the faith.

Beware!

2. Beware of the evil workers

Second warning on those who were actually doing evil.

Kind of play on words.  This is what legalists who focus on work do – evil.  They have a concern for works but they are evil workers.

These false teachers who are so concerned with works produces evil works and thus they are evil workers.

Titus 1:10-11

For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain.

Judaizers – faith in Christ was not enough for salvation.  Must first become Jewish and follow the OT Law.

Beware!

3. Beware of the false circumcision

These false teachers are requiring circumcision for Gentiles who wanted to follow Jesus.  Must be a Jew first before becoming a Christian.

Another play on words.  Better translated as beware of the mutilation.

Katatome – to cut off or mutilate.

Peritome – to cut around, to circumcise.

Paul viewed their insistence on circumcision not as a noble right of passage but of violence and great harm.  Mutilation.

Beware!

In contrast there are the true believers – the true circumcision.

These false teachers viewed themselves as the truly circumcised and right with God but Paul says no.

Here are the characteristics or proofs of the true peritome.  

1. Worship God in the Spirit

The true believers worship God in the Spirit as opposed to fleshly and external worship.

Paul uses a very different word here for worship.  

Latreuo – to serve for hire, to perform sacred services particularly of priests to officiate in the sacred office.  Primarily used of Jews in their service to God.  To use this word for a Gentile would have been scandalous.

2. Rejoice in Christ Jesus

Their joy is in Christ Jesus not in their own ability or their religious activities.

Their joy comes only from Christ Jesus.

3. Have no confidence in the flesh

The true Christian does not trust in their own ability to be righteous before God through their external works.  Their confidence is only in Christ Jesus.

They don’t put their confidence in their prayer life, or their Bible reading plan, or their acts of service to the poor or their ability to understand Scripture.  No confidence in the flesh.

Ephesians 2:8-10
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

We are not saved by our good works.

We are saved to do good works.

I don’t have to.  I get to.

Radical middle.
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